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The l;)tory of t 10 Discovery qn' Eb.rly ~lorat:.on 
of the Cl11':t Houses of the !-~eea Verde. 

Written bJ C .c. Mason \11th the Apllrova.1 of t 1 e ".'letr. er ill .:-roe. 

About the year 1880!! the Wethor i ll boys began to winter their 
oai tle in the M&noos Canon and ·its numerous brr ncbes. i:ue 
1:.anooe r 1 ver outs through I' eaa Verde from nortl'.e~·.s to aoutl.weet. 
On t l e southeast si<ie t .hl'ee lar~ e "bru.ncl.es enter tLe canon, .:-.noVTn 
as it.Lew1.s. John on and·Grass ... anons. 'J!r_oee OOl'Tiin.: in fror.1 the 
nortLeaatare .oooasin. l.ilif:t, .i.•avajo and Ute O,anons. li early all 
the aliff, houe.es, t hose ruines dwellings of 11n extin\.lt race, tte.t 
h.e.ve r...e,,de Mesa Verd famous, are in three of tliese side aanons, 
namely J o'hneon, Cl i:t:t and ,, Bava Jo • 

One o! t~te favorite camping plaoee of t l.o l·oys was j n Toh.neon 
Canon, a sr.oirt di stance :rrom t h e r1 var. .. revious to th is time, 
onl7 a few of t J. e sms.ller build.inf.~ hf-d beon seen b7 wl.ite ~en. 
the Indiana oocnpy1ng this pe.rt of the So1~ tl. ,1trn ute Reeei vntion 
were not friendly and the mado it unple· sant fo_ all who oeme 
into theri ooun,tr7; Eo no one bad t nougbt i · ·11orth wniJ.e toexplore 
the uide oanone. Riohard and. Al Wether111 ana. a few other cow 
bo~·s we·re in 'th ~s oamp a ;"reater pnrt o:r each int er ;Al spending 
more time there tlu .n any· one &lee .. 

It was soon lear:o ed thEt un the o non t l.ere W' re seve. • 1 
otLer cliff hou Dee mu ab lar ::er - t. an c.ny :·et disooYaredl 1 e nd A.l 
more tban an., one relrae explored t em. ~b1·ou,.} 1 00 ror e t ioae 
tb•.t I had with hime.nd Riobard, I beonme son~ o·•L1c t inte:-ee: ed. in 
their explorations, eo as soon a s I we.s ~llble to do ao I spent 
a fr1 d17JS 1n their oamp. This ·;t1r. s luring t ·1e 'inter ot 1887- 1888 • 
. 1.1 weat, with me and we visited tl1e larger houses ,a nd by s cratching 
around ,in .rubbish we found se,1'ors l pieces' of nottery nd oth er 
artiolae ueed by the 1Dhab1 tant e. I t·lso o·l imoea around the cl iti s 
alonec and reao ed sever al snwll houses t l.Jat had not:i: bww11 re&obed 
by '~i i¥e men. On o'ur return to t h e home ranch with ti a · tutf 1 0 
1.art 'found ,B .l!. 7e,therill, fu t her of i;t: e .bo7e, sent 1 t to :~ra. Ch· in, 
.,...1!e o~ Kr. Clm.in(Of Chain. Hard3 & Co .• • Stationer s nd .Bo ok elleta. . 
Qf ~anverl/ Ur s . Chain had taken a short trip down t !,e oanon 
a.o.d 'Via~ ted some of tJ.e cliff d";'lellinge, and bhe was .mu oh int er ee'\. ed 
in ti.•. 

In Decemb e1~ ! 688 R iohsrd and. I ate.rt e ry ou·t to expl or'e. '{la 
fol ! owe the Indiaii trail down Chapin l .. eea. between Clift an ~ 
Uava,j o Canons. mil oan:pe at t}. o h ad o.f t ::nn1~11 brancbot· t ! e Clift 
~alu.oe ~otk o! Cli!·f' Canon. Tl:or 1;1 i:J ~ spring of gooa 77ater :n 
this, t :ton, j •· u.nder the r imroc~: . On t : .e srr.ootb rook ue~ our 
oom1 i'.'79 :!owid t: !l"Jriee o oonoeut.cic oirolee cu1i, ·m icl: ~?e 
1~up~ose d ·.vr. s intended to r epr 1..: ~ent t ? e ::;un, and ~.,a ca11aa it 1.l1 e 
Sun ~ook 1 ~-na t .:ie OtJr i ng t 'h.e S11n 1 00~: Sprin3 . \7e ro10 out -;;o the 
po int '0'! t Ju ::"osa1n the ~ngle Jevi7een tl .. e Olit:t l:"a.l a.o e Canon 

nd t!le 1n-na11 fork on whi ch V!!:-:= ou .. o~-!n!?, and ... u.w t l: e ruins -t. at 
Dr. F11w.kee axcf'.ivated in I~I b , t..Ln' cnlJ ed the 'Sun Temple. :!'rom 
the r :im of the o• !ion t..,e h~~ ot r f .iret v! e·.7 of Clitf Pala oo j trnt 
aoroee tl:1 aauo11 from ue. rr o me t ll is is the ~andes vie\v ot t:.ll 
amon& t !1e ancie'b ruins Of' t he Southwest. :'Te rode around t h e head ,o'f 

