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Announcements and Updates
In this edition
This month we are sharing announcements and updates, the Colorado Hospital Association update, systems update,
epidemiology information and training announcements. If you received this email, but do NOT wish to receive the
newsletter, email sarah.werner@state.co.us to be removed from the list.

September Floods
Many communities in our state will be dealing with the aftermath of heavy floods for months and perhaps years. The Office
of Emergency Preparedness and Response appreciates the extraordinary efforts of everyone involved and the
cross­jurisdictional cooperation. With the coordination of all the public health, hospital and emergency management
agencies involved, we have helped many families start to put their lives back together again.

Has your agency been involved in flood response? Share your story/photos in future edition of EPRNews. Email
sarah.werner@state.co.us to submit your story.

Medical Reserve Corps programs help during floods

MRC of Boulder County
Psychological First Aid Specialist
Jann Culver comforts a baby at
Lifebridge Church in Longmont.

The Medical Reserve Corps (MRC) is among the many groups helping the people
of Colorado during the floods. Here is what a few of these groups have been
doing.

The MRC of Boulder County was activated early in the flood fight. They have
provided medical and behavioral health staffing at shelters as well as staffing the
Boulder County Emergency Operations Center and the Boulder County Public
Health Department Operations Center.

The Colorado Veterinary MRC has been staffing the State Emergency Operations
Center to address animal needs. They have also been assisting Boulder County
and the Longmont Humane Society with shelter work and veterinary care.

For more information on the Medical Reserve Corps, or to sign up as a volunteer,
check out the CDPHE Office of Emergency Preparedness and Response
Website.

Staff update
Keith Schemper has joined the behavioral health program as a permanent behavioral health specialist. Keith was
previously a temporary employee with OEPR where he managed the Waldo Canyon and High Park crisis counseling
grants.
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Additional funding awarded
Additional funding has been awarded to Local Public Health Agencies based on a competitive process. Congratulations to
the agencies receiving this funding.

Kaiser Permanente giving away tents and pallets
Kaiser Permanente (KP) Emergency Preparedness
currently has 10 tents and 300 plastic pallets that they are
offering to our EPR partners across the state.  The tents
were originally purchased for triage purposes for all KP
Medical Office Buildings in Colorado.   The plastic pallets
were purchased with the hopes of lasting many years, but
are not permitted to be stored in this warehouse anymore.
The pallets are typically used in the food industry where
moisture is an issue.

Tent Description:
Celina Gable­Frame Tents  20x20

Frame tents are advantageous for applications that require the maximum usage of space under the tent top. Gable frame
tents offer an alternative to classic frame tents by providing a gable at each end. The vinyl tent top is secured to a tent
frame, jointed together by steel fittings, which is erected and supported by frame legs around the perimeter eliminating the
need for center poles. The tent frame must be secured to the ground at each side leg using Celina’s ratchet systems (or
ropes) and *steel stakes, water barrels where stakes are not permitted, or other type of method depending on surface
requirements. Gable Frame Tents are ideal for situations requiring the tent to be installed as an extension to a building,
used to cover a walk way, or connecting two separated buildings or structures. Celina’s Gable Frame Tents are temporary
tents that are not engineered or tested for inclement weather conditions; however, we do offer three different types of frame
systems to support various tent applications.

If you are interested in receiving either of these please contact Kristen Campos ­ 303­692­2763 or
kristen.campos@state.co.us.

Call for presenters for webinar series
The Colorado Hospital Association (CHA) invites you and your colleagues to submit an individual or group webinar
presentation to share with other emergency preparedness managers. This resource exchange will allow you to present
subject matter that interfaces with public health and medical to other hospital emergency preparedness managers through
a “brown bag” webinar. CHA will host these free webinars quarterly; however based on demand and interest, frequency of
these webinars could increase. For more information, click here.

