
Organic Certification Program 
Ruminant Addendum for the Organic Livestock Plan Questionnaire: Slaughter/Diary

DPI-ORG-RALPQ-SD (3/11)

Applicant/Company Name:

2. Is your grazing season continuous? Yes

Due to the changes to the National Organic Program standards in 2010.   
This addendum must be completed for organic ruminant production. 

  

QUESTIONNAIRE MUST BE FULLY COMPLETED AND TYPED OR IN INK 

Feed
The NOP rules requires that livestock producers provide livestock with a total feed ration composed of agricultural products, 
including pasture and forage, that are organically produced and, if applicable, organically handled:  Except, that nonsynthetic 
substances and synthetic substances allowed under 205.603 may be used as feed additives and supplements.   
(attach labels of purchased feed.)

NOP Rules 205.237

1. Describe your grazing season both in terms of number of days (minimum 120 days ) and time during the year (e.g.  153 days, May 1  - Sept 30; 
146 days, May 1  - July 31 and Aug 20 to Oct 15):

No

Describe each type and class of animals you will be calculating the 30% DMI from pasture for:

Type 
(Example: Beef Cattle)

Class 
(Example: 6 months to 15 months of age)

3. Describe the method you are using to determine Dry Matter Demand (list resources such as NRC tables if applicable):

4. Describe the method you are using to determine Dry Matter Intake (list resources such as NRC tables if applicable):

5. Describe the total feed ration for each type and class of animal.  The description must include :  1) All feed produced on the farm; 2)  All feed 
purchased from off-farm sources; 3)  The percentage of each type of feed, including pasture, in the the ration and a list of all feed supplements 
and additives.  (the attached worksheets can be used or you can used your own forms).

Date:



11. Is your feed ration sufficient to meet nutritional requirements of each type of livestock and stage of growth, including 
vitamins, minerals, protein and/or amino acids, fatty acids, energy sources, and fiber (ruminants)?   
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6. If rations are changed during the year, how do you document the changes?

7. How do you document that all ruminants are grazing daily throughout the grazing season?

8. How do you document the reason and when ruminants are denied access as provide in 205.237 (b), (c), and (d)?

9. Do you finish ruminants for slaughter?  

10. Are the livestock grazed during the finishing period?  

NoYes

NoYes

10a. If no, how long is the finishing period?  (state as both the % of the animals total life and number of days)

Yes No

12. Have you used any drugs or hormones to promote growth?   

13. Have you fed the livestock with any plastic pellets for roughage?  

14. Have you fed the livestock with any formulas containing urea or manure?   

15. Have you fed mammalian or poultry slaughter by-products to any mammals?   

17. Do you provide feed or forage to which any antibiotic including ionophores has been added?  

16. How do you ensure your feed, feed additives, and feed supplements are not used in violation of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act?

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

18. Do you raise any feed on your farm? If yes, please complete Organic Farm Plan Questionnaire. Yes No

19. Do you purchase feed for your livestock?  Yes No

Type of  
Purchased Feed 

Quantity Purchased/
To be purchased Source(s) Certified by  

what Agent?

 If you purchase, complete the following table.



20. Do you process feed (mix, grind, roast, extrude, etc.) on-farm? 
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NoYes

If yes, is the equipment also used to process non-organic products? NoYes

If yes, how is equipment cleaned prior to processing organic feed to prevent contamination? 

21. Do you use equipment to feed livestock that is also used to handle non-organic feed?  

If yes, how is equipment cleaned prior to handling organic feed to prevent contamination?  

NoYes

22. What is your plan for emergency feed supplies?

B. Feed Supplements and Additives 
List all feed supplements and additives, including silage inoculants, preservatives, etc. (attach copies of labels): 
Organic standards require that no genetically engineered products be used in organic production systems.  Any supplements/additives that 
contain conventionally grown corn, soybeans, cotton products, etc., have the potential to be from genetically engineered sources unless the label 
specifically states such product is free of genetically engineered products.  Many products like mineral blocks have agricultural products such as 
molasses as carriers.  All agricultural products in these types of materials must be organic

No supplements used

Feed Supplement/ 
Additive

Which Livestock 
& Growth Stage Source Natural/

Synthetic
Allowed/

Restricted Reason for use

23. Do you provide feed supplements or additives in amounts above those needed for adequate nutrition and health 
maintenance for the species at its specific stage of life?   

