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What natural resource problem(s) did the project address?





African Rue is a succulent plant native to North Africa and the Mediterranean and was first introduced to the United States in the 1920s. It grows aggressively in arid climates and has noxious weed status in western states. It is toxic to people and livestock and outcompetes native species such as dry land shrubs and grasses. It has a deep woody root system, spreads by seed and root propagation, and can thrive in almost any dry conditions and soils.


The first and currently only discovery of African rue in Colorado was in 2008 in Las Animas County.  It is List A species which means the State Weed Law identifies it for eradication wherever it is found in the state.


The Spanish Peaks- Purgatoire River Conservation District used Matching Grant funds to map and treat this one known population of African Rue to prevent it becoming permanently established in the state.





Colorado State Conservation Board 2009 Matching Grants Project:


Spanish Peaks-Pugatoire River Conservation District: African Rue Eradication





What was achieved?





Mapping efforts continued, expanding known area of African Rue from original 72 acres to 200 acres or more.


District, CSU Extension and Colorado Department of Agriculture staff participated in mapping efforts 


50 acres of African rue infestation spot-treated by fall spraying by licensed pesticide applicator using Arsenal (double original acreage projection)


Funding being secured for treatment of African Rue in 2010





African Rue was first found in Colorado in 2008. Strenuous attempts are being made to eradicate it form the area in Las Animas County where it has its only known foothold.
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Hoary cress has an “allopathic” competitive growing advantage, which means it release chemicals that prevent other plants growing near it. Even after spraying (picture right) reseeding with desirable plants that can establish in the chemically altered soil, or mechanical treatment to break up the chemicals before reseeding, will be critical to preventing future weed infestation.








