
 
CDC November Metro Tour (Aurora) Agenda  

TOUR ITINERARY 
Capital Development Committee 

 
Metro Tour (Aurora) 
November 17, 2015 

 
 
Tuesday, November 17 
 
 
8:30 a.m.  CDC Meeting, SCR 356, Colorado State Capitol, Denver 
 
10:00 a.m.  Depart State Capitol, Denver 
   
10:30 a.m. Tour University of Colorado Denver, Anschutz Medical Campus 
 
11:30 a.m. Depart CU Denver, Anschutz Campus 
 
11:45 a.m. Tour and Lunch at Buckley AFB 
 Meet at parking lot outside 6th Avenue gate. 
 
3:00 p.m.  Depart Buckley AFB and return to State Capitol 
 

   
 



Motion: Approve the supplemental request from Fort Lewis College to expand the project scope of the Berndt 
Hall Reconstruction — Geosciences, Physics and Engineering project in order to purchase additional 
equipment for other Engineering Department locations.

Berndt Hall Reconstruction — Geosciences, Physics and Engineering

Fort Lewis College

FY 2015-16 Supplemental Capital Construction Request

REASON FOR SUPPLEMENTAL REQUEST

The college does not anticipate spending the full amount of money it budgeted for the project and would like to use 
some of the remaining funds to design, procure, and install equipment at two other Engineering Department 
locations on campus: an area of Berndt Hall immediately adjacent to the new addition and a satellite engineering lab 
area located in the Physical Plant West building.  The college indicates that there is excess funding available within 
the project budget as construction bids were lower than estimated. The estimated cost of the equipment is $1 to $2 
million, depending on final design, the specific equipment to be procured, and potential infrastructure upgrades.  The 
new addition is scheduled for occupancy in fall 2016, and the remaining project monies will be expended by the end 
of 2018.

The college's engineering program is growing faster than expected, and the college has allocated additional program 
space outside of the new addition of Berndt Hall.  If this supplemental request is not approved, the college says it will 
need to look for other funding sources to meet the programmatic needs of the Engineering Department.

Additional legislative review and authorization is required in order to spend some of the remaining project funds on 
equipment that falls outside the scope of the approved project.

Which supplemental criterion does the request meet?

PRIOR APPROPRIATION AND SUPPLEMENTAL REQUEST INFORMATION

Has the request been approved by OSPB and CCHE?

Which projects will be restricted to fund the supplemental request?   

Yes

GENERAL INFORMATION

Other

3.

1.

2008-036

The appropriation to be amended was authorized in the following bill: SB 15-234

2.

None.  No additional state funds are being requested.

Fund Source Prior Appropriations Future Requests Total CostSupplemental Request

FML $1,961,546 $0 $1,961,546$0

CCF $29,121,100 $0 $29,121,100$0

CF $4,231,974 $0 $4,231,974$0

$35,314,620 $0 $35,314,620$0
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Motion: Approve the supplemental request from Fort Lewis College to expand the project scope of the Berndt 
Hall Reconstruction — Geosciences, Physics and Engineering project in order to purchase additional 
equipment for other Engineering Department locations.

Berndt Hall Reconstruction — Geosciences, Physics and Engineering

Fort Lewis College

FY 2015-16 Supplemental Capital Construction Request

SUMMARY OF PROJECT

The two-phase project demolishes a portion of Berndt Hall and constructs a new, larger facility in the same location 
for the Geosciences, Physics and Engineering Departments.  The existing facilities do not comply with current 
building code requirements and do not satisfy the need for a modern academic science facility.  The project 
constructs a modern, upgraded space that the college says will enable these programs to be comparable to those at 
similar institutions, which will help it to recruit and retain students and faculty.  Phase I, appropriated in FY 2014-15, 
demolished a 16,500-GSF wing of Berndt Hall and began construction on the new, 60,838-GSF facility.  Phase II, 
appropriated in FY 2015-16, completes the building and finishes site grading, pavement, landscaping, and irrigation.

QUESTIONS / OUTSTANDING ISSUES

All responses to staff questions were included in the project write-up.
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University of Colorado Denver

Two-Year Projection of Cash Need (CY 2015)

Tuesday, November 17, 2015

SUGGESTED 

MOTION:

Approve the two new projects listed on the University of Colorado Denver two-year projection of 
cash need ($72,085,445 CF).

