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Announcements and Updates

Message from OEPR Director Lyle Moore

Greetings everyone,

| hope this finds all well in your neck of the woods. First and foremost, our thoughts are going out to those in need during
this Colorado wildfire season. We here in OEPR have been busy supporting our local partners with resource requests and
information as we move forward together through these incidents. As always, please feel free to contact us at any time for
questions or resources as you respond to the wildfires (or any other emergency incident) or in your day-to-day activities.

Take care, Lyle

CDPHE OEPR and Colorado Hospital Association join forces for newsletter

CDPHE OEPR and the Colorado Hospital Association (CHA) have decided to join forces in sending out this newsletter.
CHA will no longer be distributing their bi-monthly Emergency Preparedness News Newsletter; however, they will continue
to develop and distribute a special edition bi-annual publication targeted to hospital administrators and trustees. You will
begin to see additional information in this newsletter about the activities of healthcare coalitions, along with some

additional hospital-specific information. We hope you enjoy the change.

In this edition

Included in this newsletter are announcements and updates, the Colorado Hospital Association update, grant information,
systems update, epidemiology information and training announcements. If you received this email, but do NOT wish to
receive the newsletter, email sarah.werner@state.co.us to be removed from the list.

Staff update
Matt Newman joined the EPR Operations team as a Contract Administrator on June 14. Contact Matt at 303-692-6377 or
matthew.newman@state.co.us. A full listing of the EPR staff is available on our website.

SNS update

The Strategic National Stockpile (SNS) program has some great sites for information and resources related to the
program.

SNS Extranet (http://www.bt.cdc.gov/stockpile/extranet)
e User ID (case sensitive): Stockplile
e Password (case sensitive): Str*teg!c
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e Click on “request access”
e There is an approval process before you are provided a username and password

Triage tag guidance
Our Hospital Preparedness Program is often asked for information and guidance on triage tag use. A copy of the state
policy on triage tag use is attached.

Colorado Hospital Association update
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For information about the Colorado Hospital Association, contact Deb French.

Colorado Hospital Association hosts “How Best to Protect” workshops

The Colorado Hospital Association presented the “How Best To Protect” Workshops in both Denver and Glenwood
Springs June 17-21. The attendees included hospitals, long term care, public health and more. The purpose of these
workshops was to encourage facilities to update emergency plans in the event that a decision to shelter in place or
evacuate is needed. Topics ranged from situational awareness to protection actions and triggers and even community

partnerships.

Healthcare Coalition spotlight: Southeast Region perspective on health care emergency
preparedness in the rural setting

People who live in communities far away from big cities often have a do-it-yourself mentality. There’s something about
living in a small town that makes people accountable for what they do. It also means that people often have to wear
“another hat” in order to keep businesses, government and services operating. The same can be said for how small towns

and rural areas prepare for emergencies.

Manpower, resources and time are critical elements in any emergency response; however, these elements are often in
short supply in more isolated regions. In a large-scale emergency, help will inevitably be required from outside the county
or region, but in Baca County, we are well aware that it takes time to gather help, resources and expertise and that, until

assistance arrives, emergency responders will be need to do the best they can with available resources.

In order to better prepare for the unexpected, Baca County formed a Health Care Coalition to focus attention on
emergency preparedness. The coalition was able to draw members from a Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC)
that had been active for several years prior. In addition to health care agencies, the coalition also relies on the
collaboration of town police, the county sheriff’s office, emergency medical service providers, county commissioners and

the county emergency operations manager.
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The coalition develops recommendations and solutions to address the county’s special needs population—whether they
reside in homes or health care facilities, food bank resources, long-term care facilities’ emergency response, establishing

appropriate contacts for specific needs and points of delivery of vaccines, medications and antidotes to the public.

Blizzards in 2006 and 2007 put our emergency preparedness training to the test. Agencies sprang into action clearing
roads, feeding and sheltering stranded motorists and helping residents with special needs. Private individuals, church

groups, local businesses, government and the Colorado National Guard also stepped forward.

The response to the blizzard highlighted the difficulties Baca County experiences in securing outside help in a timely
manner. It took the National Guard three days to transport their equipment through the blizzard-impacted region of
southeast Colorado. In the interim, the local hospital provided an excellent response. The emergency entrance was
cleared hourly to maintain access. Employees were either taken home before the roads became impassable or chose to
remain. The dietary department altered its scheduled menus to include meals like stews, soups and chili to feed the staff
that worked extra shifts to care for patients and residents. The chief executive officer even made makeshift beds for
employees to sleep, pared potatoes and performed housekeeping chores. Just another example of a rural do-it-yourselfer

doing what needed to be done without a second thought.

