Final
STAFF SUMMARY OF MEETING
COLORADO REAPPORTIONMENT COMMISSION
Date:

09/01/2011

Time:

06:02 PM to 08:51 PM

Place:

Broomfield City Council
Chambers

This Meeting was called to order by
Representative Jones
This Report was prepared by
Amanda King

ATTENDANCE
Atencio
Berry
Carroll

Jones
X
Loevy
X
Nicolais
X
Salazar
E
Tool
X
Witwer
E
Webb
X
Carrera
X
X = Present, E = Excused, A = Absent, * = Present after roll call

Bills Addressed:

Action Taken:

Welcome & Introductions
Public Testimony

-

Note: This meeting summary is not an official record of the commission or of the meeting. It is not
intended to serve as a transcript or minutes of the commission meeting. The audio recording of the meeting
is the official record of the meeting. This summary may be used as a guide to the audio recording. To
access the audio recording of a commission meeting, visit the Colorado Joint Legislative Library located in
the State Capitol, Room 048 (basement/ground floor level). You will need to note the date, time, and
location of the meeting to access the audio recording. Copies of the audio recordings may be obtained at
the library if you bring with you blank, recordable compact discs or a flash drive. Librarians are on site
and available to assist you with accessing an audio recording.
6:02 PM -- Welcome & Introductions
Representative Jones, chair, called the meeting to order. The commission members introduced themselves.
6:04 PM
Jeremiah Barry, Colorado Reapportionment Commission Staff Director, provided an overview of the
reapportionment process.
6:13 PM
Representative Jones explained the process for testifying and also encouraged people to submit comments
to the commission via email.
6:15 PM -- Public Testimony - Broomfield
The following individuals testified:

X
E
E

Colorado Reapportionment Commission (09/01/2011)

Final

6:15 PM -- Tom Mehling, representing himself, stated that he attended the previous commission
hearing in July where he heard from the testifiers that the Broomfield community of interest lies with Superior,
Lafayette, and Louisville. He expressed his disappointment with the preliminarily approved maps. He spoke about
his commute to Loveland. He continued his comments about the connections between Broomfield, Superior,
Lafayette, and Louisville.
6:20 PM -- Judy Enderle, representing herself, spoke about living in Broomfield and the connection
Broomfield has with Boulder County. She spoke about part of House District 33 being in part of Weld County and
the difference there are between Broomfield and Weld County.
6:25 PM -- Bob Gaiser, representing himself, spoke about being on the Broomfield City Council and
the other organizations with which he has been involved. He spoke about the connections Broomfield has with
Boulder County, specifically with regard to traffic patterns and transportation corridors. He stated Weld County
should be represented by itself.
6:30 PM -- Sandy Roy, representing herself, spoke about the connections Broomfield has with Boulder
County, as well as Superior, Lafayette, Louisville, and Erie. She stated Broomfield has nothing in common with
Weld County.
6:32 PM -- Marilyn Hughes, representing herself, spoke about living in Longmont and the proposed
House District 12. She read a portion of the 2002 Colorado Supreme Court opinion from the case In re
Reapportionment of the Colo. Gen. Assembly, 45 P.3d 1237 (Colo. 2002), concerning Longmont. She expressed
concerns about how the proposed House map would be viewed by the Colorado Supreme Court in light of the
referenced 2002 Supreme Court ruling. Ms. Hughes stated her opposition to the proposed House map.
6:36 PM -- Dottie Rawsky, representing herself, spoke about living in Broomfield and the connections
her family has with Superior, Boulder, and Louisville. She stated Weld County issues are not her issues. Ms.
Rawsky continued to explain the connections Broomfield has with Boulder County, but not Weld County. She
discussed the educational community of interest between Broomfield and Boulder County. She asked the
commission to reconsider the proposed House and Senate maps.
6:41 PM -- Frederick Davis, representing himself, spoke about his family's decision to move to Erie and
the resources and services that are in Boulder County that are available to his son, who has special needs.
6:43 PM -- Paul Caldara, representing himself, stated he is a resident of Gunbarrel and offered his
support for H6001. He spoke about using the Diagonal Highway as the boundary for House District 12 in
Longmont and removing the city of Boulder from House District 12. He expressed his concerns about the city of
Boulder being included in House District 12. Commissioner Loevy asked if Gunbarrel is in unincorporated Boulder
County. Mr. Caldara responded affirmatively. Commissioner Loevy and Mr. Caldara continued to discuss the
boundaries of Gunbarrel.
6:46 PM -- Joe Gierlach, Mayor Pro Tem of Nederland, read a written statement which he provided to
the commission (Attachment A). Commissioner Nicolais asked Mr. Gierlach to clarify which House District
number he was discussing. Mr. Gierlach said that he was referring to House District 26 in the preliminary adopted
House map with the new numbering convention, but what currently exists as House District 13.
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6:54 PM -- Kim Lytle, representing herself, read a written statement which she provided to the
commission (Attachment B). Commissioner Tool asked staff about the split of Superior in the preliminary adopted
House plan, which was shown to be a split of the portion of Superior that is in Jefferson County. Commissioner
Tool asked Ms. Lytle about the split in Superior and in which House District she thought Superior should be placed.
Ms. Lytle responded by asking that Superior not be split.