t h e oc~non and fount r1 way do•.m over the cl iffs t o t l e level of 
ths b ui llings. \Ye spent several tours goiD/" f rom room tu r oom, 
ond p1oked up several artio 1 ee 0 .1. J.. cr" er est ;&1 o.ng them a, ,s rt ont 
e.:x with tL l~anQl e still on it. - b• ·re 'fere nl s o p..r rte of ,s ·evare.1 
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On ... 1 ... r '.? \) is~" Jr I.°:'°' '.:r·."J \1-t~'"I t;'l} ~ 1 

oallo .. t e .JZ:Ouce _ 0 i.1e..1.· on~ J , q i t. ~ t :- t a•. , " 
i ·:i1 ; '!.n 1:1 : ot n 1 ". ~. _, _ .C·~ ee . n. ~::. !l - ~rn o 1.:, 0~1~ J ' 

i.tl 1-.0 • .LOr or Uirs. .Poto.ul>J., , •1:uo 1 .. ,r tr· " "' l " J.'- 11: !,rn: 
V1Jr<l·~ ·. Ile ,r 1c .. :!.on, 1 'l'>t..r~.. ''e 1 i.~1cov~c h1 se·:-:ir; l e 11 
._ot.: os. On 01.r ~ ...... ~ orn.. ·~ : c ·o.ssB t o en p ot c· me oli 
f!":endr ,Ch[..rlos ··010;;~, · 0·1· r 1 rf ~ · ·!l r L. ; . nr.ti•ick. Th!1: •lr • 
n:~ch in 11eres·., ad in ··•un · .. ., .. a •. :·cover ad. ~nu ·we: .. o o to 
t' u .i.·, ou': e ·1:111 r., • .. o o "ul ttc-;,ior. o reli c s . Jop ~1 
·1~n. er ill w ... n L ':fi Lr tl.er:;. AS ~ 1u~ 1 J..On - ·,•'(. - rouna. to ""Ch 1.. r.oro 

wi i.h -:; e horses, tl ay too~: Ju " ·· • ca ..:..1 ou~ .:. l i. t:.o. oot- l ll C'Lrr y 
a111l !W.:i· 'I.heir wa.,· up t.1 El CO.!l 'J!. c..·· b es-:.. _re· · e o• ld. -1h e.T 01.l;; 
1.c.J. provi-· , on "' ,r 11hr . e or for r ' .!~- t· . bt1., ~' e f~ !' e . 1 ic ·,·10..:· o •. e :'h ey 
.a found as ml c1 ~tuft --01:.!. c: rr.. out. _aey o · \i, o !'OulJS. 
had only a ..: ev:i i ~-:.c j .es of rub' in d eJ!l, t.n t 1 't. ~ . 'Ju ~ re1L- S .,, OU'j'L 
tr.a inhe bi tante1 had lef 1.. e·i.- '9r~ tl iJ1~ J.;i e pos sessed ri1~\ t ':':11er~ 
t e sed it last. 

!.:,oLoyd aad ')r rt: Ct r ne·· :l u:· .!'. or .. Oli:S t ime. -;!e di~ :.3 0!!1 '.: 
\10.r}; in ., ""l ... son C::.non;alE,1 ox:. m! .al ':~prt1ce iJ ree ana er· ..., o ~" 
:;ot:ees,;bll't did no t fin! :1nol. ·'fa. :..ti no t y et 1 e" rne~ 1.,, t '!mer. 
~~ar d ·vo.tk ~a~ needed i.o l'!et ro n 1 ts. &rly in t. e sprin•· t r1e 
co :.1 eot1on ··&s t~~:an to _ nru n, ;n ..1xL1 1 ~ ei ·t 1 er 4. ~1(; i ul ot 
ex '00: ~1: -. Lat ot•-e.· neonlil l r be t, s muc h i h t•'lr•J::.:t od Jn t l r1 

oolleotion a:· ·7e ht - beean. f t;1 ourse 1a 3 ooi~ J, 9arne n r r:i 'e. 
Clayton ether ill and I r ntin~ two or h ree ···ee~: s at our llis

ooe::.l, Wallt ~1e.ck t o vhe oa io.i• • .n1j mo.ct e ~omo ~oo i~ f inds . Ai! ong 
the!!'i ?!:! a \.he first mummy a·: tr ounll in t h e c l if r l ous es, t at o~ a 
ch1ld a t ew months old. ':.'!:ere ~urnmies were not amb. ~lnei, bt•t 
Simpl :: dried,from t1Je oor!'SO • r-. .in,..,. t>een bur-ied in "" !" •~un•i 3c r;t 
~ · c ompl Jt e decopaei.tion 11 id '10-.. ta"'e pll.oe. Thi ... m:~ !) a 11l.ed 
to tie other col.lea t i on :' n1.• t~:: A "to JJ !l!nver . : oLo~r - o·~ 1.n,- in 
o · ar15e ana 1 v was soon so l~ o .. ho State Ei.s1ior i a t- 1 Soct37V. 

In Duo J~ber i 889. we Rti•rt et~ oat to m~ a mo'<,n er 001 L acr .. f t'>U , 
~h: a i..ima we '19"EW .t at it 1.n 1 or e business-li'ke 'tm.-.nn eri . Our !' e .... 
viou P wot kt.al brier c·1rr 1 ed ot:t -r·1ot• e to ea ti s f.,"' our 0 :7a on::i.:i: it;; 
tl~nn ::or any othe.r _purpose;bu lt 11 1s ~ ime i t ::a s e. bt"<" ino~s T\ro_...oci t 1.o 
In no worl~ I ht V9. ever di1i C!,ro 0:.1.e '.: expoct~·t1onBoo st .1111nl i; o1l-
sooothinR 1.nn., L n i s t ran i-01 d'i , 11covet·sd &'!Bl .. l :t~l '3 ·:1: il:s. 