Free healthcare preparedness training available
Are you looking for free training that can help your local healthcare organizations become better prepared for disaster?
Check out MGT­341: Disaster Preparedness for Hospitals and Healthcare Organizations within the Community
Infrastructure. This two­day course can be brought to any jurisdiction who requests it and has a group of 20 or more
people. More information on this opportunity is available here and here.
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Systems update

CO­SHARE launch date set
The current launch date for our new Colorado State Health Alert and Readiness Exchange system (CO­SHARE) is
October 18, 2013. CO­SHARE will be the primary preparedness platform for all public health and medical partners in
Colorado. The system will be used to support collaboration on planning, training, exercise projects and grant progress
reporting, as well as health and medical alerting, by consolidating three disparate systems into one tool to allow for better
information exchange. CO­SHARE will be replacing Situational Awareness Tool (SATool) and Progress Reporting System
(PRS), and will be integrated with Dialogic Communicator (CDPHE's Emergency Notification System).

The first official training for this new tool will take place during the Regional Staff Meeting for local public health agencies.
OEPR will then offer weekly webinar trainings. To find and register for the webinar training please register on
www.co.train.org with course ID: 1044407.

One of the requirements to use the CO­SHARE site is to have a business or personal Google account. You do not need
to have a separate email account. You can create your Google account and gain access with your existing business
email. Attached please find a letter from CDPHE OEPR that agencies can provide to their IT departments should there be
concerns regarding access and use of Google applications. We will send detailed instructions for access as we approach
the launch date and during the various training sessions.

If you have any questions or concerns, or if your agency is interested in a live face­to­face training for your region or health
care coalition, please contact Chennelle Valenzuela to set up a training.

CDPHE OEPR SIT brings on temporary employee
This month OEPR temporary Systems Integration Team (SIT) employee, Aislinn Barnett, will be creating a survey to help
CDPHE assess our current Health Alert Network (HAN) program. Some agencies may be hearing from her as she
distributes this survey and collects updated contact information from various partners around Colorado. The survey will
contain questions that will help us assess capabilities and gather feedback for improvement. We will also be identifying
partners who aren't receiving HAN notifications from state or local level so we can build our lists to ensure we are reaching
people in all areas of Colorado.

Colorado Health Alert Network (COHAN)/System conference call
CDPHE will be holding a health and medical systems call on October 17th at 10:30 a.m. Call­in information will be sent at
a later date. Tentative agenda items are listed below:

● CO­SHARE Update
● October Quarterly Drills
● Trainings
● HAN Assessment Survey Update
● EMsystems Update
● CVM Update

If you have any other agenda items you would like to discuss please send them to chennelle.valenzuela@state.co.us.

CDPHE Communication System Drills
CDPHE will be holding a drill for local public health agencies this month. Systems to be tested include Dialogic,
EMResource, and fax. This will be an unannounced drill and we will be notifying the following contacts/groups:

● Govenor's Expert Emergency Epidemic Response Committee (GEEERC)
● SNS Partners
● Regional Staff
● 24x7 LPHA Emergency Contacts
● LPHA Emergency Response Coordinators
● LPHA HAN Coordinators

These groups/roles are defined by alerting attributes assigned to contacts in SATool. If you have any questions about who
in your agency is assigned to the roles please contact chennelle.valenzuela@state.co.us.
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Epidemiology information
Health Care Preparedness Activities for MERS­CoV
Middle East Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus (MERS­CoV) is a viral respiratory illness first reported in Saudi Arabia in
2012. Most people confirmed with MERS­CoV infection developed severe acute respiratory illness, and person­to­person
transmission has been documented. As of September 23, 2013, 138 cases have been identified (58 cases [42%] died); all
cases have been linked to four countries in or near the Arabian Peninsula (Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, United Arab
Emirates, Qatar, and Jordan). No cases have been identified in the U.S.  Additional information about MERS­CoV can be
found on the CDC website: www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/mers/index.html.

The annual Hajj pilgrimage to Mecca, Saudi Arabia, is among the largest mass gatherings in the world. This year, it will
take place from approximately October 13 to 18. Hajj draws about 3 million Muslims from around the world, and more than
11,000 Americans make the pilgrimage each year. Mass gatherings such as Hajj are associated with crowded conditions,
so there is concern that there could be an increased risk of MERS­CoV transmission. Health care facilities and providers
are encouraged to be prepared for possible cases of MERS­CoV in persons returning from the Arabian Peninsula or
nearby countries (including Bahrain, Iraq, Iran, Israel, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Oman, Palestinian territories, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia, Syria, the United Arab Emirates [UAE], and Yemen). To aid providers and facilities, CDC has developed
checklists that identify key actions that can be taken now to enhance preparedness for MERS­CoV, available at:
www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/mers/preparedness/index.html.

