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What natural resource problem(s) did the project address?


Fencing of rangeland enables ranchers to keep their stock on their own land and manage the grazing pressure of their animals to ensure the rotation of grazing necessary to promote good rangeland health for stock and wildlife. Federal cost-share is available for cross-fencing for managed grazing but not for perimeter fencing.  In southeastern Colorado ferocious blizzards in the winter of 2006-7 destroyed many miles of perimeter fencing. In addition, grassland expiring from the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) may need perimeter fencing if it is to stay under grass rather than be plowed up for cropping. CRP land contains erosion-prone soils and cropping greatly increases erosion risks. The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) is a federal cost-share program developed principally to encourage farmers to keep cover on fragile soils that are prone to erosion. 


The Prowers Conservation District offered cost share to repair fencing damaged by devastating blizzards and to maintain CRP land under vegetation as range rather than plow up for cropping. 
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What was achieved?





Seven miles of livestock fencing repaired installed on range and expiring CRP land to contain livestock and discourage plowing of land on fragile soils currently under grass. 


Minimum of half mile fencing required to ensure fencing of large scale grazing areas integral to ranching operations


Fence life expected to be 40 years – four wire stands with post set to Natural Resource Conservation Service standards or better for added strength to combat future blizzards.


Cost-share for necessary perimeter fencing complemented federal cost-share programs for rangeland cross-fencing.





Recent blizzards in Prowers County have destroyed many miles of perimeter fencing and land soon to expire from CRP needs perimeter fencing if it is to remain under grass. Prowers Conservation District cost-shared such fencing needs to help keep fragile land under vegetation and grazing management.








