
 

 

July 29, 2016 

 
Response Required: Lead and Copper Rule 
Materials Evaluation and Sampling Pool Compliance Outreach and Verification  
 
Dear Administrative Contact: 
 

The recent events with lead in Flint, Michigan highlighted the importance of safe drinking water for citizens across the 

nation and brought long-needed attention to the complexity and implementation challenges with the lead and copper 

rule (LCR). Over the last few months, as part of a national EPA directive, the Colorado Department of Public Health 

and Environment (department) has been communicating with EPA Region 8 and Colorado public water suppliers 

regarding LCR implementation. In February 2016, EPA contacted all states and encouraged them to ensure that the LCR 

is being implemented correctly and to assure that the public health risks associated with lead in drinking water are 

addressed. On July 7, 2016, EPA sent out additional correspondence to states highlighting their expectations related to 

LCR implementation with a continued focus on sampling result transparency and a new emphasis on updating materials 

evaluation and sampling pool information. The correspondence is available online at www.epa.gov/safewater.   

As part of the department’s continuing work in assessing and enhancing LCR implementation, the department has also 

identified materials evaluation and lead and copper tap sample site selection as areas that present an opportunity to 

strengthen implementation of the LCR in Colorado.  The materials evaluation and sampling pool information is an 

integral part of the LCR that ensures suppliers identify and monitor water quality at locations deemed to be at the 

highest risk for lead and copper contamination within a supplier’s distribution system. Accurate identification and 

categorization of sampling pool sites is a foundational component under the construct of the existing LCR and a will 

likely continue to be in the upcoming revised LCR.    Suppliers are required to maintain a sampling pool based on a 

materials evaluation, Colorado Primary Drinking Water Regulations, 5 CCR 1002-11, (“Regulation 11”), Section 

11.26(2)(a).   Suppliers were originally required to complete the materials evaluation to identify lead, copper, and 

galvanized steel materials in the distribution system (Section 11.26(2)(a), Regulation 11). The regulations require that 

the materials evaluation is used to identify potential lead and copper tap sample sites and that each sample site is 

categorized according to the rule.  The department is aware that many suppliers conducted their original materials 

evaluation in the early 1990s and that historical records may be incomplete or no longer exist and people who worked 

on the materials evaluation and sample site identification over the years may no longer be available as a resource for 

suppliers.   

 

With this letter, the department is commencing a focused effort to work with Colorado public water suppliers subject 

to the LCR to review and update, as necessary, the materials evaluation and sampling pool information. As part of this 

effort, pursuant to Sections 11.26(2)(a), Regulation 11, as soon as possible, but no later than September 15, 2016, 

please submit: 

1.  Information regarding the supplier’s current lead and copper sampling pool.  The current sampling pool is the 

supplier’s entire pool of LCR sample sites; it includes all sites from which the supplier conducted its most recent 

lead and copper tap sampling and all other sample sites that the supplier utilizes to meet the minimum number of 

required sites and/or as a “backup” sample site if an actively-sampled site becomes unavailable or no longer meets 

the tier criteria.  The following information must be included for each site in the pool:  

 

i. System sample point ID or name (e.g. if applicable, other than the address, a number or name that 

the supplier uses to identify the site; specific apartment/unit number if not a single-family home, 

building name if part of a multiple-building campus)  

ii. Street address, city and zip code  
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iii. Status (e.g. Active-Sampling = supplier routinely samples or attempts to sample the site; Active-Not 

Sampling = supplier utilizes the site to comprise the minimum number of sites in the pool but does not 

routinely sample or utilizes the site as an additional “backup” site) 

iv. Sample tap type (e.g., kitchen sink or bathroom sink or other consumption tap)  

v. Type of structure (e.g., single family residence, multi-family residence, or building)  

vi. Date the structure was built  

vii. Lead service line type (e.g., not a lead service line, utility owned lead service line, unknown at this 

time, etc.)  

viii. Interior plumbing type (e.g., copper with lead solder, unknown at this time, etc.)  

ix. Tier level (e.g., Tier 1)  

x. Material verification method (e.g., not verified, verification unknown, county building/other records 

review or physically verified through a “swab” or “scratch” test) 

xi. Date (month, day, year) that the site was last sampled for lead and copper 

 