In addition, the US Department of Health and Human Services ­ Office of the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and
Response (ASPR) has information about MERS­CoV health care preparedness:
www.phe.gov/Preparedness/planning/hpp/reports/Pages/mers­cov.aspx.

Training Announcements
Fall regional staff meeting is October 15­16
The fall regional staff meeting is October 15­16 at the Courtyard Marriott Denver Cherry Creek. A block of rooms has been

reserved at the government rate for regional staff needing accommodations. Check out the draft agenda or contact your

State Regional Point of Contact for more information.

MCIS training available
Mass Casualty Incident Command System (MCICS) training is available for your jurisdiction. There are several open dates

for courses in 2013 and 2014. If you are interested in bringing this training to your area, or if you want more information,

click here.

Upcoming trainings
Access the CO.TRAIN calendar at https://www.co.train.org/DesktopShell.aspx?tabId=143.

Training name Date(s) Time(s) Location Contact

CoWARN workshop
and tabletop

October 1 8:30 a.m. ­ 4:30 p.m. Westminster Horsley Witten Group

APCO, CCNC and
NENA Conference

October 9­11 All day event Longmont Aubrey Kukral

Fall 2013 EPR
Regional Staff
meeting

October 15­16 8 a.m. ­ 5 p.m. Denver Kristen Campos

Master Exercise
Practitioner (MEPP)

October 21­25,
January 27­31 and

All day event Centennial Robyn Knappe
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August 11­15

G­402 ­ Incident
Command System
Overview for
Executives and
Senior Officials

October 23 12 p.m. ­ 2 p.m. Black Hawk Melissa Arnett

MMRS Evacuation
Seminar

November 18­19 8 a.m. ­ 5 p.m. Denver Lisa Ciazza or
Melinda Malamoco

HICS webinar Second Monday
Third Tuesday

1 p.m. ­ 2:30 p.m.
8 a.m. ­ 9:30 a.m.

Webinar Aubrey Kukral

EMTrack webinar Third Wednesday 1 p.m. ­ 2:30 p.m. Webinar Aubrey Kukral

EMResource webinar Fourth Wednesday 1 p.m. ­ 2:30 p.m. Webinar Aubrey Kukral

AWR­307­W:
Evacuation and
shelter­In­place
needs of people with
medical
dependencies during
a disaster
(awareness level)

Anytime Anytime Webinar Bill Halstead

PER­302­W:
Evacuation and
shelter­In­place
needs of people with
medical
dependencies during
a disaster
(performance level)

Anytime Anytime Webinar Bill Halstead

Preparedness in
Colorado:
Environmental Health
Aspects of Natural
Disasters

Anytime Anytime Webinar Nicole Roland

Preparedness in
Colorado: Vulnerable
Populations

Anytime Anytime Webinar Nicole Roland

Contact Us
Do you have information for this newsletter?

If you have information, questions or comments/suggestions, contact Sarah Werner at sarah.werner@state.co.us,

303­692­6359 or 720­387­5185. Deadline for submission of articles for the November edition is Friday, October 25,

at 5 p.m.

Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment
Office of Emergency Preparedness and Response

