
4 July 2016 

Open Letter to Social Progress Imperative: 

Attention:   Michael Green, Executive Director, Social Progress Initiative 

Jonathan Talbot, Director of Communications, Social Progress Imperative 

 

Hi, 

The TED talk by Michael Green, and the YouTube talk by Michael Porter (World Bank Group) are 

inspiring, much appreciated.  As a re-tired hospital administrator, I am somewhat of an expert with data 

myself, especially as it relates to hospital governance and performance oversight.  I've been watching 

the Colorado Commission for Affordable Health Care (CCAHC) here in Colorado to see how the state of 

data transparency in healthcare can be improved, and how local public health agencies can have better 

data access to help in leading their respective communities, specifically to progress their Triple Aim 

objectives (population health, personal quality of care and affordable/accessible healthcare).  

 

You are no doubt familiar with the County Health Rankings, which follows the 'health equity' model, or 

'social determinants of health'.  I've downloaded their data to create a very handy tool in pivot table 

format, to provide any county health agency in the USA a way of seeing their local data clearly and 

compare their data to quintiles, and even see their own 'health equity index'.  Similar to SPI, County 

Health Rankings is a tool for helping prioritize strategies and facilitate effective collaboration among 

colleagues/stakeholders.  Effective understanding of data is key to launching effective action. 

 

The way SPI has shifted the perspective from to a holistic context, beyond health status, using an 

outcome approach, is impressive.  I downloaded all the country data from your website to create this SPI 

pivot table which I think you will like.  A pivot table is simply a way of providing data in a format that can 

greatly empower stakeholders and motivate them to adopt the SPI and work to collect and track the 

same indicators locally.  A ‘ Pivot Table Repository ’ is simply an organized collection, and hierarchy, of 

pivot tables, from the holistic perspective to focused and local disparities. 

 

It would be worthwhile to consider partnering with Dr Martin Seligman, using his work with PERMA to 

empower citizens and stakeholders in actionable ways.  See his book, Flourish, 2008, and YouTube talk. 

 

If anyone at SPI is interested in discussing this, I believe what I can share with you will be worthwhile.  

Either email, or phone (303-406-8009).  I highly recommend that Colorado stakeholders consider 

adopting the SPI, as the state of Michigan already has.  The CCAHC should include adoption of the SPI 

amongst its recommendations to Colorado legislators. 

 

Rgds/ George 

 

George Swan MPH (UCLA '73) 

Denver  CO  iplus007@gmail.com  

 

cc:   Colorado Commission for Affordable Health Care 

http://www.socialprogressimperative.org/our-story-what-we-do/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N8Votwxx8a0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MBuX3J7rObM&feature=youtu.be&t=1s
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cocostcommission/record-input-received
http://www.countyhealthrankings.org/
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/sites/default/files/2015R%20Annual%20Trend%20CountyHealthRankings%20ALL%20Data%20v3%20PivotsOnly.xlsx
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/sites/default/files/2015R%20Annual%20Trend%20CountyHealthRankings%20ALL%20Data%20v3%20PivotsOnly.xlsx
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/sites/default/files/Pivot%20-%20SPI%20Social%20Progress%20Index%20Data%202015r%20v2.xlsx
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/sites/default/files/Pivot%20-%20SPI%20Social%20Progress%20Index%20Data%202015r%20v2.xlsx
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/sites/default/files/Proposal%2002%20for%20CCAHC%20to%20Colorado%20Legislators%20-%20PERMA.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e0LbwEVnfJA
http://detroit.cbslocal.com/2015/05/27/michigan-first-state-to-be-measured-by-social-progress-index/
mailto:iplus007@gmail.com
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cocostcommission/record-input-received
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