~a left th o ~t}erill r• 1 C , ~vo o_ ~e :~i~lm~d. Al 
and ~lr. o let :1oril l . nnn olf . ''an 'lat1 Jl*ill , :;J o:. i:;,he, 
007& sti,l l t ~ cr.ool 1 • 11ot t· l~ti ., rt ~.. t " : i lV .. o 
WrJ oog:...n wor1:: 1.1 fi r r. t c ' i : ho1J 8.a in .. ~nc · .... fl rhnl. 110 1 ' ' & 
has: on ly ion or t. alve roo1...s: .l n 1 t, bu t 1~1.• T:i., nne Ol.At ·.-:ell.. .a nc.:ucx 
oontide,.rabl 9 -pc.rt:.or1 o:... t i · Cfl v~1 uo·v OOC i.ll)~ erl b. bu1 l'li n(·~, & ml 
a s 1 ~ u,cual i n sue' cr. ::a s. • } C c a \'788 uee(1 r. r cl unp - 13'!'ounii • 
.A11 kiad e of rubbish tt.ro·; n c L r e:a,.·: e '.··. cc !' .~oob :;,~. l t.rks, 
squash neo~ s . ,,. d r L'l .... s, ·:Jo '·' .. aumi. h,· u.rtlt e ·!uu pi~-; t.ror-. ti a 
h ou !Jle ; a l eo mnch b.ro :t. 11 11 !'Ot te~ ~~ 1l irr.pler.ieut. s of ti one w1 ... t oua. 
'lh ese rubbieL h eap s nr :J Lo h 1 .. o• n~1 in tJ . e ca~ .• .,J •.·:i t h 11 cl1 '!' 
h ouses, . and TI ere us ed o s t ~ '.! lrll ·11::.oes fo.L. vF-1 ... · i ou o .. i·ticl ... :i , 
a rn9a.r ently put. i.11are ! oJ.· 8ll ti J:;,rnn in .... ''1.'hi - one pro"1ed i;;o b .. r icl~ 

.:.1 



an in a few days -. ... e were ~ble • o send c T1 ao~~ l1ol.· se loe.o oi e· uft 

be.cl: to ~he ranoh. Ne found a.:1 u .. usue.1 number of sandals here and 
nai-ed it Sandal House. 

The sand.ale were made of 1uccR 1 eave's torn into narrow stri'Pc;'e 
and plai t 'ed into a mat t t.e size £· rid shap e ot t h e foot , .and were held 
in :plaoe with etr1nge over t.-e foot. In oold weather, coi·n hu~ke 
and oedar be.rd were l>l&oed u:tder t l1ese strips to keep tl:e feet warm. 
When Sandal House was • 1or~£ed out we moved farther down t h e canon, and 
later up on t~e mesa north ot Johnson Canon,near t r.e h ead of a branoh 
whioh wa. named Aoow1 tz Canon, t.f l.. er a Ute Ind'ian wr o lived in :·a:1oos 
Canon. 

Just tinder tbe rim roe~ at ..,i a • oad of t ~is canon is & b11i ld-
1n.~ to whioh we ;,;ave t 1ut nar.ie of :·ortifiee house. Some walls along 
~he ledge on whioh t ne house is b ~• ilt w,ere una.o·ubtedly pu,t t h ere tor 

e:Cenet ve purpose a. This r ouE·:J did not yield mu oh , 'unti l ona day 
John found by 'meaeuriment tl·rt t i.ere was space und<tr t b ecent er ot 

tba building for a sma.11 'room, l.o wh ich no entranoe oould be found, 
So he made one i.hrough the top. -'he room was a Bl!!all one• not 
over :r .i ve or six feet square ;but r.ta in 1 t were f1 ve skeletOt1 S, 
aboat a dozen pieoee of pottery, S'JVeral ot t : e f inest 'bae'ket e we had Jl 
seen, also a bow and a dozen arro1e, t".11 nearly perf ect e'X'oe1Yv the 
bow, whiob had been broken. ~·~1e " 0}'9 was the bee. vies ona "e D:K 1wver 
found and it was well wraped wit!. sinew. '"ar -c of t he string r emaoned
made of tlwisted stnew a nd larger tl.an ::. slate peooil; ancl : e 'Wh o 
oool.d draw one o: t ose arro•,fs to t i e head wi t J1 such u 1 ow mt st 
h ve be an a po'Uferf ul man. Ono o.£ t Le s1i;e)etona · • .,as ti a. t o.r '· lL=~e 
man, ·.-;l~iol1 had been clot} ed in L ~ui t of buckskin, including a 
cap wl ich i;iras nearly perfeot. :'l ~ balance of 't r.e clotJ1in · hai.l bean 
badly damaged. by rate. It wa s to bim that the bow prob~i...17 
belongsa and he 'may have been a -r eat warrior oLief. 