Overall, emergency preparedness planning in a rural, frontier area is based upon prioritizing what can we provide
immediately and determining what can we do with the trained personnel that we have here and now. It may sound like a

disadvantage, but we view our “do the best with what you have lifestyle” as an advantage because we plan for it.

For more information contact Laura Wilson, Compliance Officer and Emergency Preparedness Coordinator, Southeast

Colorado Hospital District, lwilson@sechosp.org, 719-523-2172.

American Hospital Association presents advertorial on preparedness
The American Hospital Association printed this advertorial on preparedness in a hospital environment. It stresses that

preparedness is a process and not a one-time investment.

Grant Information

PHEP grant calls

OEPR will be hosting two calls to address the Public Health Emergency Preparedness Grant, new grant year. LPHA
directors, regional staff and OEPR staff who work with the grant, including State Regional Points of Contact are
encouraged to attend.

The call-in number is 1-877-820-7831, participant code 676520%#.

There will be two calls:
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e Tuesday, 7/16/13, 1-2 p.m.
e Thursday, 7/18/13, 10-11 a.m.

You need only participate in one call. As people will have the opportunity to ask questions, some information may be

discussed on one call, and not the other. Notes will be taken for each call and distributed the week of July 21.

Systems Update

Systems team releases Systems Integration and Training Plan

The Office of Emergency Preparedness and Response (OEPR) Systems team has released the 2013 OEPR Systems

Integration and Training Plan. This plan includes information on OEPR’s current systems with capabilities, functions, an

integration plan and a training plan for those wanting to learn more.

National Disaster Medical System (NDMS) exercise

Left to right: Terry Short (Elbert County Brand Inspector),

Jo White (CU student studying technology in disasters),
Roger Rewerts, Amanda Schaer, Adam Chin and Lesley

Peterson (all from the VA).

On June 5th, the Veteran’s Administration (VA) Hospital hosted the annual NDMS Exercise at Denver International Airport
(DIA). The exercise scenario involved receiving 150 patients from Wyoming to be transported to area hospitals. The
patients entered the receiving area at DIA, went through an initial assessment and triage and were then transferred to the
treatment area while waiting for transport. Multiple ground and air medical resources participated by transporting patients
from DIA to one of the 16 participating hospitals. For those utilizing EMTrack or EMResource, or for those who want to

see both in action, this is a great training event on both systems.

Lessons Learned: An event such as an NDMS movement of patients is the perfect application for EMTrack since you have
the additional time to get the system up and running. This is also a key lesson for Long-Term Care (LTC) facilities. This
system could be utilized very effectively in care facilities, hospitals, shelters, evacuation centers, etc., where you have a

bit more time to bring in a team of people to begin the tracking process. Much of the work can be done before an event
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occurs (such as barcodes for all patients in a facility and available templates for specific events at specific locations).

EMTrack can also be used effectively to track volunteers through an exercise when utilizing multiple venues, such as the
various hospitals. It allows us to see if anyone is missing within the system before everyone packs up and goes home. Of
course, it all depends on the data going into the system to determine effectiveness. For example, if we track patients
leaving DIA, but the hospital does not track them arriving or leaving the hospital, you will have errors in the overall
reporting. One of the key benefits of the NDMS exercise held each year is the ability to fully utilize the system and make

adjustments so that we are better prepared when an actual event occurs.

Utilization of EMTrack in animal evacuations

During the recent Black Forest Wildfire, we had the opportunity to beta-test EMTrack as a tool in animal evacuation.
Elbert County Fairgrounds was one of the receiving facilities for small and large animals being evacuated from El Paso
County. After several days of activation, they began a demobilization process that included the movement of the entire
population of animals to another shelter back in El Paso County due to the fire movement towards Elbert County and
additional needs within the county. Therefore, we thought it would be interesting to see if EMTrack could be utilized to
track the animals from the initial shelter to the receiving shelter, adding owner information at the same time to avoid lost
animals. Because the Veteran’s Administration utilizes EMTrack extensively for the NDMS exercise, they agreed to send

a team to Elbert County to test the system.