The department’s Lead and Copper Sample Site Pool Location Details form includes all of the above-listed, 

required information.  The form is available online at www.colorado.gov/cdphe/lcr. Suppliers can utilize an online 

tool, the Distribution System Sample Point Maintenance page on the Drinking Water Portal at 

wqcdcompliance.com/login or the form to submit the information for its current sampling pool. The LCR Sample 

Site page requires entry of site information for each individual site (i.e. only one site can be entered at a time) and 

does not support batch upload of information.  However, the LCR Sample Site page will be a long-term resource 

that suppliers can utilize to maintain and update LCR sample sites in its sampling pool going forward. 

 

2. A summary of the supplier’s materials evaluation information. The summary must include the following 

information: 

i. For each Tier category (1-3) and each site criterion (e.g. single family structures containing copper 

pipe with lead solder installed after 1982 and before 1988), the total number of sites that the supplier 

believes are present within its distribution system. 

 

The department’s Lead and Copper Materials Evaluation Summary form includes all of the above-listed, required 

information. Please note that there are two versions of the form.  One version is specific to community water 

systems and the other is specific to non-community water systems – please refer to the form that corresponds to 

the supplier’s system type.  Both versions of the form are enclosed and are also available online at 

www.colorado.gov/cdphe/lcr.  Suppliers can utilize the form to submit the materials evaluation summary. 

 

3. ASSISTANCE RESOURCES 

 The department is in the process of developing guidance videos to assist suppliers with preparation of the 

necessary information.  The videos will be available online at www.colorado.gov/cdphe/lcr starting August 5, 

2016. 

 The department has developed a Colorado LCR Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document that provides 

guidance and clarification for water systems regarding the requirements associated with LCR sampling.  The 

FAQ document is available under "Guidance" on our website at www.colorado.gov/cdphe/lcr/.
 

 The forms discussed above include fields for all of the required information and other information that may be 
helpful to suppliers. 

 Bryan Pilson is available by email at bryan.pilson@state.co.us  or phone at 303.692.3318 with any questions 
regarding the contents of this letter. 
 

4. SUBMITTALS 

Submittal of the required information can be made using one of the following: 

 

 Electronically – via entry of individual sample site information onto the Distribution System Sample Point 
Maintenance page, which is found on the Drinking Water Portal at https://wqcdcompliance.com/login, 
select ‘My’ and ‘Sample Sites’.  

https://www.colorado.gov/cdphe/lcr
https://wqcdcompliance.com/login
https://www.colorado.gov/cdphe/lcr
http://www.colorado.gov/cdphe/lcr
mailto:bryan.pilson@state.co.us
https://wqcdcompliance.com/login
https://www.colorado.gov/cdphe/lcr
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 Electronically – via document upload into the Drinking Water Portal  
o First-time users must create an account. The Portal is located at 

https://wqcdcompliance.com/login. 
o When submitting these files electronically, please use the “Inventory - Rule Updates” category. 

 Fax or Mail 
o Fax: 303.758.1398 
o Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment 

Water Quality Control Division / WQCD-B2- CAS 
4300 Cherry Creek Drive South  
Denver, Colorado 80246-1530ADD  

 
Submittals made by e-mail cannot be accepted. 

 
 

Please note, that until these efforts are completed and the department has complete and accurate materials 

evaluation and sampling pool information, the department will not be considering any reductions in lead and copper 

sampling frequency. Additionally, the department may be increasing monitoring frequency for suppliers that have had 

source water and/or long-term treatment changes (Sections 11.26(2)(d)(iv)(D) and 11.26(8), Regulation 11).  

 
As mentioned above, the department plans to work with suppliers to accomplish this effort.  Suppliers that are not 

responsive or who choose not to work proactively with the department to address any identified issues are potentially 

subject to violations and possible formal enforcement action, as necessary.   

 
 
Enclosures 
Lead and Copper Sample Site Pool Location Details form  
Lead and Copper Materials Evaluation Summary forms 
 
ec: 
Administrative Contact  
Distribution and Treatment Operators 

Owner 
 

https://wqcdcompliance.com/login

