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Asbestos
The
 
Colorado
 
Department
 
of
 
Public
 
Health
 
and
 
Environment
 
has
 
in‐state
 
authority
 
to regulate
 
asbestos
 
under
 
two
 
acts,
 
the
 
Clean
 
Air
 
Act
 
and
 
the
 
Resource
 
Conservation
 
and Recovery
 
Act
 
(RCRA).
 
The
 
Hazardous
 
Materials
 
and
 
Waste
 
Management
 
Division
 
and
 
the
 
Air Pollution
 
Control
 
Division
 
share
 
regulatory
 
responsibility
 
for
 
asbestos.
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Facilitating rapid recovery
When a disaster occurs – whether wildfire, tornado or flood – there is the potential for damage to or complete destruction of homes, commercial buildings and other structures. These events create an unexpected emergency situation that warrants a rapid response. Once the immediate threat has passed, including any necessary search and rescue, communities will be moving from emergency response to longer term cleanup and recovery. A prompt cleanup may enable residents to move forward with their lives while minimizing potential public health and environmental issues that may be exacerbated the longer the material is left in place.
In a situation such as disaster recovery, the Department may temporarily relax certain regulatory requirements for asbestos inspection, handling and notification that would normally apply. This temporary modification only applies to Colorado’s asbestos regulations. It would not alter any federal regulatory requirements (e.g., EPA, OSHA) that also apply with respect to debris cleanup and worker safety. Please contact the appropriate federal agencies regarding the applicability of their regulations.
Coordinating recovery efforts
CDPHE and its local partners work together to help provide relief and information to affected communities. CDPHE issues guidance based on the nature and severity of an event to provide a temporary, flexible and protective approach during emergency response and recovery. Inspection and sampling of debris and a state- issued demolition permit are not required to remove scattered debris such as materials preventing rescue operations, blocking roads, waterways or otherwise impeding recovery efforts.
Procedures for asbestos removal
· If asbestos is known to be present above regulatory levels in a home, commercial building or other structure, it must be handled in accordance with Colorado Regulation No. 8, Part B (5 CCR 1001-10).*

*NOTE:
[image: ]See Colorado Air Quality Control Commission Regulation No. 8, Part B at www.colorado.gov/pacific/sites/ default/files/5-CCR-1001-10_1.pdf.

Check the CDPHE website to ensure that you are following the most up-to-date guidance, including specific information on current incidents.
www.colorado.gov/cdphe/asbestos





· For homes, commercial buildings or other structures that are completely or partially destroyed and unsafe to enter to inspect, CDPHE will consider whether the requirements for sampling and handling will be modified. If so, disposal of this debris must be made at landfills approved to accept this waste. Property owners or their contractors are required to provide written notice of the demolition of buildings partially or completely destroyed. Notification must be emailed to CDPHE’s Asbestos Unit at cdphe.asbestos@ state.co.us, using the official Demolition Notification Application form found at www.colorado.gov/pacific/ sites/default/files/AP_ASB_Demolition-Permit- Application-Form.doc. Applicants need to fill in the applicable sections (site address, owner, demolition contractor information and landfill) only.
· Under some emergency situations, the notification fee may be waived, as well as the 10-working day advance notification requirement.
· A local agency, such as the county building department, environmental health department or emergency response team must designate the building as being completely or partially destroyed and unsafe. Attach a photograph illustrating the building’s condition.
· For lesser damaged homes, commercial buildings or other structures where sampling and handling of potential asbestos-containing material is feasible, building owners or contractors must comply with all requirements in Regulation No. 8, Part B.
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Disposal of debris and ash
  After a fire, the remaining ash may be relatively harmless, similar to the ash that might be found in a home fireplace. However, the remaining debris and ash from structures may contain unknown substances potentially detrimental to public health and the environment. It is important to handle debris, including ash, in a manner that reduces the risk of contact with any hazardous materials that could be in the debris.
· Soil under the area where the debris was deposited should be scraped to be sure that all contaminants have been removed from the site.
· Materials must be wetted thoroughly to reduce dust as much as possible, then packaged inside a 6-mil plastic sheeting liner.
· Place the package in an end-dump roll-off with the top of the roll-off sealed with the plastic sheeting to help secure the contents during transport.
·  (
  
