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Velvetleaf (Abutilon theophrasti) is
an annual forb native to Asia. This
summerannual’s seedling is formed
withoneheart-shapedandoneround
cotyledon.Thesecotyledonsarehairy
onboththeupperandlowersurface.
Astheplantgrows,thestemsbecome
erect and can range in heights of 2
to 7 feet tall. Fine and soft hairs are
presentalongtheunbranched stem.
Leaves form alternate from one and
another. They range in size from

2 inches to 6 inches in width and
length.Bothsurfacesoftheleavesare
denselycoveredinsoft,“velvet”hairs.
Leavesareheart-shapedwithtoothed
margins and taper to a point. Single
flowers are born onindividual stalks
at the leaf axils. They are yellow-
orangeincolor,andare 1/2to 1inch
in size. The flowers have 5 petals
andthestamensoftheflowerforma
tube.FloweringoccursinlateJuneto
October.Theseedcapsuleisroundin
shape about 1inchin diameter. The
seed capsulehas9to 15 prickly seed
pockets,arrangedinadisk.Eachseed
pocket contains 3 to 9 egg-shaped
seeds. Seed viability can last up to
50 years in the soil. The plant has a

fibrous taproot.

H abitats for Velvetleaf are
cultivated fields, roadsides,

gardens,fencerows,andwasteareas.

Velvetleafthrivesinnutrientrichsoils.
Velvetleafisdetrimentalincroplands,
outcompetingthestrongestrowcrops
fornutrients and water. It willappear
generally after the last cultivation,
growing quickly and vigorously.

he key to effective control of

Velvetleaf is preventing the
establishment of plants by keeping
seedproductionincheck.Mechanical,
chemical,andculturalcontroloptions
are effective if used in an integrated
weed management approach. Hand
pulling is most effective when plants
areyoung, priortoflowerproduction.
Once established, control options
diminishduetoseedlongevity. Details
on the back of this sheet can help to
createamanagementplancompatible
with your site ecology.

Velvetleaf is designated as a
“List C" species on the Colorado
Noxious Weed Act. It is required to
be either eradicated, contained,
or suppressed depending on the
local jurisdictions managing this
species. For more information,
visit www.colorado.gov/ag/weeds
or call the State Weed Coordinator
at the Colorado Department of
Agriculture, Conservation Services
Division, 303-239-4100.
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Integrated Weed Management recommendations

List C Species

CULTURAL
Since Velvetleaf is generally found in Integrated Weed
cultivated fields, utilizing a proper crop Management:
rotation regiment can prove to be
effective. Planting competitive grasses Preventing the
and forbs in native pastures can assist establishment
in slowing establishment of Velvetleaf. ofplant
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= | HERBICIDES
NOTE: The following are recommendations for herbicides that can be applied to range and
pasturelands. Rates are approximate and based on equipment with an output of 30 gal/acre.
Please read label for exactrates. Alwaysread, understand, and follow the label directions. The
herbicide label is the LAW!

HERBICIDE RATE APPLICATION TIMING

2,4-D + Dicamba
(Banvel+2,4-D)

1 to 2 pts/acre Apply to early growth stages. Add non-ionic

surfactant @ 0.32 oz/gal of water or 1 pt/100
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gal of water.

Glyphosate (Roundup)
*Non-Selective
herbicide*

22 oz/acreif <6"in
height-1to2.7 qt/acre
in > 6"in height

Apply to early growth stages.

Quinclorac (Paramount)

5.3 to 8 oz/acre

Apply to early growth stages.

Pendimethalin
(Pendulum)

2.4 to 4.8 qts/acre

Apply pre-emergance of weed species.
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