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Lee Simpson has dedicated nearly 50 years to the water profession in 
Colorado and to the advancement of expertise and professionalism 
among Colorado’s water and wastewater operators. Lee was a founding 
member of the St. Charles Mesa Water District in Pueblo County and was, 
for 36 years its district manager. During the 1970s and 80s, Lee organized 
and taught water and wastewater operators in Southern Colorado 
through the Pueblo School District. 

In 1980, Lee led the effort of water districts in rural Colorado to organize. 
This effort resulted in the formation of the Colorado Rural Water 
Association, an organization dedicated to providing quality training and 
professional assistance to operators throughout Colorado. Lee served as 
president of the Colorado Rural Water Association for 8 years and later 
served 8 years as a director on the board of the National Rural Water 
Association. Lee has been an exemplary leader. He has dedicated many 
years to the hard work of seeing that Colorado’s water and wastewater 
operators are well-trained and reflect high professional standards. 


