City of Leadville

800 Harrison Avenue, Leadville, Colorado 80461


Proclamation

Tabor Opera House Month honoring Bill and Sharon Bland and Evelyn Furman

Whereas, the Tabor Opera House was built in 1879 by well-known silver baron  H.A.W. Tabor, his vision was to bring culture to the “rough and tumble mining town of Leadville.”

Whereas, the Tabor Opera house has been a major part of the Leadville/Colorado historical and architectural environment for over 100 years. It was said to be the GRANDEST OPERA HOUSE between St Louis and San Francisco. Upon opening, the Tabor Opera House was the most important Opera House between the Mississippi and California and remains one of the very few buildings in Colorado where that connection to the past still exists.
Whereas, the Opera House was a venue for a different kind of entertainment, contrasting with the prevalent gambling halls, saloons, and brothels. The lavish interior with red velvet seats (still remaining) and falling curtains mesmerized its patrons.  Opening night was marred by a lynching across the street, but the Opera House has prevailed.  As a cultural jewel the Opera House had many prominent performers—Anna Held, Maude Adams, Houdini (trap door still center stage), Oscar Wilde, John Philip Sousa, Robert Mantell and even a circus with tigers.  Today the Bland’s continue to have many outstanding performances.
Whereas, each year the Opera House has thousands of visitors from around the world who venture through its historical passages.  One of the many visitors perfectly stated, “We all need tangible moments where we, our children, and future generations can step inside and sense a solid connection to the past.”  
Whereas, the City of Leadville honors Evelyn Furman and Sharon and Bill Bland for 60+ years of loving and caring for The Tabor Opera House. They have continuously served the citizens of Leadville and Colorado with many benefits and performances. The Opera House is one of the most important Historical Buildings in Colorado according to the State Historical Society.  Without Mrs. Furman it would not be standing today.

Whereas, the City of Leadville knows that the Tabor History is especially significant to Colorado History.  It is very understandable that Leadville’s citizens will work endlessly to ensure The Tabor Opera House continues to play a major role and maintain its current status in Colorado History.

Now, therefore, I Leadville Mayor Jamie Stuever, do hereby proclaim the month of August 2014 as TABOR OPERA HOUSE MONTH.

________________________

Jaime Stuever, Mayor