In 'uhe left hand fork of J ohnFon Ca.non are several houses . The 
largest has about forty rooms. In a ki va in one of thesebou e1e we:re 
t he skeletons of four ~n people who had no doubt been kill ed 
wher:e we f ,ound them. '!Ph ere 'i"lare t";'lo ~own people, c man ana a 
waman ;om~, was t 11at ot a ohi1.d. twel ·~ e or fourteen ~ears old, an1! the 
otiler r. child a 1 ell mon.ths old. :. he skull of each 0 1 t Jl tt nr ee 
old.er ~eople l~ad D!}1tto orush ad, in, and between t l"e!n on t !1 e f l oo:r 
'Ya· a lar _e El 1.rone ax, t 'he bl ..... de o·:' ·.1hi oh jUS\, f 1 tt ed t h e d·int in 
the skulls. The uo:!ef o:r t h e e ' ull o:' t !11 child .. ,;ero sco.t t ored 
a l l a.bout t h e roo.ci • eo \:i e oouHl r1o G ·t ell in '"'hat manner :i t t Pd bean 
:killed. · eJW&t b t t -1 floor ol' tt1 Of;Qn !)(.I Ss~r;e -.1a1 . in o. smnll pit 
:r·o r t·ed by semic! !""t l: r wall , t i rms of whio ~ mere .~ninet tl:e 
x cliff w'r ioh for1 ~'- t.t o ot h er si •J of thu f) i t, we ound. on.L ~ econd 
mw::~uny, t:r:a t o~ L ~nmun. Tl.e fr.co ;ms J ot l.r- ndsome bn .... '1e ca lled 
her Sha. ~7e "had Do en r eo.J in,~ "l'lj 'or Hll ·p:E-rd 1 s St or~· of Sr·e; tl e 
buildinB' ·,r1e c:J.lle~ t ' ~ Sl1 e l: orrne. - -

ldte,r t his we moved ucros"' t' r ~ v er and did "'omF.J '>tork at 
Cl,tff Palaoe,Spruae i .r Je Uou~e a. t .. quare 'l1 ower .Couse. All tl a ss1 
bOPS '6S he~ been nc med t! Q yr:n.r Li l'!'. O.l"&. 1

•
1fte11 the·Je hoQB818 heel l1een 

worked ou·t to onr ea ti ~= ac·tion ·.v•J 1u a a -.; t l o end, so ~ar a s k.10wn 
l.ouses ";'lore oonc ernea . So t;e z .... u.t ~ oil. out to explore. and :'ound 
several mor e. building s tJ:e :'ir8t 1n:.'· '7e work ed t hese out a11J a:~ dr1 
!ouna ~ore houses, end wo~ked ti era au: also. ~e oontinuod in t hie 
way until all the cm.ny branot.aB of lfr.·1ajo Cs.non .had beean ex:plvr ed. 
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Pe:,·ond a oerta_in po in· :r ar •..: i~ a c an · e in t!'t1 ~·ook, c. i ff erent 
s:re.tum of sa .• ~ e one oomes . o o · ur-re.oe r.nd ·' ormP tr e Ot.. l~ vf tJ.e 
mesa, ·,11}·ich does no~ brea! in";o c~1·rn o!' oli..:'f ~ t t o·.··:iri.: ug. So 
tl.<:r e a_· e no cli!f Louses in i t r e l'"'ion. _ o ti a lar e-r hOHPee 
di cov~red by us t ~t winter ~u ~vc t ho nl ~es !ncin~ Pouoo, Lon~ 
l:o' se , t.:u~ !~ouse, l.odak 11 our.o t.nc . .., e • .. ou~e. 0"' all 1 ase ho1: ~ es 
the O? i e no st re .... : ri::able for 1vl.!l i 7M r •tmd in 1 t was t~ o t.·ue o ~.ae, 
so nr ~ea because of four or f ~ va ··m~s found "j ad to et! er wi tr. 
e 'rin~ri oy their hana.lee. "'t 1.npoaret a.a thou~h ti o · eoDle t.l.d 
be in r 1 ~l.tenec1 e.we.y -:vi tr no oppo .. -;;i:ni -~ ~,. to carr. an. :r in·· ';'If tl" 
them. All seemed to have b1Jen lef-;. just where it bl d berJn used 
last. 1. o house in r eea ,, er1 e yiel~ed so uol: in ro ac t i on to _; z e. 
Spr .:.n oame b Jfor e ·::a were. able t a exca vat enll of tf._ese b• ild ingB • 
.. e -ll k-c1 Ot~.er work to do i1nJ l' r V!.n•- made a BP).en.dio COll.eOti on 
we ue~ioed to quit. 

Dur 1n1? tl e :1int9r of 1690- 9I, .. o wor;· v:ras one 1 n i e c 1-1 ff 
. houses. But Ll e following wim.el' .. .,v ... ere a ·-1 in on '&he job, enlH rg-
1n~ Ol.r collection o.,. uwo yee.re nr 1vious, tr r·t l' ad not et boen 
d1' o .e i.. o~ • ..rrly in the snrinr o~ 189r,F .Je~1 S!'"','!tb n~ .C.TJ. :·azard, 
ot . 'inneapolis, bou.~1 t 11e enti re col leC 'i; ' 0 1n ~ ad p'.!.!;.oed it on e:xti b!-
t. on a vhe 'Vorld r r. ~olumb :. 1an ·~l·11'·t.:on at t,.h1ce.-o. r.:r. Sr:iitl. 
and an · rt 1st "t'rom ·1nneapoliss. :'la•· •.c1 e:xt ended "r:i !l' ....... 1 t:J. u :J tnrough 
t.1 e a er '1e and. l cElmo vanon~, 1..i. • rtist mak1n - oolor ed. s~·etc~ ~s, of 
tho cl1rf housee and their s rrovn~in~s. 