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fdhsem.state.co.us%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fattachments%2FG402%2520Flyer%2520-%2520Black%2520Hawk%252C%2520CO%2520-%2520Oct%252C%25202013_0.docx&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEQmQ1dA2fQCQm317_e-dL0woko7w
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fdhsem.state.co.us%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fattachments%2FG402%2520Flyer%2520-%2520Black%2520Hawk%252C%2520CO%2520-%2520Oct%252C%25202013_0.docx&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEQmQ1dA2fQCQm317_e-dL0woko7w
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fdhsem.state.co.us%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fattachments%2FG402%2520Flyer%2520-%2520Black%2520Hawk%252C%2520CO%2520-%2520Oct%252C%25202013_0.docx&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEQmQ1dA2fQCQm317_e-dL0woko7w
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fdhsem.state.co.us%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fattachments%2FG402%2520Flyer%2520-%2520Black%2520Hawk%252C%2520CO%2520-%2520Oct%252C%25202013_0.docx&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEQmQ1dA2fQCQm317_e-dL0woko7w
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fdhsem.state.co.us%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fattachments%2FG402%2520Flyer%2520-%2520Black%2520Hawk%252C%2520CO%2520-%2520Oct%252C%25202013_0.docx&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEQmQ1dA2fQCQm317_e-dL0woko7w
mailto:melissa.arnett@state.co.us
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.co.train.org%2FDesktopModules%2FeLearning%2FCourseDetails%2FCourseDetailsForm.aspx%3Ftabid%3D62%26courseid%3D1045677%26backURL%3DL0Rlc2t0b3BTaGVsbC5hc3B4P3RhYklkPTYyJmdvdG89YnJvd3NlJmJyb3dzZT1rZXl3b3JkJmtleXdvcmQ9MTA0NTY3NyZrZXlvcHRpb249Qm90aCZjbGluaWNhbD1Cb3RoJmxvY2FsPUFsbCZCeUNvc3Q9MA%3D%3D&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNH-R-QZcub7dRmHWtmhBL-G4MSUbg
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.co.train.org%2FDesktopModules%2FeLearning%2FCourseDetails%2FCourseDetailsForm.aspx%3Ftabid%3D62%26courseid%3D1045677%26backURL%3DL0Rlc2t0b3BTaGVsbC5hc3B4P3RhYklkPTYyJmdvdG89YnJvd3NlJmJyb3dzZT1rZXl3b3JkJmtleXdvcmQ9MTA0NTY3NyZrZXlvcHRpb249Qm90aCZjbGluaWNhbD1Cb3RoJmxvY2FsPUFsbCZCeUNvc3Q9MA%3D%3D&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNH-R-QZcub7dRmHWtmhBL-G4MSUbg
mailto:lciazza@auroragov.org
mailto:melinda.malamoco@rmpdc.org
mailto:aubrey.kukral@state.co.us
mailto:aubrey.kukral@state.co.us
mailto:aubrey.kukral@state.co.us
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ynhhlms1.com%2Fyaleoeplms%2F%3Futm_source%3DFEMA_LMS_AnnouncementSalesforce%252BPR%26utm_campaign%3DFEMA%2BCourse%2B-%2BLarge%2BMailing%26utm_medium%3Demail&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHmR25VZcFI8bylnaPjYO4PKt7h1A
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ynhhlms1.com%2Fyaleoeplms%2F%3Futm_source%3DFEMA_LMS_AnnouncementSalesforce%252BPR%26utm_campaign%3DFEMA%2BCourse%2B-%2BLarge%2BMailing%26utm_medium%3Demail&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHmR25VZcFI8bylnaPjYO4PKt7h1A
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ynhhlms1.com%2Fyaleoeplms%2F%3Futm_source%3DFEMA_LMS_AnnouncementSalesforce%252BPR%26utm_campaign%3DFEMA%2BCourse%2B-%2BLarge%2BMailing%26utm_medium%3Demail&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHmR25VZcFI8bylnaPjYO4PKt7h1A
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ynhhlms1.com%2Fyaleoeplms%2F%3Futm_source%3DFEMA_LMS_AnnouncementSalesforce%252BPR%26utm_campaign%3DFEMA%2BCourse%2B-%2BLarge%2BMailing%26utm_medium%3Demail&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHmR25VZcFI8bylnaPjYO4PKt7h1A
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ynhhlms1.com%2Fyaleoeplms%2F%3Futm_source%3DFEMA_LMS_AnnouncementSalesforce%252BPR%26utm_campaign%3DFEMA%2BCourse%2B-%2BLarge%2BMailing%26utm_medium%3Demail&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHmR25VZcFI8bylnaPjYO4PKt7h1A
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ynhhlms1.com%2Fyaleoeplms%2F%3Futm_source%3DFEMA_LMS_AnnouncementSalesforce%252BPR%26utm_campaign%3DFEMA%2BCourse%2B-%2BLarge%2BMailing%26utm_medium%3Demail&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHmR25VZcFI8bylnaPjYO4PKt7h1A
