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Damaged Drinking
 
Water
 
Systems
Drinking water systems must follow the regulations of EPA’s Safe Water Drinking Act. When the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment learns of a water system problem, the state is required by law to evaluate the system and respond accordingly
.
  
While the local health department is not required to work with the State and the supplier,
 
CDPHE
 
staff
 
will
 
notify the local authorities and keep them updated.
By law, the water supplier must notify and distribute information to its customers, following
 
very
 
specific
 
language and action
 
s
teps.
  
Notices
 
must
 
contain:
Description
 
of
 
the
 
violation
Potential
 
health
 
effects
Population
 
at
 
risk
Whether
 
alternate
 
water
 
supplies
 need 
to
 be 
used
Steps
  
the
 
supplier
 
is
 
taking
 
to
 
correct
 
the
 
problem
Actions
 
consumers
 
should
 
take
When
 
to
 
expect
 
resolution
Resources
Certified safe drinking 
water
 
testing
 
laboratories:
 
www.colorado.
 
gov
/pacific/sites/default/files/
 
SDWMAY
2015%20.pdf
Drinking
 
Water
 
from Household
 
Wells:
 
www.colorado.gov/pacific/
 
sites/default/files/WQ-DW-
 
Publications-Drinking-Water-From-
 
Household-Wells.pdf
)WELL WATER SAFET Y 	

If a well used for drinking water has been flooded or contaminated during repair work, it is important to thoroughly disinfect it before using the water. Property owners may want to consult with a local licensed water well driller or pump installation contractor (see www. water.state.co.us/groundwater/ BOE/Pages/LicensedContractors. aspx). It does require specific
equipment and experience for proper decontamination of the well.
Inspect the well and its components, including:
· Electrical wires and connectors that supply power to the well
· Above-ground PVC plastic pipes used to bring water to the house
· Well houses and special equipment such as chlorinators, filters and electronic controls
· Pressure tanks that may have been exposed to excessive heat
· Storage tanks, vents and over- flow pipes
Homeowner Tips
· If the water tastes or smells earthy, smoky or burnt, it may be necessary to flush the water lines.
· If there are any doubts about the safety of the water in the well, contact the county health department or a certified lab for water testing.
· If the well or water system is contaminated, or if testing indicates that bacterial contaminants are present, disinfection of the well is recommended.
· To disinfect the well, make a chlorine solution by mixing 1 gallon of unscented, regular household bleach (6 percent chlorine solution) in 10 gallons of water. Add the solution to the well between the well casing and pump drop pipe.
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· 
If a household water well (4-inch diameter casing) has more than 500 feet of standing water column or the casing diameter is greater than 4 inches, refer to Rule 15* of Colorado Water Well Construction Rules for instructions.
· Disconnect the well from its storage and distribution systems. Pump the well water to waste until the water is relatively clear.
· Stop the pump and reconnect to the storage and distribution systems. Prior to pumping, check to be sure the public wastewater system is functioning properly.
· Start the pump and open all faucets on the system. Pump until a chlorine odor can be detected  at the faucets. Close all the faucets and stop the pump.
· Allow the chlorine solution to remain in the well, storage and distribution systems at least overnight, or preferably, 24 hours.
· Pump the well to waste until the odor and taste of chlorine has disappeared. Excessive amounts of contamination in the well or water supply system may require repeating the process.
·  (
Excess
 
moisture
 
and
 
standing
 
water
 
contribute
 
to
 
the
 
growth
of
 
mold
 
in
 
homes
 
and
 
other
 
buildings.
 When
 
returning
 
to
 
a
 
home
 
that
 
has
 
been
 
flooded
 
or
 
exposed
 
to
 
rain,
 
be
 
aware
 
that
 
mold
could
 
be
 
present
 
and
 
may
 
be
 
a
 
health
 
risk
 
to
 
building
 
occupants.
)Two days after disinfection, collect a sample of water for bacteriological analysis, using only a sterile container furnished by the state or local health department’s laboratory.
·  (
Moisture
 
that
 
enters
 
buildings
 
from
 
leaks
 
or
 
fl
ooding
 
accelerates
 
mold
 
growth.
 
Molds
 
can
 
cause
 
disease,
 
trigger
 
allergic
 
reactions
 
and
 
continue
 
to
 
damage
 
materials
 
after
 
the
 
storm.
Remove
 
standing
 
water
 
from
 
the
 
building.
 
Remove
 
wet
 
materials
 
promptly
 
and
 
ventilate;
 
use
 
fans
 
and
 
dehumidi
fi
ers
 if
 
possible.
If 
mold
 
growth
 
has
 
already
 
occurred,
 
it
 
is
 
best
 
to
 
have
 a 
professional
 
remove
 
it.
Individuals
 
with
 
known
 
mold
 
allergies
 
or
 
asthma
 
should
 
never
 
clean
 
or
 
remove
 m
old.
Small
 
areas
 
of
 
mold
 
growth
 
can
 be 
removed
 
with
 
soap
 
and
 
water.
)Private well owners with concerns about their wells should collect samples for coliform testing. Test for volatile organic compounds (VOC) and hydrocarbons if the well head is damaged or compromised, or if the well is in a high risk area where drilling activity or hydrocarbon storage occurs.
*NOTE:
2 CCR 402-2 at www.sos.state.co.us/ CCR/GenerateRulePdf. do?ruleVersionId=4344& fileName=2%20CCR%20402-2	
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