6:57 PM
Commissioner Tool asked staff to provide the population of the portion of Superior that is in Jefferson
County.
6:59 PM -- Bret Violett, representing himself, read a letter from his wife, Lita Van Wagenen, into the
record (Attachment C).

7:01 PM -- Dalton Violett, representing himself, spoke about the tight-knit community in Boulder
County area. He asked that Superior not be split.
7:02 PM -- Stefanie Clarke, representing herself, spoke about living in Superior and her connections
with Broomfield and Boulder County, but not with Weld County. She expressed her concerns about splitting
Superior. She spoke about her concerns about being represented by someone from Weld County. Commissioner
Tool explained that the portion of Superior that is in Jefferson County and split from the other part of Superior has a
population of zero.
7:06 PM -- Linda Lee, representing herself, offered her support of having two strong representatives
for Longmont. She spoke about the district Representative Levy currently represents and how the boundary for that
district should be returned. She stated her support of the previous comments about House District 33 and the ties
between Broomfield and Boulder County, but not with Weld County.
7:09 PM -- Judy Lubow, representing herself, read a written statement which she provided to the
commission (Attachment D).

7:13 PM -- Grace Miller, representing herself, spoke about the changes to the boundaries of the
existing House Districts 13 and 10. She spoke about the representation Representative Levy has provided for the
mountain communities of Boulder County. Commissioner Nicolais asked Ms. Miller if she knew how many terms
Representative Levy has served. Ms. Miller responded.
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7:16 PM -- Holly Bender, representing herself, read a written statement which she provided to the
commission (Attachment E). She spoke about the Four Mile fire.

7:18 PM -- Nancy George, representing herself, read a written statement which she provided to the
commission (Attachment F). She expressed concerns about the boundary of proposed House District 33.
Commissioner Loevy asked a question about competitive districts. Ms. George responded. Dialogue continued
between Ms. George and the commission about competitive districts.

7:26 PM -- Mick Watkins, representing himself, spoke about living in Broomfield and his opposition
to including part of Weld County in House District 33. He spoke about the alliance of the LGBTQ community in
Broomfield and Boulder County, but not Weld County. Commissioner Webb asked if Mr. Watkins had heard of
anyone in Weld County wanting to be placed with Broomfield. Mr. Watkins responded.
7:31 PM -- Anthony Stewart, representing himself, offered his support of keeping Superior in House
District 33. He spoke about being a small business owner in Superior and Broomfield. He spoke about the health
care organizations in Broomfield and Boulder County. He spoke about the growth and development issues in the
area. Mr. Stewart provided a written statement (Attachment G).

7:35 PM -- Don Devereux, representing himself, read a written statement which he provided to the
commission (Attachment H). He stated his comments are a collaboration from several other people from Gilpin and
Clear Creek Counties. He spoke about the representation Representative Levy has provided for the mountain
communities, including Gilpin County.

7:40 PM -- Mark Swanson, representing himself, read a letter from a friend, Kerry Stewart, who could
not attend the meeting (Attachment I). Mr. Swanson spoke about his support of keeping Superior together and
moving it with Broomfield.

7:43 PM -- Joseph Neguse, representing himself, spoke about his role on the University of Colorado
Board of Regents. He spoke about House District 33 and his objections to the preliminary adopted map for that
district.
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7:46 PM -- Mary Manners, representing herself, spoke about living in Longmont and her concerns
with the preliminary adopted House map for Longmont. She suggested that Diagonal Highway would being a more
natural boundary. She spoke about the division in the community of Hygiene.
7:49 PM -- Kevin Mullen, representing himself, spoke about his concerns with the proposed adopted
House map, specifically how the map splits the Hispanic community in Longmont.
7:51 PM -- Andrew Muckle, Mayor of Superior, spoke about the nexus between Louisville, Lafayette,
Superior, Broomfield, and Erie.
7:52 PM -- David Salas, representing himself, stated he is a resident of Superior and stated his
opposition to proposed House District 33. He spoke about various communities of interests in the area and the
differences between Boulder and Weld Counties. He spoke about competitive districts.
7:56 PM -- Ray Rodriguez, representing himself, read a written statement which he provided to the
commission (Attachment J).