\Jn the ''itlwe.y at t 1.e Chief'~ o l!' t. ir • a build1nt we s erected in 
tm1 ta ti on of 'the !1 ,.. tt le oo:r of !!.o 1mo Canon. In this e.., clii'f 1 iouse 
'was :..1rn~n ll ptint e~ in true colors. and tl e coll acti on w&..o lX
h1b1 t ed wt thin., A-!ter t lle e:xhibi t : on olosed, t 1 a colleotiorm ';'JP s 
dol.'!r·ted ~o l.J e L•:l.1Versi ~~r of P1u.n~jlvenia. 

uuring the cu">.mer o: 1e9:::, t l e .·1 J·tl'.arill bo;rs r:o,de a oo J l.uoti on 
for "'ustave, son o. ~a.ron .. d.'.lrdeilFl .!1' JOld o! :...wG•LJn. T,h -:. ~ oolleoti10 ,n 

ie in ~.be Bo.'t1ons.1 •use~ of Stoo .LJ:,olm. l~ orden~kjold a lso ~·.:.i. ve 
ti.e world in book form, one 0 1 t1 e lrnPt d!J aortptio.ns ot t~ ~ c l.i'!f 
d«~alline:e e".~et ie sued, with Li h e cQlored -plat as sbowina 'PO. ter y , 
o:• e,~et s a nd ot1,,er art i cl ee. 

Dur in~ t r.e : ear ld9 2, we :w. 'e .. coll eot ·on f •.•r ttL tJ s~ r o o:f 
(}olora!lo, to 'be used a~ ].)art of 110 ct ate exh:i ~ 1 ~ o.t Oh ioayo. :'h i s 
'tVUB done under tr,c aJervieion o-f A.?. 'l.lrnart., 0 1 De.nver,~!iti! 
~. :7.A::ers of uvranv:o !.nd ~~ icl1a1·u ;;dth1;rill suoaJCei~ely in ohr t F; 
of tie 1ield ~ork. In spite o, tr e fact ~~~~ &!1 of t . ~ ch ~ ef 
dwa11 iOR;B hud bue .• worked ou \. two O!· ~i trt:1e ti '~es, we s uo0 eon '3d in 
makiH a very ::o-ood sl o-cr .ing. In onr •1&r ! : or ~vo,::k , . .,, sel~1 oro cleaa ad 
ot~ \, G r oom t it: t '':'BF: ~ille d eeply 77-, t; rub.bi eh. Oi etn tl.e wall e: 
o~ one or more Etor1oe t cd fr ~lor into the room~ b~lo~, filli~ 
t!'1 ern eev•rel ,t e et i o ep '':Ii t h r c 1Jk 1; a. n:cr t,1r. 1.:r.1 a .. w ~ e.l r.o ot 
inve! iably t .1. e c1~ e ~j ~)'i..S t~01 e e .E' n e or ~ i vne'. '! ho~e ~ : a ctrcnlE!r 
roor.is L _,l·JW tr. I!) rur nc: o·· -i; '3 r n1i • Iii tt r oo1 be inf" on L 11 et ~ P.~ fl 
l ev· •.l t' o t} e :flo(~:r " trh e ti l i 141 1.. .. Ol n•l T, ~,,-, ,ana r.'7 or i! o:"t 9!1 

nearly tul l of --.;} e obrie o~ a .!. l e :ro.11 • . t :·iro:. :'70 did c1ot 
e::z:i::a·;..., teil allY of • ~·) roorr. "' , i.. '" t: o1 j -.. !~;:_ e fiutl oor:1<1':.l 1.l1e-
easi er; 1/Ut iihe: t'ffre well .. Ju h Li , 1 tiOl" ru~t1 i re l ... o cl iJar t' ·m 
out. - a ki··;b -..me o 11 vin rOOlD o • l. 1 o ol ~ff % c. .,,e ller. ' l "! ' o 
ie c.lwa,:/B f. flre J)lt1ce in t~ tt canter . lto t :.: (l.C n:i:::. fi nd T.., llo si 011 
t J.e .i. loore. t=i.nd tools ol. b orrn un & ~ un.J . :- ~i· s nearly n1t1a.ya _ otmci ; 
&t: d 't110 wc.lls ; r e a!W&,i' EJ srr.o.:o~. _ j d 1. ~ ue.re l·ocms ::: al do!!. !l v e 
i'ire,plaoee in_ t.rh1m. 

The State collection .mt. i. €1 l :...et .. :o m ue in u.esu Jorde. .fto.r 
the !<'air 1t was brouf;h~ bt:.,cl< ,".! Co1orado a nd 1 s no~? 1JJ t!~ o ~ta.~~ Mu ceum 
e.i: JJ~nver. 

• "t 



-
la &.t.in~ these v. rlous ccl1 1ot. one we lea.rne· muoi. o· tl e Cli:t.f 

Dwe1-ler • s mode o:: life. The;,· '"ere aooricul turalist e r n. rair ed or ops 

0 :'. oorn, beans and sqi aseha; ~nu tept tame turke~ e. Thei" 1~orn is a 

~,rollow dent, ?:1 t i: '='OJ! e red ec re, not at all 1: ke t e oor· f .. own by 
tl:.e !:ave.Jo•;:; · Their be~ns ar•1 !-'.:... illl='r to tr e brown heane of t 'I' e . e:z:
icr: ns. .l he r qpashee were o:t ~ood size. It ie not certa inwl· ere, they 
did t h eir :'arming, exce-ot 1r1 ,. faw le.ces. Almost ever·• ho1:~e has 

