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What natural resource problem(s) did the project address?


The Rio Grande Conservation District estimates that control of noxious weeds found in Rio Grande County costs about $137-$150 per acre and is prohibitive for many private landowners. Small acreage landowners in particular may not have expertise in identifying and treating noxious weeds or understanding the severe problems they can cause. Reservoirs of noxious weeds on small acreages produce seed that can infest productive agricultural land and wildlife habitat. Irrigation canals are also conduits for weed seed across neighboring properties.  Partnering with Rio Grande Weed District the Rio Grande Conservation District developed integrated pest management (IPM) plans to most successfully address noxious weed problems and provide cost-share as an incentive to apply IPM recommended treatments. 
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What was achieved?





2,040 acres of land treated for noxious weeds infestations – almost double previous years acreage


21 landowners and 3 ditch companies serving multiple private landowners participated in noxious weed treatment efforts


Noxious weed species over treated acreage were 30% each of hoary cress, perennial pepperweed and Russian knapweed and 10% Black henbane and toadflax.


Weed inventories carried out before treatment to map previous and new infestations and select appropriate treatment option.


21 Integrated Pest Management Plans written within which optimal and varied treatment options were given such as chemical, grazing or mechanical control of weeds.


Areas being retreated following 2008 treatments showed marked decrease in weed populations


Landowners participating in 2009 will be contacted by District in 2010 to ensure appropriate successful ongoing treatment of noxious weeds


Future efforts planned to increase awareness of the importance of reseeding treated areas to prevent erosion and reinfestation by weeds.





Noxious weeds typically require at least three years of treatment for control, with ongoing vigilance for individual plants that will readily re-colonize an area. Re-seeding to establish desirable species is often necessary after weed treatments to prevent new weeds from moving into bare areas created by the treatments. Hoary cress – shown before and after chemical spraying above - is a major noxious weed problem in the Rio Grande Conservation District and the district actively pursues ongoing treatments. 








