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GOVERNOR SIGNS LEGISLATION TO PROVIDE FUNDING FOR CLEAN UP OF ADDITIONAL PETROLEUM CONTAMINATED SITES
Statewide cleanup projects to be funded with no tax increases
(DENVER) – At a signing ceremony on Saturday, May 18, Gov. John Hickenlooper signed into law House Bill 13-1252, establishing the Petroleum Cleanup and Redevelopment Fund within the Division of Oil and Public Safety, a part of the Colorado Department of Labor and Employment.

The legislation was carried by Representatives Millie Hamner and Ray Scott and Senators Cheri Jahn and Steve King.  The fund it creates will enable investigation and clean up of petroleum contamination at abandoned and former gas stations that have been unaddressed for decades, mainly because these unregulated former storage tank sites were not eligible for reimbursement from the Petroleum Storage Tank Fund.  By cleaning up these sites, we not only minimize risks to Colorado’s groundwater resources, but also enhance the ability of these properties to be redeveloped and put back into beneficial use. 
The Petroleum Cleanup and Redevelopment Fund will utilize money collected from industry-paid settlements and fines.  It will provide Colorado with a cost-effective way to cleanup contamination without redirecting money from the established Petroleum Storage Tank Fund which provides reimbursement to regulated tank owners for cleanup costs they incur.

With Gov. Hickenlooper’s signature, the Division of Oil and Public Safety will engage with stakeholders to develop a framework to address cleanups across the state.  Regulations will include application criteria for assessment and cleanup grants.  Prioritization criteria will include environmental risk, ability to match funding, and beneficial end use of these properties. 
“The additional site cleanups that this new fund makes possible will provide economic growth opportunities throughout Colorado,” says Ellen Golombek, Executive Director of the Colorado Department of Labor and Employment.  “Our Division of Oil and Public Safety has a proven
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track record in administering the Petroleum Storage Tank Fund.  Now, this new result-oriented remediation program will take the next step in preserving Colorado’s beauty and building its economic opportunities.”
In addition to its environmental benefits, the new legislation will provide $5 million of critical seed money for a fire suppression system at the Eisenhower/Johnson Memorial Tunnels, allowing the Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) to pursue the additional funding necessary to build it.

“This is an important first step for developing this system in both tunnels,” said CDOT Executive Director Don Hunt.  “A closing or long-term damage to one of these tunnels could cost Colorado billions of dollars, not only to one of Colorado’s greatest transportation assets, but also to the I-70 Mountain Corridor communities, tourism, and recreation.  Even more importantly, a tunnel fire is a significant risk for the traveling public and public safety is always our top priority.”
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