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The Colorado Workforce Legislation Task Force

The passage of the federal Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act of 2014 (WIOA)
marks a pivotal moment in the history of the public workforce system. Through this
law, a vision is cast to build a system that is driven by the needs of businesses and
workers, provides excellent customer service through comprehensive one-stop centers,
and supports regional economies. Workforce boards are called to work strategically to
align programs and integrate services within each local workforce area to best meet the
needs of customers.

With the implementation of WIOA, existing Colorado law must be updated to comport
with the federal act and to create the best opportunities to build a world class talent
development system.

As we enter into the process of crafting new state legislation, the CWDC recognizes that
the strongest statutes are built from the ground up in partnership with all of those
affected by and tasked with implementing state law. County commissioners continue to
play an integral role in workforce development under WIOA, and the voice of
commissioners in crafting new legislation is critical to maintaining the best aspects of
our system.

WIOA creates a group of “core programs” who adhere to the same performance metrics
and planning guidance. The voice of these programs in the process is vital to developing
state law that supports and enhances partnerships.

WIOA impacts a large number of federal programs by incorporating them as required
service delivery partners in the one-stop delivery system in each local workforce
development area. These partners are also encouraged to join in the efforts to craft
legislation to ensure that our state law can support all of the work being done to match
businesses with talent and to assist individuals in obtaining the training and support
they need to achieve self-sustaining employment.

To join the Colorado Workforce Legislation Task Force or to learn more about this
process, please contact Lee Wheeler-Berliner at 303-318-8223.
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