June 2014

Announcements and updates

In this edition

This month we are sharing announcements and updates, the Colorado Hospital Association update and
training announcements. If you received this email, but do NOT wish to receive the newsletter, email
sarah.werner@state.co.us to be removed from the list.

Staff changes

Greg Schlosser and Natalie Riggins will be leaving OEPR for new positions within CDPHE. Schlosser will
be joining the Health Facilities and Emergency Medical Services Division as the Education and Technical
Assistance Branch Chief. His last day with OEPR is May 30. Riggins will be joining the Center for Health
and Environmental Statistics as the Medical Marijuana Registry Program Manager. Her last day with
OEPR is June 6.

Systems-related questions that would have been asked of Schlosser or Riggins can be directed to ESF-8
Branch Manager Yonette Hintzen-Schmidt.

National Healthcare Coalition Conference coming to Denver in December: consider
submitting an abstract

Abstracts are now being accepted for the third annual National Healthcare Coalition Preparedness
Conference, which will be held December 10 through December 12 in Denver. Professionals in healthcare,
public health, emergency medical services, emergency management, healthcare coalitions and other
related areas are invited to showcase their best practice training models, plans, tools and other resources
that promote and advance development of healthcare coalitions and describe effective coalition work in
preparedness and response. Abstracts are due by 6 p.m. MT, June 20. Click the links for instructions and
a submission form. More information is available by contacting info@healthcarecoalitions.org.
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Colorado Veterinary Medical Reserve Corps helps out with rubble pile training
Guest article and photos by Holly Larkin

Nine canine teams from across the United States arrive at
the DIA rubble pile for a day that will surely bring out the
nerves in any veteran task force team. Five live “victims”
have been buried along a half mile stretch of concrete,
asphalt and exposed rebar. Saturday, May 17 was the
FEMA Urban Search and Rescue Certification Evaluation
for handlers and their canines. Teams have been training
up to 30 hours per week in preparation for this test. Some
teams are being certified for the first time while others are
being recertified. All dogs are over 18 months old and must
be recertified every two years. The handlers have no idea
how many victims have been buried in the rubble pile. The
dogs have 20 minutes to locate and alert the handlers to
any victims, while other task force members evaluate the
dog’s performance and handler’s skills. They are evaluated
not only on their ability to locate multiple victims, but on
their obedience, agility and alert behavior.

In addition to the victims, the rubble pile is also filled with
man-made and natural decoys. Ham sandwiches, cat food
and dog treats are buried within the rubble pile along with
the

occasional rabbit who wishes he stayed in his burrow for

the day! The dogs are trained to alert the handler only when

a victim has been located. Any excessive attention that is

shown to the other decoys can lead to a failed evaluation.

This rigorous training and testing assures that the dogs are

driven to find live victims should the team be deployed to a

disaster area. The ability of these dogs to cover large areas

and weave in and out and up and down the rubble alerting

to victims saves valuable time for first responders.

While it is amazing to watch these dogs work, it is not
without its own set of hazards. The rough concrete,
exposed metal and shifting rocks can lead to any number
of veterinary emergencies.

The Colorado Veterinary Medical Reserve Corps is always
close by to evaluate and treat a variety of concerns that can
arise. Hyperthermia, dehydration, abrasions and cuts are
the main problems that search and rescue dogs
experience. The veterinary medical staff is trained and has
the necessary supplies to treat these problems as well as
any other concerns the handler might have while in the
field. The presence of the veterinary medical staff allows the
teams to focus on the task of locating victims knowing that
their dogs will be in good hands should veterinary help be
necessary.



Many canine teams are comprised of civilians, firefighters, paramedics and law enforcement members
that have dedicated their spare time to the rigorous training to become a task force member. The FEMA
Urban Search and Rescue Canine Teams are an asset in any disaster situation. The dedication of the
handlers and the drive of their dogs have saved many lives.

For more photos from the training, check out the Flikr album.

Radiation Response Volunteer Medical Reserve Corps approved

The 26th Medical Reserve Corps (MRC) for the state of Colorado has been officially approved by the
national MRC program. The Radiation Response Volunteer Medical Reserve Corps would be activated to
set up a population monitoring station in the case of a radiation event. All volunteers are welcome and can
sign up in the Colorado Volunteer Mobilizer to become a member of this unit.