its turkey pen in Which tl tl Dirds ·;vare probfl 11,l:, f~etene '.l au lli~ht. 
f be;, also used the . eeu of h.P.Ll~ quE r i.er ~Lll~ ot: er wil' .,lr nts 

for food, ~-s .. l-e :.avajos do :.oday, 
1.'heir clothing seemed to r ave boo en l .1m1l-ed to ihe !C eat1 er b.,lE:nk iet 

a..nd sanaal, often with flhort e.'irt and bri toh- a lout of cedGr bc.rk, 
an~ t e~ e probabl y ,:rere not evan ·:orn in \Vt r"'n .1ee.tber. Th·1; ere 
no ioubj euoo oeef,·l hu ·1t ers, aE: ""o ~-t of the1 r bone im!)llemen'tf' ;~ :ere 
mad a o! deer bones. Beads arv1 "£. n~· o.f the j r a'1,1e were iada of t 1L1 rk ey 
bones. ~ ·,ot muol. buckskin wae ound. 

As to 1'!1e antiquity of tl.e cliff dwellin11s, notbin~ def .:.ni te ce.n 
i-e said. T1 e oa.rlieat S'O&niel ex,1orers did not mention tneJ'I. Mo 
so1m,p o:' wri t:lna • no i:lcrtio l.e o! 'i•etal OT otl er material the:\, .. ou1d 
i n ica".:: e :hepre··ence of o .~xi1 !:. ed ';'Tl11te m:n, were found in eea \1erde. 
On t, ~ \Tell of Insoription rouse, in northern Arizona, is wt:r. t uppears 
to h"v.:r baen e. mEnne and I6ul ,no do"Ubt the year in which the inscription 
re.e ,made; and the bui'ldin · ~e.f· ::i 'Jin r: t that tin e. Onl·· r fev: letuere 
o~ t} e .. ·me are n:o" legible. '- eere ca n be but 11 ttle doubt Um t none o 
o! the i nl!P.bitant ~ remained r.:.t tl t.• tima. Thi ~ carries tif! bac1: 
nearly four c e.nturiee.. 'If' e tm ildiage t ilerr.sel ves, be::..ng pro :ieo.ted by 
tl1a overhnn1?ing cliffs, do no~. s110 11 age. TL !." ic easily aocO\J nted for 
by a d.r..,. at•'"10S!'llere and absol nt •) protectiou from r~1n. SonJO' f r ont 
•mll~ t.hnt a.:: e .. ,artly exposed ~ .,;: e complete ruins. On t li ese .alls 
traee :;a, lar ~ e as any in tr ~ vic!..1 .ity a re -rowintt in f.l " erf tictl~· 
nor"r.cl w;:':.y, s howing t l at but l:ittte chfa tP e 11t.. s t k on plr:.ce dtn ... i ri~ 
their lite. .. he e uoe tree a Spruce Tree Pou :- e wes ~ro·.~ ini; i H t" e 
rt11ns o! an ouner wt:ll ;l!or · an~k Joli\ oountedlv~ arulu{ot l ('Prowtii r i ~gs 
eho\V1 M~ tl:rt t~ . eB·J walls ·.'7eri:: in ruins ut le .... et BOO ;f e&r a o. '!:'bere
.fo1' e ,tr.ere c.o.n be no d.oubt tht t Le ol 1 ff d7tell1n~s hc·v_e been nn
occupiede. t 1 e~ st 400 y ears, { . . u probably :for " much 'lon.,.o,r t i !'Je. Con
~id arable na tJ is ,,er 1od • see'!r.s, it rras ver. ~r· aho.rt oom11cred to t ha 
timtt the oavee o! .. esf~ er1111 lx.v e bee!l 1 .ha bit ed o humt'ln b~ inE"' B· 
rho ~LVQ 1.n ':';' i 1Cl ~pruo&. l'rfle ~!~1JSe SuE<.I1uB d iS prob~ r'l,7 !J 99fi a 'f' l ong 
tind "'Ontinuously 1nUCb1 ted EU lln::· in t t i .- n r ·ion. It is \\ry, .roll 
pr'oteot,ea . ror.: ' ... h~1 wi nd c.nd i~e· .r p1ent~ - f :-;e. t "r. 

On tb1 wall o"' one :kiva sixt ao.n coa ts of ulay,'71 ioh r.s ~1 l·eert u s e <i 
c e a wh'itf wae-h, 7111.th e s J::ir· ri l ~~ qrs o !'. bla cJr SIIJOL e'• ~'te l'..: c ot.nted. 
Nec.1 this - nola s!x f eet d1 i u not rave!. t e •1ott o~J 0.1 ·!·c11nd 
l!'..e.de t"Jl almot t eut L·ely frorr 1 111 c L :! mortar o:' ~nll E.: t l:e .. t he J. li ar•n 
torn dO";"l.t'.l ~nd t l. IJ .reel tH:ied f1· t: :-eiH1ild.1ng. 

l!O\l mnny tines mue L I. iu ""t' i•C ••Be have been r epes. t ed? Tte s>1 faote 
and otJ\ 'ts ·prove thut lihe ct~ ·· " "or e used for dwellina placeE 1 r..:. r a 
lon~ ~eriod of time. Bu ~ i~ rom inod t or almo ~ t t ~e 1 tSt wor T ~e d id 
1n :!esa Vtrc:te to "'ive \It ar ~ tl:inb lH.e u ba sis on o;v!.icb t v CE'llcu l~ts 
t 'ime. It ·wes late 111 t l: e ' ''"ir:or o:' I892 . ~h! le we ";':' EJJ.' a ·."Zork1ng on 
the State coll ~c ·t i on, in on~ c_ t: .e f· r wes t er n br anch es o! r e.vc Jo 
Ca:non,at r;l .. .E~·t 'ie oa!.lel' tha St .,n li ov se, ::f'.rom a stair\tC.)"' ox serios o.t 
et on e st ops leading fro. t•1e o ~e t o t 1Je ~ee a'bov·e. O nl~ a srr.a.ll 



