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ORDINAIJCE NO. 4 P b 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 5-21, 5-22 and 5-23, and ADOPTING 
SECTIONS 5-25, 5-26 and 5-27 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF LAS ANIMAS 
CONCERNING DOG REGULATIONS. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAS ANIMAS, COLORADO: 

That the following Sections of the Las Animas City Code are 
hereby amended or adopted: 

1. Sections 5-21, 5-22 and 5-23 are amended to read as shown 
be low. 

2. Sections 5-25, 5-26 and 5-27 are adopted as shown below. 

SECTION 5-21. Enforcement of article; poundmaster; impoundment. 

It shall be the duty of the poundmaster and of every police officer 

of the City of Las Animas to apprehend any dog found running at large 

without a license tag as herein provided. Lt shall also be the duty of 

the poundmaster and every police officer of the City of Las Animas to 

apprehend any dog who shall be found, whether licensed or not, running 

at large or off the "premises" of its owner and not under the control 
b 

of some person by a leash, cord or chain. In the discharqe of such duty 

of apprehension it shall be lawful for the poundmaster or any police 

officer to go upon the premises of the owner in pursuit of such dog 

found running at large and no poundmaster or police officer of the City 

of Las Animas shall render himself personally liable for any damaqe that 

may accrue to persons or property as a result of any act r&quired or 

permitted in the discharge of his duties under this Chapter 5 of-the Code 

of the City of Las Animas; provided, however, that premises shall not 

include any home, dwelling or other building upon the property of another. 

SECTION 5-22. Redemption of impounded dogs; destruction of unclaimed 
impounded dops. , 

Impounded-dogs may be redeemed by the owners upon presentatkon of 

evidence that a license has been obtained for such dog and the payment 

of a redemption fee of Ten Dollars and payment of all costs and charges 

incurred by the City of Las Animas for impounding and maintenance of 

such dog has been made. Owners of dogs impounded for not having or 

, wearing a license tag or disc shall have three days fron the date of 

impoundment in which to redeem such dog from the city pound.. Doqs un- 

claimed three days after impoundment shall be destroyed by the police 

or poundmaster in a humane manner. (Ord. No. 374, 5 6 ) .  



SECTION 5-23. Confinement a f t e r  b i t i n q  person.  

Any dog, l i c e n s e d  o r  un l i censed ,  which b i t e s  a person s e v e r e l y  

enough t o  r e s u l t  i n  a r u p t u r e  o f  o r  breaking of  t h e  b i t t e n  p e r s o n ' s  

s k i n ,  s h a l l  be  impounded i n  a v e t e r i n a r y  h o s p i t a l  f o r  a p e r i o d  of  n o t  

less than t e n  days and f o r  such longer  pe r iod  a s  t h e  c i t y  h e a l t h  o f f i c e r  

s h a l l  d i r e c t  f o r  obse rva t ion .  I f  c l i n i c a l  symptoms o f  r a b i e s  does n o t  

develop w i t h i n  such obse rva t ion  pe r iod  t h e  doq may be  redeemed by i t s  

owner and r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  owner upon evidence of  payment of a redemption 

f e e  o f  Ten D o l l a r s ,  p l u s  such reasonable  a d d i t i o n a l  c o s t s  and charges  

a s  may be made f o r  t h e  an imal ' s  c a r e  dur ing  t h e  obse rva t ion  pe r iod .  

(Ord. No. 3 7 4 ,  57 . )  

SECTION 5-25. Confinement of  c e r t a i n  doqs. 

No dog of f i e r c e ,  dangerous o r  v i c i o u s  p r o p e n s i t i e s  and no female 

dog i n  h e a t ,  whether l i c e n s e d  o r  n o t ,  s h a l l  be  allowed t o  run a t  l a r g e  

o r  upon t h e  premises o f  one o t h e r  than t h e  owner. I f  any such dog i s  

found running a t  l a r g e  i n  v i o l a t i o n  of  t h i s  p rov i s ion  it s h a l l  be t aken  

up and impounded and s h a l l  n o t  be  r e l e a s e d  excep t  ppon approval  of  t h e  

Chief of  P o l i c e  a f t e r  payment of t h e  f e e s  provided i n  Sec t ion  5-22, 

PROVIDED, HOWEVER, t h a t  i f  any dangerous,  f i e r c e ,  o r  v i c i o u s  dog s o  found 

a t  l a r g e  cannot  be  s a f e l y  t aken  up and impounded, such dog may be s l a i n  

by any policeman. 

SECTION 5-26. Expenses. 

The C i t y  Clerk i s  hereby a u t h o r i z e d  t o  pay such expenses a s  may 

be i n c u r r e d  by dog owners a s  a r e s u l t  of  complying w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  

of  t h i s  Chapter 5,  and which has  n o t  been pa id  by s a i d  dog owners n i n e t y  

days a f t e r  b i l l i n g .  

SECTION 5-27. P e n a l t i e s .  

Any owner found v i o l a t i n g  any p r o v i s i o n  of t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  

be  g u i l t y  of  a misdemeanor and upon conv ic t ion  the reof  s h a l l  be punished 

by a f i n e  of  n o t  l e s s  than $25.00 nor  more than  $300.00 f o r  such o f f e n s e  

and s h a l l  be o rde red  t o  pay such expenses a s  a r e  i n c u r r e d  by t h e  C i t y  

i n  enforc ing  t h i s  Chapter.  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  Court  may o r d e r  a dog 

des t royed i f  it has  been determined by t h e  Court  on two s e p a r a t e  occas ions  

t h a t  such dog has  a v i c i o u s  p ropens i ty .  For t h e  purposes of  t h i s  S e c t i o n ,  

v i c i o u s  p ropens i ty  i s  de f ined  a s  a p ropens i ty  o r  tendency of t h e  dog t o  

do any a c t  which might endanger t h e  s a f e t y  of  persons  and s r o p e r t y  o f  
.- 

o t h e r s  i n  a q iven s i t u a t i o n .  



INTRODUCED, PASSED ON F I R S T  READING AND ORDERED PUBLISHED T H I S  

DAY OF , 1982 .  

ADOPTED ON SECOND READING AND ORDERED PUBLISHED BY TITLE1 ONLY 

T H I S  2I*/ DAY O F  3 ' .  , 1982.  

ATTEST: 