“I'm Not Scared When I’'m Prepared” presented at Coal Creek Canyon K-8
On May 7, CDPHE
Volunteer Coordinator
Koral O'Brien and the
Colorado Spirit Team
went to the Coal Creek
Canyon K-8 school to
provide the first of two
“I'm Not Scared When
I'm Prepared” events.
When asked what the
kids thought was an
emergency they said
things like flood, fire,
avalanche and a bear
or mountain lion on the
playground. The
third-eighth graders
discussed what
emergency they had
been in, what worked
well, what didn't work
well and what advice
they would give to
someone else.

On May 15, O’'Brien and the Spirit Team returned to gather the verification forms and provide bags to the
children who completed the games and preparedness item scavenger hunt. There are 156 kids in the
school and 105 completed the verification form and the kids ID information. The kids were very happy to
participate in the project and receive the bags.

Colorado Muslim Society MRC featured in NACCHO preparedness brief

The Colorado Muslim Society Medical Reserve Corps was featured in a recent National Association of
County and City Health Officials preparedness brief for their efforts in studying health disparities within
their community. The pilot project used a carefully designed English language survey to gather
information from a random sample of the Colorado Muslim Society’s community. The survey consisted of
63 multiple choice questions covering areas such as demographics, personal health issues (i.e.,
disabilities, chronic ilinesses, and hospitalizations), use of preventive/prenatal care, trusted sources of
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health information, insurance coverage, and any inability/difficulty accessing needed health care in the
prior year.

For more information on the project, check out the NACCHO article.

Behavioral health team presents resiliency and stress workshops

Jonathan Gunderson and Curt Drennen from the OEPR behavioral health team have recently presented
several workshops on resiliency and stress management. Both Gunderson and Drennen presented brown
bag workshops for CDPHE employees. In addition, Drennen presented workshops on understanding and
using stress to Larimer County, Lyons and Evans.

OEPR coordinates resiliency sessions

OEPR coordinated three resiliency train-the-trainer workshops in April and May. Seventy trainers,
primarily in the EMS and fire service, completed the training provided by One Tree Learning Institute. The
First Response Resiliency training was adapted for emergency service workers after successful results
with returning combat veterans. The training equips participants with 12 resiliency skills ranging from
developing effective social support systems to the role of sleep and resiliency. The workshops were held
in Rifle, Frederick, and Larkspur.

For more information on resiliency training for emergency service workers contact Jonathan Gunderson at
jonathan.gunderson@state.co.us.
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OEPR offers supply chain orientation training for Strategic National Stockpile and

public health emergencies

CDPHE OEPR partnered with Chris Mitchell and Onward Innovation to improve supply distribution

shipment and vehicle configurations according to the site

practices in public
health emergencies.
Our objective was to
provide a highly
effective yet intuitive
logistical system for
statewide use.

The new system has
been designed to
facilitate improved
operations at the local
level, with these
notable changes:

1. New
methodology for you to
communicate your
specific site
information so the
state can better help
facilitate your
operations. This
includes tailoring

2. Offering the ability to significantly reduce your storage, pulling and shipping processes from
RTP/LTP locations by having the state pull those orders for you (as possible)

3. Defining the reporting processes (with the actual method to generate reports depending on the
inventory management system [IMS] in use) for better coordination between all agencies, EOCs

and ESF-8 functions

4. Simplifying the pulling, QA, chain of custody and receiving process (and associated inventory

functions) by better using the
pick ticket

5. Following the finalization of this
system (more importantly the
IMS) providing job action
sheets and training guides that
can be used to help training
inexperienced volunteers.

Trainings have been held thus far in the
northeast, southeast and west regions.
We will be working with Onward
Innovation to schedule trainings for the
remaining six regions starting in
FY14-15. Recommended attendees
include: regional staff, CIIS
administrators, RTP managers,
emergency managers, local law



enforcement and other LPHA staff who would be assisting in the supply chain process.

