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In
 response to 
a
 large 
scale
 
emergency,
 
the
 Colorado 
Department
 
of
 Public 
Health
 
and
 
Environment may 
issue
 
temporary
 guidance 
and
 regulatory relief for 
the
 management 
and
 
disposal
 
of
 
damaged
 
or
 
destroyed
 structures, vegetation debris, vehicles, 
spoiled
 
food,
 
household
 chemicals, 
dead
 animals, 
septage
 
and
 sewage.
Flooding, 
fires 
and
 
severe 
storms 
can
 
create 
debris
 
and
 waste
 
that require rapid
 
response.
 
Prompt
 
cleanup
 
and
 safe management 
of
 
debris
 
enables
 residents to 
move
 forward 
with
 
their
 
lives.
 
It
 minimizes potential 
public
 
health
 
and
 environmental 
issues
 that may 
be
 
exacerbated 
the
 
longer
 
the
 
debris
 
is
 
left
 
in
 
place.
 
For
 instance, prompt 
cleanup
 
can
 
prevent
 
nuisance
 
conditions,
 
odors,
 
disease
 
and
 
water 
contamination
 
from
 runoff.
In
 
some
 circumstances that require 
timely
 
action,
 
the
 
Department
 may consider waiving 
or
 
modifying
 
some
 
specific
 
regulatory
 
requirements
 
on
 
a
 
temporary
 
basis.
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Vegetation
Vegetation debris and sediment following a destructive event may be managed by the property owner or the property owner’s contractor in accordance with local (city and county) rules and ordinances.
· You may remove vegetation debris and sediment transported by storm water into ditches, natural or manmade ponds or other low lying areas to ensure they function properly.
· Vegetation and sediment that has been removed or stockpiled must be managed in accordance with local (city or county) rules and ordinances.
· Handle and store vegetation debris in a manner that prevents its release into storm drains, streams, ditches and other surface waters. Store waste in upland areas away from concentrated stormwater flows, and in a manner that prevents erosion and transport of materials.
· The Department will not enforce solid waste requirements so long as the waste material does not create a nuisance or violate the Water Quality Control Division’s stormwater regulations.
Structures
After a destructive event, use care when handling and transporting debris from buildings that are either partially damaged (when salvageable building materials remain) or completely destroyed (when only ash and debris remain).
If the structures are partially damaged but safe to enter, the owner or the owner’s contractor may dispose of household hazardous waste (i.e., paints, car batteries, pesticides, etc.) at the county or municipal household hazardous waste facility.
· Structures should be handled in a manner that will minimize potential exposure to any hazardous materials that might be present in a damaged structure or debris from structures. 
· Older structures have a greater potential to contain asbestos and lead. Some inert debris (non-leaching, or unable to dissolve in water) and sediment may be disposed of onsite. If you wish to bring debris from a damaged structure to a landfill, first contact the facility to confirm the landfill will accept the waste.














