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SPECIAL CALL COUNCIL MEETING

The City Council of the City of Las Animas, County of Bent, State of Colorado, met in special session in the City Council Chambers on Tuesday, May 3, 2016, at 6:00 p.m.  There being present at roll call were the following members:



Mayor:


Jim Collins


Council members:
Troy Abdulla





Frank Schmeiser






Sonny Smith



Elizabeth Ybarra
Absent:


Jan Cline




Eloy Salazar



Mayor Lawrence Sena declared a quorum present.



Others Present:

Sam Vigil, City Attorney

Ron Clodfelter, Superintendent of Light & Power






Charmaine D. Tripp, City Clerk & Treasurer






Ashley Brandon, Interested Citizen





Kathy Dieterle, Interested Citizen






Randy Losey, Interested Citizen






Jerry Nickell, Interested Citizen

Councilman Frank Schmeiser led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Jim Collins supplied copies of the Intergovernmental agreement between the City of Las Animas and the Bent County Sheriff’s Office and some statistical data.  Mayor Collins stressed that this is a council work session and public input meeting and no action will be taken during this meeting.

Mayor Collins restated the options that were previously discussed.  Option #1-leave budget the same. No charges.  Option #2-rebuild the Las Animas Police Department.  Option #3-create a new Intergovernmental Agreement and fund a new officer at the cost of $43,000.00 per year.

Mayor Collins opened the floor for Citizen input.  Mr. Jerry Nickell stated that the Sheriff is currently having trouble hiring deputies.  Mr. Nickell also asked if the money would be designated for the new officer only.  Councilman Frank Schmeiser asked if the language could be added to the contract.  City Attorney Sam Vigil stated that is could be added to the contract.

Councilman Frank Schmeiser suggested that the cost of a new department would be very expensive.  Councilwoman Elizabeth Ybarra stated that she talked to her constituents and they would like to see the deputies lived in the City limits.  Councilman Troy Abdulla polled his district and received some negative feedback concerning the Sheriff’s Department as well as Councilman Robert Smith experienced the same response from his constituents.
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Mayor Jim Collins recognized Randy Losey.  Mr. Losey asked the Mayor if a study had been done to see what the cost of hiring a new department would be.  Mr. Losey also wanted to see the Sherriff’s Office create a face book page for the County.
Mayor Collins stated that the County has not provided 24 hour coverage and Code Enforcement has been non-existent.  Both were written into the Intergovernmental Agreement and have not been provided.  The City has been paying Charlie Duran for the Code Enforcement that has been done.  Mayor Collins reminded the Councilors that a decision will need to be reached at the next Council meeting or a committee will need to be created to study the issue.  

Mayor Jim Collins declared the Meeting Adjourned at 7:09 p.m. 

____________________________________






Charmaine D. Tripp, CMC







City Clerk & Treasurer 

ATTEST:
______________________________________

Jim Collins, Mayor 


