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MINUTES 
 

WATER AND WASTEWATER FACILITY  
OPERATORS CERTIFICATION BOARD 

 
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment  

4300 Cherry Creek Drive South, Sabin Room 
 

February 9, 2016 Meeting 
 
Call to Order:   
 
Tom Settle called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m.   
 
Board members present: 
 
Gabby Begeman, Ron Falco, Tim Grotheer, Rich Hayes, Bill Hogrewe, Laura Lynch, Ray 
Padgett, Tom Settle, and Lance Wenholz.  
 
Board members absent: 
 
Steve Walker. 
 
Staff present: 
 
Trisha Oeth, Board Administrator; Jackie Whelan, Division Liaison; Annette Quill, Assistant 
Attorney General, and Nancy Horan, Operations Manager for the Board. 
 
Approval of Agenda: 
 
The agenda was approved with one change to do agenda item 5 before agenda item 4.  
 
Recognition of the Colorado Operator Certification Program Office: 
 
Tom Settle expressed the board’s appreciation to OCPO for 15 years of service to the board’s 
contractors and to operators throughout the state. 
 
Public Comment: 
 
Allen Coyne, President of Colorado Rural Water Association commended the Board, CDPHE, 
CECTI, and OCPO for their service. 
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Feedback from ABC conference: 
 
Jackie Whelan provided feedback from the ABC Annual Conference. 
 
Administrator’s Items: 
 
1. Tim Grotheer moved for approval of the December 9, 2015 meeting minutes.  Ray Padgett 

seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.   
 
2. The board reviewed the draft agenda for the April 26, 2016 board meeting. 

 
3. As follow up to the disciplinary action taken by the board at its December 9, 2015 

meeting, the Administrator directed the board’s attention to packet copies of the board’s 
letter of reprimand and the Order to revoke Ronald L. Weisshaar’s water treatment and 
water distribution certifications.   
 

4. The board conducted a follow up discussion regarding the requirement for operators to 
act in a professional manner. 
 

5. The board conducted a follow up discussion regarding board members’ thoughts regarding 
operator responsibility to track training units and to apply them appropriately. 

 
Contractors’ Report: 
 
1. The board discussed the recommendations regarding reciprocity requests provided by the 

Colorado Water Distribution and Waste Water Collections Certification Council executive 
committee and the CECTI Reciprocity Committee in memos dated Dec. 18, 2015 and Jan. 
26, 2016. Bill Hogrewe moved that the board accept the recommendations regarding 
reciprocity requests from Peter Hasemann, Verbin Bowling and Perry Lowe. Laura Lynch 
seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 
2. The board heard comments from Zeke Campbell and the contractors regarding the request 

by Mr. Campbell to reconsider the reciprocity decision made December 9, 2015.  
Following discussion, Ray Padgett moved that the board uphold the contractor’s 
recommendation to deny reciprocity to Mr. Campbell.  Laura Lynch seconded the motion.  
The motion carried unanimously. 

 
Division Liaison Report: 
 
1. Jackie Whelan provided an update regarding investigations into allegations of operator 

misconduct and a summary of recent division enforcement actions. 
 
2.  Jackie updated the board regarding the status of facility reclassifications. 
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3. The board discussed the potential need for revisions to its Disciplinary Action and 
Operator Misconduct policies. The division will prepare proposed revisions for 
consideration at the April 26, 2016 meeting.   

 
4. The board discussed the scope of a November 2016 rulemaking hearing. 
 
5. Jackie provided sample Codes of Conduct for the board’s review and comments.  

Following discussion, it was agreed that further discussion will occur at the Board’s April 
26 meeting. 

 
Attorney General Report: 
 
There was no separate Attorney General’s Report.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:40 a.m., February 9, 2016. 


