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Water Quality Control Division
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401 Certification Fee Structure

Tier 1 ($1,100)
Projects that incur minimal costs and
minimal water quality impacts

Tier 2 ($3,800)
Projects that incur moderate costs
and potential water quality impacts

Tier 3 (Hourly)

Projects that include certifications of
FERC relicensing projects or projects

Tier 4 (Hourly)

Projects that involve multiple or large
watershed areas, a very high degree

involving more long-term water
quality impacts

of complexity, very high potential for
water quality impacts, or a high level
of public participation

Project Type

Includes certifications of
channel stabilization projects
and single drainage
improvement projects.

Includes certifications of
projects that affect multiple
drainages.

Includes certifications of
Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission Relicensing
Projects or projects involving
more long-term water quality
impacts.

Transmountain Water Supply
Projects.

Water Quality Impacts

The potential for minimal impacts to water quality

The potential for greater, permanent water quality impacts if
one or more of the following occurs: the water body is
identified as not attaining water quality standards; or multiple
stream or lake segments as established by section 25-8-203 are
affected.

Public Participation

A low level of public
participation

A basic to high level of public
participation may be required
with potential for
participation in public
meetings or hearings held by
outside parties

A high level of public participation, including extensive public
comments and the potential for one or more public meetings
or hearings conducted by the division or outside parties.

Agency Coordination

No more than standard
coordination with federal,
state, or local agencies may
be required

More than the standard level
of coordination with multiple
federal, state, or local
agencies may be required,
including one or more
meetings or pre-application
site visits

Substantially more coordination than is standard with multiple
federal, state or local agencies may be required, including one
or more meetings;

Technical Assistance

Limited technical assistance
may be needed

A moderate and ongoing level
of technical assistance may be
needed

A high level of iterative technical assistance may be required
or substantive project revisions may be received.

Review of Mitigation

Compensatory mitigation
review may be required

The potential for complex compensatory mitigation review.

Review of Technical
Documents

Review of a full evaluation
and findings report if needed

To the extent pertinent, review of additional documents, such
as “NEPA” resource reports, EA’s, and EIS’s.

If needed, to the extent not addressed in the documents
addressed above (“NEPA” resource reports, EA’s, and EIS’s )
and consistent with the requirements of this article and of the
rules promulgated pursuant to this article, review and use of a
full evaluation and findings report.

www.colorado.gov/cdphe/wq-401-water-quality-certification
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Site Visit Required

A site visit may be needed to understand impacts and advise

on potential alternatives

Governor’s Office
Coordination

Coordination with the
Governor’s office in
conjunction with other state
agencies, tribal nations, and
the federal government may
be required

Appeal

If the certification is appealed, addressing an appeal of the division’s water quality
certification to the commission pursuant to sections 25-8-202 (1) (k), 25-8-302 (1) (f) AND 25-8-

401

Pre Application Fees

The Division may assess fees for services provided by the
Division prior to the applicant submitting a formal water
quality certification application, which fees must reflect the
actual cost of Division staff and contractor time.

Condition Monitoring Fees

The Division may assess fee for services provided by the
Division to monitor the projects certified with conditions,
which fees must reflect the actual cost of Division staff and

contractor time.
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