NoYes

C. Feed Storage

Describe your feed storage locations:

Storage ID# Type of Feed Stored Type of Storage Capacity Organic (O), Conventional (C)

No rodent problems24. How do you control rodents in organic feed storage areas?



Water used for organic livestock must be potable and readily accessible.  Water tests for coli-form bacteria, nitrates 
and/or known contaminates should be provided.

25. What are your sources of water for livestock use?

On-site well Municipal River/creek/pond Spring Other:

26. What is the date of your last water test for coli-form bacteria and nitrates? (Attach copy)

No additives used27. If you use additives in the water, list them and state reason for use:

28. Describe any water contamination problems on your operation: No contamination problems

29. If livestock have access to a river, creek, or pond, how do you prevent bank erosion? No access

Livestock Living Conditions NOP Rules 205.239
The NOP rules require that an organic livestock operation must establish and maintain livestock living conditions which accommodate the health 
and natural behavior of animals.

30. If your operation includes ruminants, describe their access to pasture.  (How often animals are on pasture - hours per day, days per week, times of 
year pasturing occurs, etc.  Have records available when inspection occurs.) 

31. Are animals subject to temporary confinement?  Yes No

If yes, for what reason?   

Inclement weather Animal's state of production, describe:

Risk to soil or water quality Other conditions, please describe:

32.  If animals are temporarily confined, provide examples of why and how long. 
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Pasture Plan 
  

Section § 205.240 was added to the National Organic Standards in 2010.  It states: 

 § 205.240   Pasture practice standard. 

 The producer of an organic livestock operation must, for all ruminant livestock on the operation, demonstrate through auditable records in the   
 organic system plan, a functioning management plan for pasture. 

  
Many of the components of the pasture plan are those in the crops organic systems plan.  If you have already provided the information requested below in 
your crops organic systems plan, there is no need to provide the information again. 
  

The pasture plan shall include a description of the: 

(1) Types of pasture provided to ensure that the feed requirements of §205.237 are being met. 

  

(2) Cultural and management practices to be used to ensure pasture of a sufficient quality and quantity is available to graze throughout the grazing season 
and to provide all ruminants under the organic system plan, except exempted classes identified in §205.239(c)(1) through (3), with an average of not less 
than 30 percent of their dry matter intake from grazing throughout the grazing season. 

  

(3) Grazing season for the livestock operation's regional location. 

  

(4) Location and size of pastures, including maps giving each pasture its own identification.  

 This requirement will require some to produce much more detailed maps than have been submitted in the past.  Please be sure these are included 
 and provide the needed information. 

  

(5) The types of grazing methods to be used in the pasture system. 

  

(6) Location and types of fences, except for temporary fences, and the location and source of shade and the location and source of water. 

  

(7) Soil fertility and seeding systems. 

  

(8) Erosion control and protection of natural wetlands and riparian areas practices. 
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2. Is your grazing season continuous?
Due to the changes to the National Organic Program standards in 2010.  This addendum must be completed for organic ruminant production.
 