Lessons Learned: We learned with this experiment that EMTrack is definitely a resource that can be utilized for animal
tracking and reunification with family members. We need to work with the templates a bit to make it more user friendly
and we need to look at utilizing a bar code sheet instead of typical triage tags, but otherwise this could be a valuable
function of the system. Additionally, the VA folks learned that the process needs to be implemented early in the
sheltering process, otherwise other systems will be developed over time, and we wouldn’t want duplication of efforts. One
more lesson is that the Brand Inspector typically is responsible for the tracking of cattle, horses, mules and donkeys so
the system may be better used for small animals rather than large animals. The Systems Team will look at changes we

can make to utilize this system again in the future.

New Google Groups for better interagency communications

We have several new Google Groups to streamline communications. These groups have been established with a
“state.co.us” email address to help mitigate any issues with receiving messages. Below we have listed all of the new
Google Groups so far, with the group manager(s) contact in OEPR. If you are interested in joining a group you are not
already a part of, please contact the group manager.

Having issues with these newly established Google Groups? Please contact the group manager(s) or your OEPR State
Regional Point of Contact:

Group name Contact

CDPHE_EPR_CMHC@state.co.us Curt Drennen and Jonathan Gunderson

CDPHE_EPR_CoalitionsWorkGroup@state.co.us Judy Yockey, Natalie Riggins and Kristen Campos
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CDPHE_EPR_CoCERN@state.co.us

Curt Drennen and Jonathan Gunderson

CDPHE_EPR_CVM@state.co.us

Koral O’Brien and Lori Hodges

CDPHE_EPR_EMSystem@state.co.us

Aubrey Kukral, Chennelle Valenzuela and Lori Hodges

CDPHE_EPR_EMSystemWorkGroup

Aubrey Kukral, Chennelle Valenzuela and Lori Hodges

CDPHE_EPR_Hospitals@state.co.us

Emily Nunez, Natalie Riggins and Judy Yockey

CDPHE_EPR_LocalESF8@state.co.us

Yonette Hintzen and Lori Hodges

CDPHE_EPR_LPHA@state.co.us

Korey Bell and Judy Yockey

CDPHE_EPR_LTC@state.co.us

Emily Nunez, Natalie Riggins and Judy Yockey

CDPHE_EPR_MRC@state.co.us

Koral O’Brien and Lori Hodges

CDPHE_EPR_News@state.co.us

Sarah Werner, Barbara Beiser and Greg Stasinos

CDPHE_EPR_NCRCRI@state.co.us

Melanie Simons, Megan Nies and Judy Yockey

CDPHE_EPR_PIO@state.co.us

Sarah Werner, Barbara Beiser and Greg Stasinos

CDPHE_EPR_RETAC@state.co.us

Emily Nunez, Natalie Riggins and Judy Yockey

Google groups use for situational awareness

With the new Google Groups that have been established in the Office of Emergency Preparedness and Response
(OEPR), we had the opportunity to test the effectiveness of how we disseminate information during the wildfires in June.
We have partners and stakeholders who either want a lot of information about what is happening throughout the state, or
want just what affects their specific facility or area. This has created difficulty in determining how best to get information to
people who need it without overwhelming others. Therefore, during the Black Forest Wildfire, initial information was sent
over EMResource to let people know an incident was occurring, but after a few days, when it was obvious the fire would
be an extended event, all situational awareness information was transferred to the EMSystem Google Group email
distribution. Initial feedback was positive about this change. If you have comments to share or wish to be added to this list

in the future, please contact either Aubrey Kukral or Lori Hodges. We also learned that we need to reevaluate the current

templates within EMResource to allow for more flexibility with emergency notifications. We are working with the vendor to

see what is possible for Colorado.

July Vigilant Guard exercise in Colorado

The Vigilant Guard full-scale exercise will be conducted July 17-26 in multiple venues along the Front Range. The exercise
involves National Guard units from six states working through multiple challenges that could occur when faced with natural
hazards common to Colorado. Therefore, if you see folks in military uniforms surrounding a local hospital during this week,
no worries, it is only a drill. The Colorado National Guard will soon be seeking people to act as patients during the

exercise. As soon as more information is available, we will send it out.
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Additionally, WebEOC and EMResource will be utilized heavily during this event. We will also be sending out a few
statewide queries as part of the exercise that will allow hospitals and public health agencies to respond, meeting drill

requirements for 2013-2014 grant guidance. More information will be coming out closer to the exercise.

