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What natural resource problem(s) did the project address?


In 2007, 200 acres of Sulphur cinquefoil – a listed state noxious weed - was found on public and private lands south of Norwood in San Miguel County. This was a first discovery of the weed in the county. Noxious weeds quickly spread to become increasingly difficult and costly to control.  Discovering a relatively small, isolated occurrence means eradication is achievable before the population becomes too established for anything other than continuous control investments to mitigate further spread. A 5-year target for Sulphur cinquefoil eradication in San Miguel County has been made and its treatment is a high priority target for the San Miguel County Weed Program The San Miguel Conservation District partnered with the San Miguel County Weed program to reach a goal to treat 100% of remaining Sulphur cinquefoil infestations every year until eradication. Eradication is currently projected for 2012 with progress evaluation scheduled following 2010. 
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What was achieved?


4,000 acres of land surveyed for Sulphur cinquefoil occurrence and mapping


Mapped and treated 900 points of infestation of generally 1 -10 plants on approximately 100 acres- including new infestation in an irrigation system.


All known and potentially affected landowners agreed to allow mapping and treatment


US Forest Service invested additional equipment and hired additional personnel to treat infestation on public forest land and closed infested areas during plant growing season (except to work crews and grazing permittes) so that potential seed dispersion minimized. 


Local forestry grant and San Miguel County provided additional $9,000 for treatment efforts.


Two public meetings reporting project progress and public briefing given by County Commissioners to highlight eradication efforts.


Landowners provided with results of mapping and treatments showing extent of Sulphur cinquefoil infestation on their property. Cone Ditch Company president donated many hours to addressing the infestation in irrigation ditch; landowners with water rights on the ditch mailed information and subject discussed extensively at the ditch company annual meeting.





Signs of Success!





Above: Sulphur cinquefoil plant treated in 2008 and showing no signs of re-growth in 2009





Left: Grasses re-colonizing area where Sulphur cinquefoil has been removed.





Signs of Success!





Above - Sulphur cinquefoil plant treated in 2008 and showing no signs of re-growth   in 2009








Left: Grasses re-colonizing ground where Sulphur cinquefoil ahs been removed.








