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Perioperative nurses are registered nurses (RN’s) who work in the preoperative, intraoperative, and postoperative phases of surgery. Perioperative nurses are involved in every stage of patient care before, during, and after an operative procedure. These activities may include patient assessment, creating and maintaining a safe and sterile surgical environment, pre- and post-operative patient education, monitoring the patient’s physical and emotional well-being, and integrating and coordinating patient care throughout the surgical care continuum. 

Perioperative nurses maintain safe, comfortable environments for the healthcare professionals performing operations. During surgical procedures, the perioperative nurse may serve in several roles:
As a scrub nurse working directly with the surgeon within the sterile field, selecting and passing instruments and other items needed for the operation;
As a circulating nurse working outside the sterile field, managing the overall nursing care during the surgery; 
As an RN first assistant who, after completing extensive additional education and training to deliver direct surgical care, may work directly assisting the surgeon by providing wound-exposure suturing during the operation. 

SALARY: Median (2014) $32.04 hourly; $66,640 annually; perioperative nurses are paid slightly more.   

OCCUPATIONAL OUTLOOK:  2012-2022 Project growth – 15-21% faster than average

ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS:
Most perioperative nurses are registered nurses holding bachelor’s degrees (BSN).

BACKGROUND: Candidates will need to pass criminal background check. 

TRAINING/CREDENTIALS:
Upon graduation from an approved and accredited nursing program, nursing candidates can apply to the state board of nursing. Once deemed eligible for licensure, they must next pass the National Council Licensure Exam (NCLEX-RN). Additionally, Association of Operating Room Nurses (AORN) recommends that perioperative nurse receive certification in Basic Life Support (BLS) AND Advanced Cardiovascular Life Support (ACLS).

SCHOOLS:  Programs vary in length and some nursing schools offer additional perioperative courses.
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