!)Ort"! on of t·· e nortr.e.rn end of ho cave is 00011 >ie b:. bu 11 .. i ns :::, 
1eaving a oonetdereb l e apa.oe ooen. In w i s open . ')&C • - or<1 ens:lc~old 
m1d.e or~ :ood finds. but he di not m deep enough to r et on•J ot 
thQ mor-t important 1 tems of tnrormation yet l iAOOVt?red. "!1hi r.. OA V81 

does not seem to haoa been a fa·.rorit ii place o .. rbode for U:o ,, lif:t 
DweJ 1 er. '!'he do not appear to have 11 vod 1.n 1 t var; lon - • ..... nd onl3' 
a smal 1 oommuni ty at that. On tl~ e sur a.co of 1:.r.e "'naoe tlO't oocn1;1iad 
by buildir1,-e, ~hen we were fir: " tnere, was .Lr o" one to ~wo incl es of 
:tine duet . l'nder this was the usual ..:liff .1r.1eller ru bbi fll-; e eV81l'al 
if.'eet da~p near tr1e buildings, thinning out to only a "!.'itw incl ·S at 
o"..ter pl< oes. Under 'this stratum of rubbisl ·.·1e .: olcwti "l~ro• t':Vo to 
tt...roe feet ( 1 t was not evenly d .:.. s t ribui;ed) llll:1 ot dirt sio 11 r. t ·o 
t ne eur·aoe dirt, only quite solid an · oompajot 1..r.d dovu1don1,;irely Ol. 
!..:ly "' i ~no:r human preeeno e. Und '?r tl eis. however, were u.e rer.,1~i.cs 
o'!' a.no ient buildini;i:s o·i wood ;no s t. one havinr bee.1 ~1 •d in t1.e, r 
oons-.,ruction. -hoy had been des tro ad l,y r ire, ·t enonp-h c: a1·aa 1i.ac:l 
par ially ourufJd wood remained to ~1 vo an 1 dea o.:: }1ow t' ": "'ero ynilt; 
mucii 11::r.e tr e !.avajo hogan o t:odr-i.; · . "'e :fot .d · 4 ~-iieoes of rni ca 
pottery, i..be roughest and oruti o!' t we hacl eVu.l' a.ion, uein;- uu-ul:.ed 
a.::JJ un.paint. ,ad. l~ot muoh different from o;vhr.t child ren somu"V11T'ee 
ma e in olay, except .. hat the s i .a rw rro.e r - i l t:tl:. A. t e71 bo:v1: ~r nned 
pieou-e . ad been mou1ded in oaskets, 1,,l:J e 1mrr i n t of t ,t & be.a!·: et b &ing 
un rnifltal.t.: ble on 'the outside. Arel aeolo -1 st' tell u~ tl:u t ~ '!'irst 
nottery R.as rr.ade t t at way. 11ll e important pa;-t o:!' t}·.is d1sco·~ ery, 1-ow
ev ~r • is i..he positive proof of r ~ · t antiquity of t ,.1 e oleer r ins 
whic · .crnuld not be lee.e than 500C ;·oars, and ..,robebly tl.e~r ~re mt ah 
older • 

.. :ore .r eceni:;, wor ?"' on both • i o ~1e of the !';;an : uan river iu sot tl er11 
l' tal and ·1orll ern Arizona. f)r ov~ :· ti e., ond ·:u estton ~r f.l t l " ca,. u£ of t !.a 
f' action have oeen m ed e.s c1well.; n~ .. nd bur 1ai 1'>1.acea t.t:r..:ing·r lo.n.,. ugee" 
and aleo indiontee t ":.at wo or !':'lure dietinot !' :'.-Cte, or the san e r~oe, 
in ve·.r. diff arent pl '"-See of 1 ts a cl •ancernent, tavo 1 uo ess · V&l:f 
oocupied t hem. he skulls of t l ., ore ancient peC''tlle are o:: -i~ tur.al 
.e.r t l> a, wl1ile tl~ o cl1'f1 ho,use L. u i lder ! e.s th e ~kt 11 flut eJ1ecl noaJ.: ly 
·rier11ind1oulu r l y oahi nd. The~ a'!,')poar t o have ··1:ti,(:l e no pot ~r· • b\· t 
warri:1 adente in -:;,: e ma.n ufe.o'tur e 01' r e.skate. It i ... not Ot.l it.1..i ti1£- ~ 
~ Le.1. u~.ed \.h e "O~? :ind a rrow, b t oer tcinly d id pos ses s ~eapon. one 
oalled .i·tlutl, s till in uee, I unde;~ st:and, i n ~Om'1 T}Urt~ C·"! OJ. 

