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STAFF SUMMARY OF MEETING

  COLORADO REAPPORTIONMENT COMMISSION

Date: 08/26/2011 ATTENDANCE

Time: 06:00 PM to 07:28 PM Atencio E
Berry X

Place: Community Center Steamboat 
Springs

Carroll E

Jones X
This Meeting was called to order by Loevy X

 Tool Nicolais X
Salazar E

This Report was prepared by Tool X
Bo Pogue Witwer E

Webb E
Carrera X

X = Present, E = Excused, A = Absent, * = Present after roll call

Bills Addressed: Action Taken:
Welcome and Introductions
Public Testimony

Witness Testimony and/or Committee Discussion Only
Witness Testimony and/or Committee Discussion Only

Note:  This meeting summary is not an official record of the commission or of the meeting.  It is not 
intended to serve as a transcript or minutes of the commission meeting.  The audio recording of the meeting 
is the official record of the meeting.  This summary may be used as a guide to the audio recording.  To 
access the audio recording of a commission meeting, visit the Colorado Joint Legislative Library located in 
the State Capitol, Room 048 (basement/ground floor level).  You will need to note the date, time, and 
location of the meeting to access the audio recording.  Copies of the audio recordings may be obtained at 
the library if you bring with you blank, recordable compact discs or a flash drive.  Librarians are on site 
and available to assist you with accessing an audio recording.

06:00 PM  --   Welcome and Introductions

The commission was called to order.  Commissioner Tool made some introductory remarks about the 
meeting process and then provided his background.  Commissioners Jones, Carrera, Berry, Loevy, and Nicolais 
introduced themselves to the audience.

06:04 PM

Ms. Kate Meyer, Reapportionment Commission Staff, provided background on the commission, its 
appointments, and the time table within which it must perform its duties.  Ms. Meyer then outlined the federal and 
state legal criteria that the commission must observe as it redraws the state House and Senate districts.

06:09 PM  --   Public Testimony

The following persons testified at the Steamboat Springs hearing:
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06:09 PM    --    Mr. Harry Kottcamp discussed the communities of interest and issues associated with 
Grand County that make it different from counties to the east of it, such as Boulder County, and make Grand 
County a better fit with Western Slope counties.  These issues include water, tourism, industry, transportation, and 
ranching.  He also explained how Grand County is culturally similar to other northwestern counties and different 
from Boulder County.

06:20 PM

Mr. Kottcamp discussed the consideration of political affiliation in the redistricting process, and a House 
map for the Western Slope considered by the commission, but not adopted, that includes Grand County with other 
Western Slope counties.  Mr. Kottcamp responded to questions about the potential for including Grand County in a 
House district with Eagle and Summit Counties.  Discussion ensued regarding the current inclusion of Grand 
County in a Senate district with Boulder County.  Discussion followed regarding redistricting plan H3001, which 
was not adopted.  Mr. Kottcamp submitted a petition (Attachment A).

06:27 PM    --    Mr. Ted Kaplysh discussed the difficulties associated with the redistricting process, and 
the consideration of political competitiveness in redistricting.    He entered a letter into the record (Attachment B).  
Discussion ensued regarding the issues and criteria considered during the drafting of the commission’s proposed 
House plan.  Mr. Kaplysh responded to questions about considering political competitiveness in redistricting.

06:34 PM    --    Mr. Al Olson supported previous testimony and submitted a petition (Attachment C).

06:35 PM    --    Mr. David Arnold supported previous testimony.

06:36 PM    --    Mr. Chuck McConnell discussed popular opinion in Grand County about the county being 
included in a House district with Boulder County, and issues that make Grand and Boulder Counties differing 
communities of interest.  Mr. McConnell also discussed differences between Jackson and Larimer Counties, and the 
communities of interest that Grand and Jackson Counties share with counties to the west, such as Routt.  He 
requested that Grand and Jackson Counties be left in the current House District 63.



