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Fact Sheet 
Why Do This? 
In 2008, Colorado’s Public Health Act (SB 08-194) was signed, calling for the 
development of statewide and local public health improvement processes based on a 
comprehensive health assessment every five years.  The 2009 Colorado’s Public Health 
Improvement Plan outlined a foundation of strategic recommendations to sustain an 
improved public health system.  Since then, local public health agencies have lead this 
process in local jurisdictions by engaging stakeholders; conducting community health 
and capacity assessments; and prioritizing of health issues to prepare for the creation of 
a data-driven local improvement plan. Beginning in 2013, this process is being 
conducted on a statewide level. 

What Will the Colorado’s Community Health Assessment Include? 
At a minimum, it will include: 
• Data and information from various sources 
• Population demographics 
• General description of population-wide health issues and of specific populations 

with disproportionate health problems, i.e. health disparities 
• Description of contributors to state health challenges 
• Summary of current local and state assessments and plans 
• Description of state assets or resources to address health issues 

What will Colorado’s Community Health Assessment used for? 
• Foundation for efforts to improve the health of the population 
• Basis for setting priorities, planning, program development, coordination of 

resources, and new ways to collaboratively use assets. 
• Provide the general public and policy leaders with information on population health 

status 
• Provide basis for the development of the 2014 state health improvement plan 
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Colorado’s Community Health Assessment Timeline 
 

Oct - Nov 2012  Nov 2012 - May 2013  June - Nov 2013  Dec 2013  
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Collect and analyze: 
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