QUESTIONNAIRE MUST BE FULLY COMPLETED AND TYPED OR IN INK 
Feed
The NOP rules requires that livestock producers provide livestock with a total feed ration composed of agricultural products, including pasture and forage, that are organically produced and, if applicable, organically handled:  Except, that nonsynthetic substances and synthetic substances allowed under 205.603 may be used as feed additives and supplements.  (attach labels of purchased feed.)
NOP Rules 205.237
Describe each type and class of animals you will be calculating the 30% DMI from pasture for:
Type (Example: Beef Cattle)
Class(Example: 6 months to 15 months of age)
11. Is your feed ration sufficient to meet nutritional requirements of each type of livestock and stage of growth, includingvitamins, minerals, protein and/or amino acids, fatty acids, energy sources, and fiber (ruminants)?   
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9. Do you finish ruminants for slaughter?  
10. Are the livestock grazed during the finishing period?  
12. Have you used any drugs or hormones to promote growth?   
13. Have you fed the livestock with any plastic pellets for roughage?  
14. Have you fed the livestock with any formulas containing urea or manure?   
15. Have you fed mammalian or poultry slaughter by-products to any mammals?   
17. Do you provide feed or forage to which any antibiotic including ionophores has been added?  
18. Do you raise any feed on your farm? If yes, please complete Organic Farm Plan Questionnaire.
19. Do you purchase feed for your livestock?  
Type of 
Purchased Feed 
Quantity Purchased/To be purchased
Source(s)
Certified by 
what Agent?
         If you purchase, complete the following table.
20. Do you process feed (mix, grind, roast, extrude, etc.) on-farm? 
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If yes, is the equipment also used to process non-organic products? 
21. Do you use equipment to feed livestock that is also used to handle non-organic feed?  
B. Feed Supplements and Additives
List all feed supplements and additives, including silage inoculants, preservatives, etc. (attach copies of labels):
Organic standards require that no genetically engineered products be used in organic production systems.  Any supplements/additives that contain conventionally grown corn, soybeans, cotton products, etc., have the potential to be from genetically engineered sources unless the label specifically states such product is free of genetically engineered products.  Many products like mineral blocks have agricultural products such as molasses as carriers.  All agricultural products in these types of materials must be organic
Feed Supplement/
Additive
Which Livestock & Growth Stage
Source
Natural/Synthetic
Allowed/Restricted
Reason for use
23. Do you provide feed supplements or additives in amounts above those needed for adequate nutrition and health maintenance for the species at its specific stage of life?   
C. Feed Storage
Describe your feed storage locations:
Storage ID#
Type of Feed Stored
Type of Storage
Capacity
Organic (O), Conventional (C)
Water used for organic livestock must be potable and readily accessible.  Water tests for coli-form bacteria, nitrates and/or known contaminates should be provided.
25. What are your sources of water for livestock use?
26. What is the date of your last water test for coli-form bacteria and nitrates? 
(Attach copy)
Livestock Living Conditions
NOP Rules 205.239
The NOP rules require that an organic livestock operation must establish and maintain livestock living conditions which accommodate the health and natural behavior of animals.
31. Are animals subject to temporary confinement?  
If yes, for what reason?   
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Pasture Plan
 
Section § 205.240 was added to the National Organic Standards in 2010.  It states:
         § 205.240   Pasture practice standard.
         The producer of an organic livestock operation must, for all ruminant livestock on the operation, demonstrate through auditable records in the                                     organic system plan, a functioning management plan for pasture.
 
Many of the components of the pasture plan are those in the crops organic systems plan.  If you have already provided the information requested below in your crops organic systems plan, there is no need to provide the information again.
 
The pasture plan shall include a description of the:
(1) Types of pasture provided to ensure that the feed requirements of §205.237 are being met.
 
(2) Cultural and management practices to be used to ensure pasture of a sufficient quality and quantity is available to graze throughout the grazing season and to provide all ruminants under the organic system plan, except exempted classes identified in §205.239(c)(1) through (3), with an average of not less than 30 percent of their dry matter intake from grazing throughout the grazing season.
 
(3) Grazing season for the livestock operation's regional location.
 
(4) Location and size of pastures, including maps giving each pasture its own identification. 
         This requirement will require some to produce much more detailed maps than have been submitted in the past.  Please be sure these are included                            and provide the needed information.
 
(5) The types of grazing methods to be used in the pasture system.
 
(6) Location and types of fences, except for temporary fences, and the location and source of shade and the location and source of water.
 
(7) Soil fertility and seeding systems.
 
(8) Erosion control and protection of natural wetlands and riparian areas practices.
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