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OCCUPATIONAL PROFILE: SURGICAL TECHNOLOGIST 

Surgical technologists work in the operating room, helping to provide a safe, sterile environment and adding to the efficiency of the operating room team. Surgical technologists help set up the operating room with surgical instruments and equipment, sterile linens, and sterile solutions. Technologists prepare patients for surgery, transport patients to the operating room, help position patients on the operating table, and cover them with sterile surgical "drapes." Technologists also observe patients' vital signs, check charts, and help the surgical team scrub and put on gloves, gowns, and masks. After an operation, surgical technologists may help transfer patients to the recovery room.

SALARY: Median $25.84 hourly; $53,470 annually.  Most surgical technologists work a regular 40-hour week, although they may be on call.

OCCUPATIONAL OUTLOOK:  2012-2022 - growth 15% to 21% faster than average 
Hospitals will be the primary employer, although much faster growth is expected in physicians’ offices and outpatient care centers, including ambulatory surgical centers.

ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS:

The programs involve classroom instruction and practical experience in medical terminology, ethics, and medical aspects of surgical care, asepsis (sterile techniques), anatomy and anesthesia. Good communications skills also required.
BACKGROUND: Candidates will be required to take a background check and cannot have prior records of drug or substance abuse.
TRAINING/CREDENTIALS:

Employers prefer certified technologists. They can obtain professional certification from the Liaison Council on Certification for the Surgical Technologist by graduating from a CAAHEP-accredited program and passing a national certification examination. They may then use the Certified Surgical Technologist (CST) designation. 

SCHOOLS:  Programs vary in length from 18 to 24 months.

Aims Community College – Associates Degree – 24 months - 61 credits


Concorde Career College – Associates Program - 64 credits  

PIMA Medical Institute – Associates Program -18 months – 77 credits
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