Colorado Reapportionment Commission (08/26/2011)   Final

3   Final

06:41 PM    --    Mr. Jack Taylor, former state Senator representing himself, discussed his service in the 
state legislature.  Ms. Geneva Taylor discussed public opinion that was expressed when Grand County was removed 
from Mr. Taylor’s Senate district during the last round of redistricting.  Mr. Taylor discussed certain watersheds on 
the Western Slope, and issues associated with the use of Grand County water by Front Range communities.  Mr. 
Taylor discussed travel difficulty in Western Slope areas, and how this impacts service in the state legislature.  He 
explained how Grand and Jackson Counties would effectively be disenfranchised under the proposed House plan , 
since state representatives from Front Range-dominant districts would be unlikely to travel to these counties.  Mr. 
Taylor also suggested keeping district numbers the same where possible.

06:51 PM    --    Mr. Richard Klumker, representing himself, supported previous testimony, and discussed 
differences between the east and west sides of the Continental Divide.  Mr. Klumker discussed the current state of 
the economy on the Western Slope, and the loss of representation on the Western Slope.  He asked if there was 
another way to go about redistricting rather than census figures.

06:54 PM    --    Mr. Gary Burkholder, representing himself, discussed water issues on the Western Slope 
and how the watersheds create a community of interest.  He also said that the residents of Boulder are not like those 
on the Western Slope.

06:56 PM    --    Ms. B.J. Vale discussed travel difficulties on the Western Slope, and the slighting of 
Western Slope counties in the redistricting process.

06:58 PM    --    Ms. Nancy Stuart, representing Grand County as a commissioner, discussed efforts on the 
part of Grand County to work with Boulder County to reopen the Rollins Pass road, and issues associated with 
wilderness areas.  She then discussed water development issues that affect Grand County, and the loss of the 
county’s voice that would result if it were included in a House district with a Front Range county.  She also 
discussed organizations and service areas that unite Grand County with Western Slope counties.  She requested that 
the commission reconsider the proposed House plan as it pertains to Grand County.  Ms. Stuart responded to 
questions about certain civic organizations.

07:06 PM    --    Ms. Catherine Carson, representing the Routt County Democratic Party, discussed the loss 
of voice associated with being in a noncompetitive district, and requested that Routt County be included in a more 
competitive district if possible.

07:08 PM    --    Mr. Mark White, representing the Jackson County Republican Central Committee, 
discussed how the district population numbers would be affected if Jackson County were to be moved from House 
District 49 to House District 63 in the commission’s proposed plan, and the benefits to the county of doing so.  
Discussion ensued regarding this potential move.

07:11 PM    --    Ms. Peggy Mitchell supported previous testimony about moving Jackson County into 
House District 63 in the proposed plan, and discussed public opinion about Jackson County being in a House 
district with Larimer County.  Ms. Mitchell discussed the communities of interest and issues that unite Jackson with 
Western Slope counties.  She also supported including Grand County in a Western Slope House district.

07:14 PM    --    Mr. Dennis Carpenter explained why Kremmling and Grand County are different than the 
Front Range, and discussed his current representation in the state legislature.
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07:17 PM    --    Ms. Heather DeVos supported previous testimony regarding keeping Jackson and Grand 
Counties with Western Slope counties in the House plan, and discussed the disenfranchisement that would occur if 
these counties were to be included in House districts with Front Range counties.  She discussed the shared 
communities of interest among Jackson and Grand and the Western Slope counties.  She also discussed certain 
conflicts of interest that would occur under the proposed House plan, and the legal criteria the commission must 
consider in the redistricting process.  Ms. DeVos discussed potential solutions for moving these counties into a 
Western Slope House district.

07:22 PM    --    Mr. Bob McVay explained that it would be unlikely that state representatives would be 
elected from Grand or Jackson County were they to be included in Front Range House districts.  He discussed the 
communities of interest that unite Grand County with the Western Slope.

07:24 PM    --    Mr. Thomas Cary explained why he does not feel a connection to Boulder County as a 
resident of Grand County.

07:26 PM    --    Mr. John Rich, Jackson County Commissioner, requested that Jackson and Grand County 
be included with the Western Slope in a House district.

07:28 PM

A number of communications received at the Reapportionment Commission Staff offices were also entered 
into the record (Attachment D).  The commission adjourned.
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