Dialogic notifications

If you would like to receive text notifications from Dialogic you can opt in by texting "cohan" to 34292. Texts will also

come from this number so you can save the number as a contact record in your phone.

Epidemiology information

Tetanus vaccine information

As people begin to re-enter burn areas, we have started to get questions on tetanus vaccines. There is some great

information on the Immunize Colorado Website about this important vaccine. It is preferred that people get the Tdap

vaccine, if available.

Training Announcements

Upcoming trainings

Access the CO.TRAIN calendar at https://www.co.train.org/DesktopShell.aspx?tabld=143.

Training name Location Contact
Coordinated Training | July 8-9 All day event Report to be shared Nicole Cantrell
and exercise in August
taskforce (closed
group)

ICS 300 with a public | July 10 and 11 8a.m.-5p.m. Summit County Nicole Cantrell
health focus Community and

Senior Center
83 Nancy's Place
Frisco ,Colorado

Emergency July 22 10 a.m.-11:30 a.m. Webinar Deb French
preparedness

planning to address
ADA requirements:

Top 10 lessons

learned.

International Critical July 25-28 All day event DoubleTree by Hilton Pat Tritt
Incident Stress Denver

Foundation Regional 3203 Quebec St

Conference Denver, CO

Emergency July 27 10a.m.-3 p.m. Jefferson County Stephanie Hackett
Preparedness Courthouse

Training Day for Hearing Room 1

those with 100 Jefferson County
disabilities, their Parkway

families and support Golden, CO

providers
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HICS webinar Second Monday 1p.m.-2:30 p.m. Webinar Aubrey Kukral
Third Tuesday 8a.m.-9:30 a.m.

EMTrack webinar Third Wednesday 1p.m.-2:30 p.m. Webinar Aubrey Kukral

EMResource webinar | Fourth Wednesday 1p.m.-2:30 p.m. Webinar Aubrey Kukral

AWR-307-W: Anytime Anytime Webinar Bill Halstead
Evacuation and
shelter-In-place
needs of people with
medical
dependencies during
a disaster
(awareness level)

PER-302-W: Anytime Anytime Webinar Bill Halstead
Evacuation and
shelter-In-place
needs of people with
medical
dependencies during
a disaster
(performance level)

Preparedness in Anytime Anytime Webinar Nicole Roland
Colorado:
Environmental Health
Aspects of Natural
Disasters

Preparedness in Anytime Anytime Webinar Nicole Roland
Colorado: Vulnerable

Populations

Upcoming exercises and drills

For a complete 2013 drill schedule, go to
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14TBK2AQBXhemO9IpiRRWh-xQXLM8 bSXNXxIfg- 7NU/edit?usp=sharing.

Drill name Location Contact

Vigilant Guard July 17-26 All day event Multiple venues along | Lori Hodges
the Front Range

Operation Rocky July 20 Begins at 8 a.m. Loveland Ski Area Jenn Scott
Slope

Centers for Domestic Preparedness offer free training

The Centers for Domestic Preparedness (CDP) in Anniston, Ala. offer free training for first responders on a wide variety of

topics.They base their course offerings on demand. The attached spreadsheet shows programs (highlighted in peach) that

may show decreased availability in the future based on registrations. It also shows the seat availability for currently
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scheduled courses. If the course is highlighted in yellow and displays 0, there is no seat availability for the course at this

time.

To view CDP course descriptions, go to http://cdp.dhs.gov/schedules/index.html. To register for a course, go to

http://cdp.dhs.gov/registration/index.html.

Volunteers needed for upcoming exercises

O.M.E.G.A. is recruiting volunteers for two upcoming exercises.

Volunteers are need to help with pre-staging for the Vigilant Guard exercise taking place July 17-26. The volunteers are

needed July 13-14. For information, contact Jenn Scott.

Volunteers are also needed for Operation Rocky Slope at the Loveland Ski area on July 20.For more information or to

register for this event, go to the_O.M.E.G.A responders Website.

Contact Us

Do you have information for this newsletter?
If you have information, questions or comments/suggestions, contact Sarah Werner at sarah.werner@state.co.us,

303-692-6359 or 720-387-5185. Deadline for submission of Articles for the August edition is Monday, July 29 at 5

p.m.

Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment
Office of Emergency Preparedness and Response

4300 Cherry Creek Drive South » Denver, CO 80246-1530
303-692-2030 - 800-886-7689 « www.colorado.gov/cohealth
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