7:58 PM -- Mike Marsh, representing himself, encouraged the commission to reject the proposed
House map for the existing House District 13. He expressed concerns about the diversity of issues in districts in the
proposed adopted House map. He expressed concerns about splitting the Latino community in Longmont and the
splitting of the communities of Superior and Gunbarrel. He said the districts should be returned to how they were.
Commissioner Loevy asked about the Broomfield boundary with Weld County and its history of being part of Weld
County. Mr. Marsh responded to Commissioner Loevy’s comments. Discussion continued between Commissioner
Loevy and Mr. Marsh. Commissioner Tool asked about the preliminary adopted Senate plan that includes
Broomfield with Weld and Larimer Counties. Mr. Marsh said he had not studied the proposed adopted Senate plan
and did not feel prepared to speak on that issue. Commissioner Atencio asked about the US 36 corridor area. Mr.
Marsh responded. He provided a written statement (Attachment K).
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8:08 PM -- Laura Spicer, vice-chair of the Boulder County Democratic Party, read a letter from
Rong-Shyang Sheu (Attachment L). Ms. Spicer spoke about the Asian community in the area. She stated that the
people of Longmont want two representatives with better proportional representation. Ms. Spicer talked about
border between Broomfield and Weld County. She stated that people would like House District 33 reduced to two
counties and that those two counties should be Broomfield and Boulder County. She reiterated that Superior wants
to be kept with House District 33. She stated that, with regards to Erie, the split on the county line is fine. She
asked that the districts that are composed of the existing House Districts 10 and 13 be switched back to allow the
current representatives to represent their current areas. She spoke about the relationship between Gunbarrel and the
city of Boulder. Commissioner Nicolais asked about the proposed adopted Senate plan. Ms. Spicer responded. Ms.
Spicer and Commissioner Nicolais continued their discussion. Commissioner Atencio thanked Ms. Spicer for her
comments. Commissioner Loevy apologized to Mr. Marsh for his previous statement about the Broomfield
boundaries and clarified that part of that boundary is also shared with Adams County. Commissioner Webb made
comments about the concerns with the House maps over the Senate maps. Ms. Spicer responded to Commissioner
Webb’s comments. Commissioner Carrera asked about competitiveness. Ms. Spicer responded to Commissioner
Carrera’s question. Commissioner Tool discussed the portion of Weld County that is in proposed House District 33.
Commissioner Nicolais asked Ms. Spicer about the voter registration numbers she cited, which differ from the
commission data. Ms. Spicer said she would forward her information to the commission.

8:29 PM -- Erich Feigel, representing himself, spoke about keeping Broomfield separate from Boulder.
He spoke about the similarities between Broomfield and the portion of Weld County included in the preliminary
adopted House District 33. He offered his support of the boundaries for preliminary adopted House District 33 and
Senate District 23.
8:33 PM -- Matthew Gray, representing himself, addressed Commissioner Loevy’s question about the
character of Broomfield. Mr. Gray spoke about the people of Broomfield being more aligned with the Denver
metro area rather than Weld County. He spoke about the Senate maps and how Broomfield will get swallowed up
by Weld County. Mr. Gray spoke about constitutional constraints when it comes to the Senate maps.
Commissioner Nicolais clarified a previous statement to which Mr. Gray referred. Mr. Gray responded to
Commissioner Nicolais's comments.
8:41 PM -- Karen Nelson, representing herself, stated she does not have a problem with the preliminary
adopted Senate and House plans. She spoke about the history of Broomfield and the predicted growth for the next
ten years to the north and east of Broomfield.
8:44 PM -- Angie Layton, representing herself, identified herself as a resident of Louisville and as the
House District Team Leader for the Democratic Party. She spoke about the ties between Superior and Broomfield.
She spoke about the preliminary adopted House map from Longmont and her concerns about how it splits the
Hispanic community.
8:47 PM -- Sally Martin, representing herself, stated that Longmont should have two strong
representatives. She spoke about not splitting up the Latino community in the area and the civil rights movement.
She referenced her past experience as an elected official. She stated her support of having Superior in the same
district as Broomfield. Ms. Martin dialogued with the commission members.
8:51 PM
Representative Tool thanked everyone for attending the hearing and adjourned the commission.
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