For more information, check out the course flyer.

OEPR, hospitals and local public health agencies partner to hold distribution and

communication exercise

On May 20-21, the Office of Emergency
Preparedness and Response partnered with
local public health and hospital partners to hold
a functional distribution and communication
exercise entitled “Med Sled 2014.” The exercise
was coordinated by OEPR SNS and HPP staff,
Colorado Rural Health Center and Chris Mitchell
and Onward Innovation. The focus was on
ordering simulated medical countermeasures by
treatment facilities throughout the state and the
collection, processing and tracking of these
orders by OEPR. We were also testing the the
hospital to local ESF-8 to state ESF-8 request
process for SNS supplies.

As part of the exercise, CDPHE ground
transported 123 medsleds (adult, bariatric,

pediatric, infant inserts, NICU baskets) directly from the RSS warehouse to 24 hospitals and one Local
Transfer Point (who transported to five hospitals) in the North Central Region. CDPHE also direct shipped
278 medsleds from a secondary warehouse to 46 hospitals throughout the rest of the state.

The exercise began at 1:30 p.m. on May 20, with a message sent through EMResource to 82 hospitals
asking that they "request" pandemic influenza supplies through their local ESF-8 partners (LPHAS)

utilizing their local plans. By 1:30 p.m. on
May 22, OEPR received requests from 39
hospitals via 23 different local public
health agencies. About 85 percent of the
requests came in by email, 15 percent
came in by fax.

CDPHE is in the process of collecting
feedback from local hospital and LPHA
partners for an after action report which
will be submitted to CDC. In FY14-15
CDPHE will continue training on the new
SNS distribution system, which will assist
local jurisdictions with the ESF-8 request
process (inventory management, request
forms etc.). Following the trainings, we
will most likely repeat a revised version of
this exercise. Thanks to all the agencies
who participated!
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CHA to host Peer-to-Peer Webinars

The Colorado Hospital Association will host a free Peer-to Peer Webinar on June 5 from noon - 1 p.m. on
the new online Emergency Preparedness 101 course offered through The Center for Preparedness
Education at the University of Nebraska Medical Center in collaboration with CHA. The Emergency
Preparedness 101 course was developed for health and medical emergency managers and includes
practical information, hands-on applications, and resources for both experienced emergency
preparedness coordinators as well as those new to the role.

In addition, CHA will host a free Peer-To-Peer Webinar on understanding the 2014 revisions to the
Hospital Incident Command System (HICS) on June 10 from noon to 1 p.m. The Hospital Incident
Command System (HICS) enables hospitals to better organize resources, staff and facilities in order to
remain operational during an emergency, and to promote the restoration of day-to-day operations. This
FREE webinar, presented by HSS Director Tracy Buchman, will demonstrate the benefits of using HICS
within a healthcare organization as well as highlight the specific components and goals of the 2014 HICS
revisions.

For more information, check out the course flyers.

Pediatric Preparedness for Healthcare Coalitions webinar and call to be held June 19
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services will be holding a webinar and national call on
Pediatric Preparedness for Healthcare Coalitions Thursday, June 19, 2014 from noon — 1:30 p.m. MDT.

Disaster preparedness requires that healthcare systems have the capability to care for infants and
children. Building on the first NHPP Pediatric Preparedness Call held last year, presenters will describe
resources, partnerships and strategies that HPP Directors and Healthcare Coalitions have implemented
to strengthen pediatric components within their jurisdiction’s healthcare preparedness capabilities. An
agenda with additional details will be provided prior to the event.