The
 Department typically 
encounters
 
three
 major types
of
 
disaster
 debris:
inert
 (non-leachable and/or 
non-reactive)
 
materials
vegetation
non-inert (leachable and/or 
reactive)
 
materials
 
  
None
 
of
 
these
 
materials,
 
if
 
handled
 
and
 
disposed
 
of
 
appropriately,
 
should
 
cause
 
an
 
unsafe
 
impact
 
to
 
people,
 
wildlife,
 groundwater, 
surface
 
water
 
or
 air. 
Inert
 
materials
 
are
 
the
 
easiest
 
to
 
manage
 
because
 
they
 
are
 
not
 
mobile
 and will not present a significant risk to human health
 
or the environment. Inert materials include earthen materials, hardened concrete, cured asphalt, masonry, some metals and other approved materials.
  
Inert materials may be disposed of on your own property with the following provisions:
The disposal of inert waste on the property must be approved by the local government agency. 
The inert waste may be disposed of in a basement, if present, or in a hole in the ground. The base of the hole should be at least 5 feet above groundwater.
) (
On-Site Disposal of Debris
The 
Solid
 
Waste
 Act 
and
 Regulations allow 
any
 
person,
 
other
 
than
 governmental entities,
 
to 
dispose
 
of
 
their
 own waste 
on
 
their
 own 
property
 provided 
the
 
Department
 
approves
 an
 
engineering 
and
 operations 
plan
 that complies 
with
 
the
 requirements for locations,
 
restrictions, standards, design 
and
 operating rules.
 
The design 
and
 operating requirements
 
could
 
be
 
diff
erent
 
at
 
different
 
locations,
 
depending
 
on
 
the
 
site
 
setting
 
and
 
types
 
of
 
material.
)The roll-off can be moved to a landfill by the property owner or property owner’s contractor. Call the landfill before transporting to alert the landfill that the material is coming, confirm that it will accept the waste and follow the landfill’s procedures. 






· No asbestos-containing materials may be recycled.
· Recycling facilities and some landfills will accept metal, concrete and other materials for recycling. Metal debris and concrete must be washed clean prior to recycling. Contact the recycling facility or landfill prior to bringing recyclable materials.
· Before recycling the material, it must be inspected by a certified asbestos building inspector and found to be free of asbestos-containing materials prior to recycling.
Asbestos inspection, abatement and disposal
· A list of asbestos consulting firms that employ Colorado- certified asbestos building inspectors, general abatement contractors and contact information for landfills that will accept asbestos-containing material is online at www. colorado.gov/cdphe/asbestos.
· For more information including emergency modifications to Regulation No. 8, Part B*, please contact the Asbestos Unit at 303-692-3100 or cdphe.asbestos@state.co.us. CDPHE’s Asbestos Unit can provide recommendations on how to respond to both widespread and site-specific issues.
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The
 
materials
 need 
to
 be 
covered
 with 
at
 least 2 
feet
 
of
 
clean
 fill.
The
 
cover
 needs 
to
 be sloped 
to
 
achieve
 
positive
 
drainage
 and 
prevent
 
ponding.
The
 
cover
 should be 
revegetated
 
to
 
prevent
 
erosion
 
of the 
cover
 and 
surrounding
 
materials.
A
 notice
 of the fill
 location
 should be 
placed
 in
 
the
 
property 
deed.
  
Non-inert 
materials
 
may
 be disposed of on 
your
 
own property.
 
Contact
 the Department 
for
 
review
 and
 
approval
 of 
your
 
engineering
 
design
 and 
operation
 plan
 
before
 
you
 
begin.
   Disposal of non-inert 
materials
 or 
materials
 
that
 
present
 a risk 
to
 human health, including 
asbestos,
 also
 
require
 
a
 post-closure care 
plan,
 
financial
 assurance 
and
 
an 
environmental
 
covenant. 
   All
 
on-site
 disposal activities must be 
conducted
 
in 
accordance
 with local (city and 
county)
 rules and ordinances.
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