•.1S1oo. ·;Lor ,e were ul=o rr.any otl e r a'! f ,. 1re1.;i ca 3 in t. Ci i1· . 1 uf;,. ot\~res: 
Ladt .eir mo·~o o:' lL.e. T11e.r e ~ r.ti.l' 'mucL ·i;o bu i. o ::. ruo~ on ir 
subJoct. i 0\'10\er, i her is t.. ,,n r ... · o~· r rcl.o.eolog iste1'rom iar ... ;· : ~'l 
Colle"'e in tl:e i'ield eac t eunur.or, 'nitr. Clr1.~ toLl ··retlrn r l ll &s as!:' is .f..nt' , 
and er the. kr~o~~ w: _~. t ·t.o look for end .. .,:1 a1· · to look for it, tJ o~· 
.e re :a1 re to 4"1.:r o':7 mnoh ligh t o , t t. is obac•1r o p ~ ,e ot hi story. 

AnotLei. inter.a.tin : qtJest i ori . on ·.1!1ici: we ;~ined soma inforr 't ! op, 
ic ':'1,!.et b ec~.mt1 o. h cliff d·:1 ol l ar. I hE. vo nlread~r li 11 sori 11 otir 
find of .a fat1ily UUI ~ereJ in iva o: vnf• o: t i o hot·sesin Jor:in:•on 
Oe.nou. In L kivf~ in .c' uebC11l y '" -0 ·• ~o una e ~·. ;:i l e t cns of t;to •u.. , ac..ol. 
~-;1: 1 . < Em nll ro\1ud l!olo in lu vi ] • • o n0al\t r-l ot ..,1 t · an r:.trl.\'t 
ac1d thrwo' :into .no !.·0om,af· ,. l . 4 • l rJ 11 un~ ,., ~rft j \l !, t. u11 ~or 1,e 
ont!' :: :noe. The r 1nLl t r(!. : ed 17 o~ J f' l -1 1". d -;oltf la:- n i· ob t'lY 0001 .... ed 

t ~liff 'P le.co. '...'{1era i a FOtJ • l ;OOT1 &.( rl(l11bt i..11t t fie >1£ -J , 
\":1 't stood an eY-te.ac!.e r:ie. o. 1.re 11 t ~ro bt; i l •1 i nc on J r to 
t.111ti •:rs er '-! i ound b;· L~e. .d.11 -f' -; JO i!'t on •.1r,.i cJ1 t1 ~ .. lo,,rF 
~1p·a :ia1.:t end roo~:::: t7er a _a i d. . Jt-d bocn •roncna out. 1lhet:£1 t imbers 
ere bi:il t in~o the '.'mlla E• Tl·1 di f .. io ti l t to !''3rr.-9veY~n t Le 11-tl "-' 
wi Ll O\,BOn 'Rhich t11 mu d roof Fo i·p'!"e:· ,f j oOrf' t' !" e ls i d S.:' P or ,. ,,_ 
f1d1 -: "Cak.en out • •. o pl r.i.12r.ible ~OEF011 for t 1'1° has be n a ~10ed, 

.. 



exoert thr:. t 1 t w• s us ed :or fuel.. :.notr.er et rt nge oircumt> ance ie, 
the t ~c man: ot t he :: r vel uable poaeessione ,~ ere left in tr e ~o ome 
snd oovered witl-:. the ol:-~y of TihioL the roofs and upper tloore '.7ero 
made ,not to mention ae.n~' of ti· e wt..lle th"'.t were 'broken do1l1n in .. 
t9e.r in. ot. t trle t imoers. It ·:1onld seem thet t.' e intention ·n en to 
conoo~l t he1r valuablee,so ~l~t their enemies might not secure t!1em;or 
perhaps the people were in . uch d ~spE ir thE ii prooer" ·,·bs no't considero 
There ';'1 r re mr- ny lrnman bones so: t t. cned about,as Liltough Pevu.ral ..,,. 
people had been killeJ. end l t!n t uni nried. 

a d ~li:ff Palace been a.ba.n!O!led, C..t he.~ beea suc 11.ested, ~~nll "11l~ e 
tirnuers used "n ot er buildin.--:~ , 11 urnvable r.r t'tale i:. of val1: e 
'9iOl1l\l h L ve been t :. ... :en 1:way ,. ~:nti !"'UC! o: 1 t b1·o ·an r.nd dest rtyed un-
11ec•1sse. 117. It seem. to mo t1.f t t· ,er u o n be no aoubt i.h! t the 
011.:.: :1.. D:waller e wer~ ertormin.al en by their moro savag e ana we...--like 
.o.eic;hriors. Tl: e Mon ?.°'"11.ng kil LeO:. a·1d t 1 e ~~omen be.ing adopted in .. ~o 
the t.~1 be of t!io oa11queror11,, al thoug~ in eome ct.see mig.re.tio.ne may 
hnTe tiecome neo.e1se.ry ee n. '"'J 11 t of rou"trh or pr e s cure f rom out ::1 ido :X 
tribee. 

Sgd. by t: . C. !.~aeon 
ann.e.ne epprl ve,l b:• t l. e '/etl". ·1rill o~te. 

_ r &ueor :i'lrnd bj Do1. C. La~'ont. 

i~ 
Jun_e .. ao, I 918 

It ~ust be tu illing indeed., t o pi ck up eornetl. ing Just wi,er s vne 
of t: o·se ·people h~d left .it po ~ sibl~ ore 'thG.a ;:. t nousanu . ear.' ' v1r;o. 
~his time hee a.11 : lo7ln in socoD .. 1E: . _!.ere ';!ill com,o fl. t imo ~hen 
today will be c. ·t houea_nd y ee.rs a i;o. .1.0. t \'!ill be t:l e cl:nnge? 

D.oJ.L. 

' • 

7 

-