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ynhhlms1.com%2Fyaleoeplms%2F%3Futm_source%3DFEMA_LMS_AnnouncementSalesforce%252BPR%26utm_campaign%3DFEMA%2BCourse%2B-%2BLarge%2BMailing%26utm_medium%3Demail&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHmR25VZcFI8bylnaPjYO4PKt7h1A
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ynhhlms1.com%2Fyaleoeplms%2F%3Futm_source%3DFEMA_LMS_AnnouncementSalesforce%252BPR%26utm_campaign%3DFEMA%2BCourse%2B-%2BLarge%2BMailing%26utm_medium%3Demail&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHmR25VZcFI8bylnaPjYO4PKt7h1A
mailto:william.halstead@ynhh.org
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ynhhlms1.com%2Fyaleoeplms%2F%3Futm_source%3DFEMA_LMS_AnnouncementSalesforce%252BPR%26utm_campaign%3DFEMA%2BCourse%2B-%2BLarge%2BMailing%26utm_medium%3Demail&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHmR25VZcFI8bylnaPjYO4PKt7h1A
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ynhhlms1.com%2Fyaleoeplms%2F%3Futm_source%3DFEMA_LMS_AnnouncementSalesforce%252BPR%26utm_campaign%3DFEMA%2BCourse%2B-%2BLarge%2BMailing%26utm_medium%3Demail&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHmR25VZcFI8bylnaPjYO4PKt7h1A
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ynhhlms1.com%2Fyaleoeplms%2F%3Futm_source%3DFEMA_LMS_AnnouncementSalesforce%252BPR%26utm_campaign%3DFEMA%2BCourse%2B-%2BLarge%2BMailing%26utm_medium%3Demail&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHmR25VZcFI8bylnaPjYO4PKt7h1A
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ynhhlms1.com%2Fyaleoeplms%2F%3Futm_source%3DFEMA_LMS_AnnouncementSalesforce%252BPR%26utm_campaign%3DFEMA%2BCourse%2B-%2BLarge%2BMailing%26utm_medium%3Demail&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHmR25VZcFI8bylnaPjYO4PKt7h1A
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ynhhlms1.com%2Fyaleoeplms%2F%3Futm_source%3DFEMA_LMS_AnnouncementSalesforce%252BPR%26utm_campaign%3DFEMA%2BCourse%2B-%2BLarge%2BMailing%26utm_medium%3Demail&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHmR25VZcFI8bylnaPjYO4PKt7h1A
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ynhhlms1.com%2Fyaleoeplms%2F%3Futm_source%3DFEMA_LMS_AnnouncementSalesforce%252BPR%26utm_campaign%3DFEMA%2BCourse%2B-%2BLarge%2BMailing%26utm_medium%3Demail&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHmR25VZcFI8bylnaPjYO4PKt7h1A
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ynhhlms1.com%2Fyaleoeplms%2F%3Futm_source%3DFEMA_LMS_AnnouncementSalesforce%252BPR%26utm_campaign%3DFEMA%2BCourse%2B-%2BLarge%2BMailing%26utm_medium%3Demail&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHmR25VZcFI8bylnaPjYO4PKt7h1A
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ynhhlms1.com%2Fyaleoeplms%2F%3Futm_source%3DFEMA_LMS_AnnouncementSalesforce%252BPR%26utm_campaign%3DFEMA%2BCourse%2B-%2BLarge%2BMailing%26utm_medium%3Demail&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHmR25VZcFI8bylnaPjYO4PKt7h1A
mailto:william.halstead@ynhh.org
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B6ll3bXYzZsEa2liTUhWam11NjA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B6ll3bXYzZsEa2liTUhWam11NjA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B6ll3bXYzZsEa2liTUhWam11NjA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B6ll3bXYzZsEa2liTUhWam11NjA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B6ll3bXYzZsEa2liTUhWam11NjA/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:nicole.roland@state.co.us
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B6ll3bXYzZsEYmNncWdiaTBwUmM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B6ll3bXYzZsEYmNncWdiaTBwUmM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B6ll3bXYzZsEYmNncWdiaTBwUmM/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:nicole.roland@state.co.us
mailto:sarah.werner@state.co.us


4300 Cherry Creek Drive South • Denver, CO 80246­1530
303­692­2030 • 800­886­7689  • www.coloradov/cohealth

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.colorado.gov%2Fcohealth&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNG6xkNt0Mai5N_3eDzp_VcOl1dGcg