Food Waste
· Spoiled, contaminated or expired food managed by residents and businesses may be disposed at a landfill or taken to a composting operation approved to accept food waste.
· The property owner or the property owner’s contractor may handle food waste disposal in accordance with local (city and county) rules and ordinances.
· The Department will not enforce solid waste requirements so long as the management does not create a nuisance, does not violate the Water Quality Control Division’s stormwater regulations, and complies with the following criteria:
· No food waste shall be placed in any body of water or seasonal creek or pond.
· Surface water should be diverted from the pit utilizing an upgradient diversion berm or other method.
· All food waste must be buried at least 150 feet down gradient from any groundwater supply source.
· In no case should the bottom of the burial pit be closer than five feet to the groundwater table.
· The food waste burial complies with local (city and county) rules and ordinances.
Dead Animals
During an emergency event, the Department may implement its Emergency Livestock Disposal Policy. If the owners cannot meet the requirements of the preapproved plan defined in the policy, the owners are required to submit disposal plans to the Department and the local city council or the board of county commissioners. Transport of dead animals to a landfill for final disposal is permitted if the landfill accepts them.
Household Chemicals
Household Hazardous Waste, or HHW, may be taken to a county or municipal HHW facility for recycling, including intact paint and chemicals in containers less than 5 gallons. Check with your local environmental health agency to see if a temporary HHW collection site has been established. If HHW cannot safely be removed from other flood debris or no recycling option is available, HHW can be taken to a landfill for disposal.
DEBRIS CLEANUP
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Propane Tanks
If the property has a propane tank system, turn off the valves if they are accessible and don’t appear to be damaged. Tanks, brass and copper fittings and lines can be damaged in a destructive event and can be unsafe. If fire burned the tank, the pressure relief valve probably opened and released the contents. The property owner should contact the propane supplier immediately to have the system inspected, assess the damage and make repairs prior to reuse. Emergency response personnel should be contacted if there is evidence of severe damage or the propane tanks cannot be removed from debris.
Heating Oil Tanks
For a heating oil tank system, contact the heating oil supplier for an inspection of the system before using it. During a destructive event, tanks may shift or fall from their stands and fuel lines may kink or weaken. Heat, such as from a fire, may cause tanks to warp or bulge. Non‐vented tanks are more likely to bulge or show signs of stress. A destructive event can loosen or damage fittings and filters.
Vehicles
Fuel, oil, hydraulic fluid and other automotive fluids from vehicles must be removed and managed appropriately prior to recycling or disposal of the vehicle at a landfill.
Septage and Sewage
Wastewater treatment plants may be damaged rising streams that flood domestic wastewater treatment plants. It could cause the plant to release untreated and partially treated sewage, which then is carried away by floodwaters. Septic systems also may be destroyed or compromised in a destructive event. If there is sewage or septage in debris, the waste does not need to be separated. It can be disposed of at a landfill mixed with other debris.
· Property owners and contractors should prevent exposure when working in or around septage and sewage.
· Minimize or eliminate contact with the contaminated materials and do not spread the septage or sewage.
Electronic Waste
Damaged televisions, computers, DVD players and other electronic devices may be taken to an electronics recycler or collection location if the material is not contaminated by sewage, septage or other debris. The Department may issue a temporary waiver of the electronic waste landfill ban.
A waiver may allow the disposal of only residential electronic waste at a solid waste landfill, and only if the electronic waste has been contaminated by sewage, septage or deemed unrecyclable from contamination after an emergency.
Waivers, when activated under unusual circumstances, do not include electronic waste from businesses.
·  (
continued
 on next page
)Electronic waste from businesses must be managed as a universal waste or as a hazardous waste, depending on the materials.



White Goods and Refrigerants
The term “white goods” is used to describe major household appliances such as washers, dryers, refrigerators, freezers, hot water heaters and other larger appliances. They are favored for recycling because white goods are manufactured with a high percentage of metal.
· Prior to recycling or disposal at a permitted landfill, white goods containing refrigerants must have those refrigerants properly recovered and handled by an EPA- certified technician with proper equipment.
· The facility accepting the white goods for final disposal or recycling must keep onsite for three years documentation verifying refrigerant recovery. The refrigerants include chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs), hydrochlorofluorocarbons (HCFCs) and hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs). Contact the Chlorofluorocarbons Unit at 303-692-3200 for the Owner’s Refrigerant Recovery Record form or download the form from www.epa.gov/ozone/title6/608/ recoveryform.pdf.
In Colorado, small appliance refrigerant recovery is regulated by the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment’s Air Pollution Control Division, in its Indoor Environment Program. A hotline is available to leave messages, report violations or to request assistance for either the state or federal chlorofluorocarbon programs. Call the Chlorofluorocarbon Hotline at 303-692-3200.



	Temporary Disaster Debris Stockpiles
· Some local agencies may choose to establish temporary stockpile locations for flood debris.
· Certain waste and flood debris may not be accepted at temporary locations because of the high threat of disease and other nuisance conditions.
· Check with your local health department for locations and acceptable waste and flood debris.
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