Topics include:
e Leveraging healthcare coalitions for pediatric surge
e Including pediatrics in disaster plans and exercises
e Rural and urban pediatric considerations
o Recent initiatives in pediatric preparedness

Meeting Information:
e Date: Thursday, June 19, 2014
e Time: noon—1:30 p.m. MDT
e Topic: Pediatric Preparedness for Healthcare Coalitions

Registration:

e Log in using the following URL:
https://hppevents.webex.com/hppevents/onstage/q.php?t=a&d=744338437

o Click the “Register” link. “NOTE* - This can be done in advance of the call. Provide your name,
email address, organization and state. You will receive a confirmation email message with
detailed information about joining the event.

e Event number: 744 338 437

e Event password: NHPP
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Join the Webinar:
e Please log in 15 minutes prior to the start of the meeting by using the URL
https://hppevents.webex.com/hppevents/onstage/q.php?t=a&d=744338437
e Click the “Join Now” button on the right side of the page
e Please note that the webinar is optimized for Internet Explorer
e To listen through your browser: In the webinar browser window, click on “Communicate” and
select “Audio Broadcast” (if audio does not start immediately, click the play button)
e To listen via teleconference (not required if listening through the webinar)
o Toll Free Dial-In: (855) 646-4972
o International Dial-In: (484) 756-4342
o Conference ID #: 33388078

For additional information, please contact Dr. Cynthia Hansen at cynthia.hansen@hhs.gov.

CDC updates MERS infection control guidance for hospitals

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has updated its recommendations for hospitals
managing patients with known or suspected cases of the Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS)
Coronavirus. The updates add information related to the duration of infection control precautions,
management of ill health care workers, visitor considerations, aerosol-generating procedures, and hand
hygiene. As of May 23, there have been no reported cases in Colorado. According to the CDC, the MERS
situation in the U.S. represents a very low risk to the general public. CDC and other public health partners
continue to investigate and respond to the changing situation to prevent the spread of MERS in the U.S.
For additional resources, see the agency’s MERS preparedness checklists for health care providers and
facilities.

American Health Lawyers Association releases pandemic influenza checklist

The American Health Lawyers Association has released a checklist of legal items to consider when
preparing for pandemic influenza. The Community Pan-Flu checklist examines the critical legal and
ethical issues involved in pandemic preparedness planning and response. This guidebook is a scalable
tool designed to assist healthcare providers, public health agencies and government officials in taking
concrete steps to prepare for and respond to an influenza pandemic. Some of the many issues that
Community Pan-Flu covers include isolation and quarantine; altered standards of care; ethical obligations
of duty to treat; protecting employees and maintaining operations and business continuity.

CMS proposed rule crosswalk released
Wondering what the new CMS proposed rule will mean for you? Yale New Haven Health has released a
crosswalk of the proposed rule with the Joint Commission standard. Check it out here.

Epidemiologist update

Norovirus activity expected to decrease with warmer weather

Norovirus activity across the state is finally beginning to taper off after a very active first four months of the
year. Between January 1 and May 23, 2014, 141 outbreaks of suspected or confirmed viral
gastroenteritis have been reported in 24 counties throughout Colorado—29 were reported in January, 25 in
February, 32 in March, 40 in April and 17 in May. Norovirus has been laboratory-confirmed in 36 percent
of these outbreaks. The setting for these outbreaks is overwhelmingly in long-term care facilities (73
percent), with a smaller number reported in schools (seven percent), restaurants (six percent), hotels
(five percent), child care centers (three percent) and prisons (three percent). Among the outbreaks for
which case count information is available, a median of 24 persons (range 2 to 291 persons) reported
illness. Seven percent of outbreaks were identified as point-source foodborne outbreaks, while the
majority (88 percent) have been the result of person-to-person spread.
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Healthcare providers and local public health agency staff should report all outbreaks of acute
gastroenteritis to their local public health agency or the CDPHE Communicable Disease Epidemiology
Section at 303-692-2700. For further information, including guidance on disease control and cleaning,
please visit http://www.colorado.gov/cs/Satellite/ CODPHE-DCEED/CBON/1251607755294.

Training announcements

Centers for Domestic Preparedness has training availability for sessions through
September 2014

The Centers for Domestic Preparedness in Anniston, Ala. has announced their remaining seat availability
for training sessions through September 2014. To learn more about these federally funded training
programs which include roundtrip transportation, meals, lodging and training, please visit
https://cdp.dhs.gov/training/program/.

This is a great time to take advantage of training opportunities to enhance the response efforts within your
community, and share the opportunities with others to enhance their capabilities as well. You can find
recommended training programs by discipline by visiting https://cdp.dhs.gov/training/discipline/ Should
you have specific questions about any of the training programs, please contact David Hall.

