








Wastewater Management Division 

2000 W. 3rd Ave. 

Denver, CO  80223 

p: 303-446-3400 

www.denvergov.org/wastewatermanagement 

March 19, 2015 

Andrea Beebout 

Water Quality Control Division 

Colorado Department of Public Health & Environment 

4300 Cherry Creek Drive South 

Denver, CO 80246 

RE: 4390 W. 44
th

, Denver CO 

Ms. Beebout, 

In regards to recent issues related to 4390 W. 44
th

, the City and County of Denver has completed its 

investigation related to construction dewatering discharges at site with the following findings and observations: 

Project Background: 

 On or about Friday, Jan 23, 2015, CCD received notification from the CDPHE Spills Tracking System (Data 

Entry Form 2015-0052) that dewatering activities were taking place at site that might pose environmental harm 

due to the site having previously been a gas station with known contaminants at site.  Inspection of the site on 

Monday Jan 26, 2015 resulted in an order from CCD to cease and desist all pumping activities at site due to 

issues of non-compliance with Denver Public Works Rules and Regulations and the site issued Sewer Use and 

Drainage Permit #201307217.  Prior to resuming pumping activities, the property owner was required to 

remediate observed fouling, sample source water at site, and apply for a dewatering permit through CDPHE.  

Sampling results and review of the dewatering application indicated that original discharges were comprised 

primarily of stormwater, with sampled results not in excess of limits reportable to the State.  Consequently, 

owner was informed by CDPHE that a dewatering permit would not be required.  Owner was allowed to resume 

work following confirmation of remediation / cleanup of flow line fouling, implementation of proper 

stormwater dewatering BMPs as required by the Sewer Use and Drainage Permit, and confirmation from 

CDPHE that a dewatering permit would not be required.   

Current Actions:  

On Friday, March 6, 2015 CCD received a citizen notification via the Denver 311 non-emergency services and 

communications line that dewatering at the above mentioned site was exceeding the capacity of the dewatering 

bag resulting in sediment discharges to the flowline and inlet.  Staff was not available to inspect late Friday 

afternoon but inspection was scheduled for first thing Monday morning. 

On Monday, March 9, 2015 site was inspected at start of day and found to be in non-compliance with 

dewatering requirements regarding adequacy of BMPs to prevent sediment discharge to the storm sewer.  A 

Stop Work order for all activities at site was issued, effective immediately, with orders to remediate the storm 

line via Jet-Vac (200’ minimum or until the line was clear), clean the flowline / gutter, and sample the water 

being discharged to test for potential pollutants. 

At time of inspection and stop work, the areas being dewatered appeared to involve groundwater, not 

stormwater.  Snowmelt in the area had already been evacuated, there was no significant ponding present in the 

excavation, and the only sources of water observed were in limited areas that appeared to have recently been 

drilled for caissons. 
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At time of inspection, one pump was observed actively discharging.  Pump was located in the immediate 

vicinity where historic fuel tanks were previously identified. (West side of site excavation.)  Note: Photos 

available / previously provided.  A discarded water bottle found at site was used to collect a qualitative sample 

of the source water being pumped.  Upon later observation the sample was found to have a strong odor, such as 

that of degraded petroleum.    Follow-up sampling as completed by the owner’s contracted environmental 

consultant would later be identified as “Grab – 03” in a report titled “4390 W. 44
th

 Avenue.rpt – 10MAR 15 

Operation Pump Location.pdf.” 

A second pump was present at site but not “set-up” or active.  The pump appeared to be staged where it had 

previously or would eventually discharge additional groundwater, located immediately adjacent to an area that 

had been drilled for a caisson. (South side of site.) Note: Photos available / previously provided.  Sampling 

taken from this location by owner’s contracted environmental consultant would later be identified as “Grab –2” 

in a report titled “4390 W. 44
th
 Avenue.rpt – 10MAR 15 Non-operational pump location.pdf.” 

On March 11, 2015, sampling reports for both locations were provided to CCD and WQCD by the property 

owner.  Additionally, details regarding planned remediation (Jet-Vac) and future management of all water at 

site were provided.  Per the owner, all future water at site, whether groundwater or stormwater, would be 

removed via pumping into a tank truck and removed from site for treatment as needed and/or proper disposal 

and no additional pumping, of any sort, would take place at site that would discharge to a CCD inlet. 

On March 13, 2015, owner was notified that he would be allowed to return to work basis completion of stated 

requirements, condition that there would be no further discharges of any type to the flowline, and the fact that 

remediation of the line was scheduled / pending basis approval from CCD Right of Way for necessary lane 

closures. 

As of Thursday, March 19, 2015, remediation of the fouled line has not yet been completed due to issues related 

to lane closures.  Owner has been notified that site will return to Stop Work status unless cleaning of the line is 

accomplished by 4:00 p.m. Friday, March 20, 2015. 

Of note: CCD investigation staff directly observed pumping activities at site only on the morning of Monday 

March 09, 2015.  Per the owner, pumping took place the previous Friday and Saturday but not at the locations 

observed.  Per the site owner, pumping on the two previous days had been at a sump location that would only 

retrieve stormwater, not the groundwater from the caisson drilling observed on 3/9/15.  CCD has no means of 

confirming or refuting this assertion. 

At this time, CCD considers their investigation of issues at site to be completed and will continue to monitor for 

confirmation of remediation of any sediment fouling the storm line resulting from pumping activities observed 

on March 9, 2015.  

Respectfully, 

Scott D. Dickerson 

Chief Inspector 

Wastewater Management Division
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Photograph 1: Pumped water discharge point

Photograph 2: pumped water from site entering storm drain
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Photograph 3: Pumped water along flowline

Photograph 4: Excavation along west edge of site directly under photograph 7
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Photograph 5: Drilled caison hole on south side of site, roughly parallel with pickup 
truck in photograph 6

Photograph 6: Facing east. Two drilled caison holes on south side of site.
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Photograph 7: Along west side of site. Directly above location of groundwater pumping
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