DEBRIS CLEANUP
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previous
 page
)
SEPTIC SYSTEMS
 (
An onsite wastewater treatment system, also known as a septic system, could be adversely affected by fire, power outages, equipment failure, floods or other contamination of water supplies.
) (
An
 
onsite
 
wastewater
 
treatment
 
system,
 
also
 
known
 
as
 
a
 
septic
 
system,
 
could
 
be
 
adversely
 
a
ff
ected
 
by
 
fi
r
e,
 
power
 
outages,
 
equipment
 
failure,
 
fl
oods 
or
 
other
 
contamination
 
of
 
water
 
supplies.
Inspecting for damage
Damage
 
to
 
plastic
 
piping
 
above
 
ground
 
that
 
may
 
have
 
been
 
damaged
 
by
 
heat.
Raised
 
systems
 
scorched
 
or
 
damaged
 
by
 
fire.
Damage
 
to
 
piping
 
where
 
pipes
 
enter
 
the
 
home
 
or
 
structure.
Disturbance
 
of
 
the
 
soil
 
treatment
 
area
 
by
 
large
 
vehicles
 
such
 
as
 
fi
re
fighting
 
equipment.
Damage
 
to
 
access
 
lids/risers.
 
Any
 
open
 
access
 
to
 
tanks or
 
other
 
components
 
of
 
the
 OWTS 
should
 
be
 
flagged
 
and
 
cordoned
 off
 
so
 
as
 
to
 
prevent
 
access
 
to
 
the
 
opening.
Damage
 
to
 
electrical
 
components
 
such
 
as
 
control
 
panels
 
or
 
junction
 
boxes.
If
 the septic 
system
 is 
damaged,
 backing up or
 
malfunctioning,
 
discontinue
 use and contact the
 
county
 public health or 
environmental
 health
 
agency 
for
 
guidance
 and instruction 
regarding
 
repair
 
and 
restoration
 of the 
system.
)
Emergency Livestock Disposal:
 (
Homeowner Tips for Flooded Septic Systems
) (
Let
 it 
dry
 out
Use 
as little 
water 
as possible 
until 
the 
system
 
dries
 out.
Don’t
 
allow
 
wastewater
 
to
 go 
to
 the septic
 
system
 
until
 the 
system
 has 
recovered.
No
 
baths,
 
laundry
 
or
 
toilet
 
flushing.
 
No
 
water
 
with
 
disinfectants
 
from
 
flood
 
cleanup
 
down
 
the
 
drain.
 
Large
 
quantities
 
of
 
disinfectant
 
can
 
kill
 
the
 
good
 
bacteria
 
in
 
the
 
septic 
system.
Route water from roof gutters and
 
sump pumps away from the septic system.
Mark
 
locations
 
of
 
septic
 
tank
 
and
 
leachfield
 
(
drainfield
)
 
to
 
keep
 
traffic,
 
even
 
foot
 
traffic,
 
off
 
the
 
system
 
to
 
prevent
 
damage
 
and
 
soil
 
compaction.
Get help 
from
 a 
pro
Turn
 
off electric
 power
 
to
 
pumps, aeration
 or
 
treatment
 
systems.
Have
 an electrical 
contractor
 or an installer
 
trained
 
for
 the 
system
 check electrical
 
components
 
for
 damage and 
watertightness
 
prior 
to
 
restoring
 
power
 
to
 the 
system.
Pump
 and inspect septic tank and pump tank, if
 
there
 is 
one.
 
Silt,
 debris and other 
contaminants
 
may
 
have
 
entered
 the tank.
Inspect
 
inlet
 
and
 
outlet
 tees 
or
 
baffles
 for
 
blockages caused 
by
 debris or 
fats
 and 
grease.
Wait
Don’t pump tanks until groundwater level drops.
 
Empty tanks, including concrete tanks, have less weight and are more buoyant. They can “porpoise” out of the ground, or move and shift.
Tanks
 
pumped
 
under
 
high
 
water
 
conditions
 
can
 
collapse
 
or
 
be
 
crushed
 
by
 
pressure
 
from
 
surrounding
 
soil
 
and
 
water.
 
If
 
the
 
groundwater
 
level
 
is
 
part
 
way
 
up
 
the
 
side
 
of
 
the
 
septic
 
tank,
 
it
 
may
 
be
 
possible
 
to
 
partially
 
pump
 
the
 
tank
 
the
 
first
 
time.
Water
 
from
 
the
 
soil
 
treatment
 
area
 
could
 
flow
 
back
 
into
 
the
 
tank,
 
which
 
would
 
require
 
multiple 
pumpings
.
)Policy and Pre-Approved Design and Operations Plan
In an emergency, the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment may authorize temporary management practices in order to protect human health and the environment. These temporary practices may include procedures for the disposal of dead animals associated with the emergency conditions. The Colorado Department of Agriculture regulates carcass disposal. If you comply with the requirements below, you will be considered to be in compliance with regulations.
Landfill and burial requirements
· No dead animals shall be placed in any body of water or seasonal creek or pond.
· Surface water should be diverted from the pit utilizing an upgradient diversion berm or other method.
· All dead animals must be buried at least 150 feet down gradient from any groundwater supply source.
· In no case should the bottom of the burial pit be closer than five feet to the groundwater table.
· Burial sites must be located more than one mile from any the residence of any person.
Note: When burying dead livestock, it is best to add a layer of lime or quicklime below and above a carcass to accelerate the decomposition process. Overuse of lime should be avoided. If lime or
quicklime is not available, burial without it is acceptable. Avoid contacting human skin with lime or quicklime, which are caustic and can cause severe burns.

Other disposal options for dead animals
· Permitted landfills that will accept them.
· Rendering plants. (Only out-of-state options exist at this time.)
· Composting. Requires approval of a separate design and operations plan.
 (
Resources
 
from
 
EPA
Septic
 Systems:
 
What to 
do after
 
a
 
flood
 
water.epa.gov/drink/
emerprep
/flood/
septicsystems.cf
m
 
Septic 
Smart
 Home
water.epa.gov/infrastructure/septic/
septicsmart.cfm
)Other best management practices
· Before burial or other disposition:
a.   Arrange carcasses individually in rows and not on top of one another.
b.   Locate carcasses in the shade and out of sunlight.
c.   Keep carcasses covered with snow to keep cold.
· Avoid burial sites with fractured or cavernous bedrock, highly permeable soils or seasonal high water tables.
· Do not bury more than 10 animals together to minimize potential nuisance conditions and impacts to ground water.
· Contact your local health department or CSU Cooperative Extension Office for additional advice.
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