To register for this training, simply follow the registration process outlined at
https://cdp.dhs.gov/reqister/registration-process/.

Training name Location Contact
A reporter is June 2 9a.m.-4p.m. Rifle Sarah Werner
calling - now

what? A training
for public health
and emergency
spokespersons

Long Term Care June 2-3 8am.-5p.m. Colorado Springs | Emily Nufiez
Disaster

Preparedness
Conference

Colorado Wildland | June 2-8 8a.m.-5p.m. New Castle info@cwfima.com
Fire and Incident

Management
Academy

PER275 - Law June 3-5 8am.-5p.m. Pagosa Springs Michael Bean
Enforcement
Active Shooter
Emergency
Response
(LASER)

Promising June 4 11 a.m. Webinar firstresponder.gov
Practices and
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Technologies for
Communicating
with Persons with
Access and
Functional Needs
during
Emergencies

Emergency
Preparedness 101

introduction

June 5

noon - 1 p.m.

Webinar

Danyel Stewart

G290 - Basic
Public Information
Officer

June 5-6

8:30a.m.-5p.m.

Hugo

Michael Bean

MCICS 100

June 6-7

8am.-5p.m.

Pueblo

John Putt

CASCA

Emergency
Preparedness
Tabletop Exercise

(Interactive online
version)

June 9

4:30 p.m. -6 p.m.

Link will be
emailed prior to
event

Kristen Campos

L364 & L.362 -
Multi-Hazard

Emergency

Planning for
Schools

June 9-10

8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Loveland &
Golden

Michael Bean

Understanding the

Hospital Incident
Command

System 2014
Revisions

June 10

noon - 1 p.m.

Webinar

Danyel Stewart

MCICS 200

June 13-14

8a.m.-5p.m.

Pueblo

John Putt

L557 - Mission
Essential
Functions

Workshop

June 17-18

8:30 a.m. -4 p.m.

Centennial

Michael Bean

Pediatric
Preparedness for
Healthcare
Coalitions

June 19

noon - 1:30 p.m.

Webinar

Cynthia Hansen

G290 - Basic
Public Information
Officer

July 8-9

8a.m.-5p.m.

Granby

Beth Roome
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L362 -
Multi-Hazard
Emergency

Planning for
Schools

Train-the-Trainer

August 13-15

8a.m.-5p.m.

Golden

Brad Stiles

G290 - Basic
Public Information
Officer

October 14-15

8a.m.-5p.m.

Alamosa

Michael Bean

G291 - Joint
Information

System/Joint
Information Center

October 23

8a.m.-5p.m.

Colorado Springs

Jerry Eastman

EMTrack webinar

Third Wednesday

1 p.m.-2:30 p.m.

Webinar

Aubrey Kukral

EMResource
webinar

Fourth
Wednesday

1 p.m.-2:30 p.m.

Webinar

Aubrey Kukral

AWR-307-W:
Evacuation and
shelter-In-place
needs of people
with medical
dependencies
during a disaster
(awareness level)

Anytime

Anytime

Webinar

Bill Halstead

PER-302-W:
Evacuation and
shelter-In-place
needs of people
with medical

dependencies
during a disaster

(performance

level

Anytime

Anytime

Webinar

Bill Halstead

Preparedness in
Colorado:

Environmental
Health Aspects of
Natural Disasters

Anytime

Anytime

Webinar

Nicole Roland

Preparedness in
Colorado:

Vulnerable
Populations

Anytime

Anytime

Webinar

Nicole Roland

1S930 -

Anytime

Anytime

Webinar

Renée Funk
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Contact us

Do you have information for this newsletter?

If you have information, questions or comments/suggestions, contact Sarah Werner at
sarah.werner@state.co.us, 303-692-6359 or 720-387-5185. Deadline for submission of articles for the
July edition is Thursday, June 26 at 5 p.m.

Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment
Office of Emergency Preparedness and Response

4300 Cherry Creek Drive South « Denver, CO 80246-1530
303-692-2030 * 800-886-7689 « www.colorado.gov/cohealth
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