
 
 
April 21, 2008 
 
 
Dear Health Care Provider 
 
Effective April 1, 2008, the Newborn Screening Program implemented changes to the second newborn 
screen testing by discontinuing routine second screening for galactosemia, biotinidase and cystic 
fibrosis unless one or more of the following conditions is met: 
 

1) An abnormal result for these disorders is obtained on the first screen testing  
2) An unsatisfactory specimen is submitted for the first screen, or 
3) No first screen specimen can be located for the patient. (Specimens received, which are 

unable to be matched to a valid first specimen, will always be tested with the full first  
screen panel.) 

 
This change was implemented following discussion at the Newborn Screening Advisory Committee 
and Board of Health approval in November 2007, where it was determined that routine screening for 
these disorders on the second newborn sample submitted, when a normal result on a first screen sample 
was reported, was an unnecessary testing protocol. 
 
Abnormal first screen results for these disorders that will result in adding these disorders to the second 
screen testing are as follows: 

     Galactosemia:    No Presence of enzyme activity 
     Biotinidase:       <30% 
     Cystic Fibrosis: Immunoreactive trypsinogen (IRT) > 60 ng/ml 

 
Please do not hesitate to call with any questions about the above-mentioned changes to the second 
newborn screen testing protocol. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
David A. Butcher, MBA, MT (ASCP) SM  Daniel G. Wright 
Director  Supervisor, Newborn Screening Unit 
Laboratory Services Division  Laboratory Services Division 
Colorado Department of   Colorado Department of  
     Public Health and Environment       Public Health and Environment 
8100 Lowry Boulevard  8100 Lowry Boulevard 
Denver, CO 80230  Denver, CO 80230 
(303) 692-3069, fax (303) 344-9989  (303) 692-3673, fax (303) 691-4008 
david.butcher@state.co.us   daniel.wright@state.co.us  
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