New Project List, Requires Approval

LEED 

Certification

 

Amount

Fund 

Source

Project 

Name

Campus Services, Various Building Renovations

Date Authorized Until: TBD

The project renovates and redesigns 55,258 square feet in four buildings.  The renovations include space in one building on the 
downtown campus: the Lawrence Street Center (20,158 sf); and space in three buildings on the Anschutz Medical Campus: the Campus 
Services Building (25,221 sf), Building 500 (1,224 sf), and the Education 2 North Building (8,655 sf).  The project relocates ten support 
services units to facilities on the edge of the respective campuses in order to accommodate an increase in staff FTE, to improve staff 
work spaces, and to create additional programmatic spaces in busier areas of the campuses.  Some of the units to be relocated include 
the Office of Information Technology, Facilities Management, and the Office of Institutional Planning.

The source of cash funds is CU Denver institutional reserves.

$8,085,445 CFN/A

2017-020

Campus Village Acquisition

Date Authorized Until: TBD

The project acquires the Campus Village Apartments and surrounding land (about 3.16 acres) from the CU Real Estate Foundation.  The 
apartments are located near the Auraria Campus and provide housing for CU Denver students.  The apartments were constructed 
between 2005 and 2006 and opened to students in 2006.  The apartments largely house first-year students.  CU explains that the 
existing facility management structure is challenging because the apartments are owned and operated by a third party, which creates 
confusion around the university's role in managing the building, particularly around issues of billing and discipline.  Furthermore, student 
life programs are not integrated into the facility.  

After the acquisition, the university plans to continue to operate the apartments for student use and to add three additional staff to 
provide operational oversight of and to design and implement residential life programming in the facility.

The source of cash funds is a short-term loan from the CU System Treasury.  The university plans to later refinance the debt and repay 
the bonds from student housing fees.

The acquisition price includes the estimated cost to defease the remaining debt service (about $61.7 million).  Additional cash funds 
spending authority ($2.3 million) is requested in case there are unforeseen administrative or legal fees.  The university also plans to 
establish a capital renewal fund for ongoing maintenance of the building.

$64,000,000 CFN/A

2017-022

$72,085,445Subtotal: New Project List, Requires Approval
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SUGGESTED 

MOTION:

Approve the two new projects listed on the University of Colorado Denver two-year projection of 
cash need ($72,085,445 CF).

Active Project List

LEED 

Certification

 

Amount

Fund 

Source

Project 

Name

Business School, Phase II

Date Authorized Until: February 13, 2016

The project constructs a 10,785-GSF expansion of the Business School building at 1475 Lawrence Street, near the downtown campus.  
The existing courtyard on the first three floors of the building will be enclosed, and the space will be used to create a large events center 
and adjacent support areas, as well as provide operational space for executive programs, which are currently located in another facility.

The source of cash funds is gifts and institutional reserves.

$4,087,457 CFN/A

2015-041

Central Utility Plant (CUP) Boiler Expansion

Date Authorized Until: February 13, 2016

The project installs a new mechanical boiler unit in the Central Utility Plant on the Anschutz Medical Campus.  As new construction is 
completed on the campus, the university is closely monitoring its steam generation boiler system.  Once demand increases by more 
than 12,000 pounds per hour, equivalent to a new office building of approximately 200,000 GSF or a new research facility of 
approximately 100,000 GSF, a new boiler will be needed.  The Central Utility Plant facility has expansion space available for the new 
boiler.

The source of cash funds is bonds and institutional reserves.  Utility costs at the Central Utility Plant are assessed to campus users 
(including University Hospital and Childrens Hospital Colorado), and those fees will be used to repay the bonds.

$7,660,800 CFN/A

2015-040

Colorado Translational Research Imaging Center

Date Authorized Until: February 13, 2016

The project builds a two-story, 48,000-GSF facility to house all animal and human research imaging equipment on the Anschutz Medical 
Campus.  The facility will be constructed adjacent to the Research 2 building, which houses existing vivarium spaces. The university 
says bringing its imaging programs together in one facility will help meet growing demand for and research applicability of imaging 
equipment.  The project was previously requested at 30,000 GSF.

The source of cash funds is gifts and institutional reserves.

$32,842,152 CFGold

2011-060

North Classroom Building Additional Renovations

Date Authorized Until: February 13, 2016

The project renovates areas of the North Classroom building on the downtown Denver campus, including classrooms, the building 
atrium, and office spaces for the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences.  This cash-funded renovation is intended to accompany a        
state-funded capital renewal project to renovate North Classroom building infrastructure.  Improvements to classrooms under this cash-
funded project include ADA compliance, as well as updated technology, lighting, and furnishings.  The university explains that many of 
these spaces have not been renovated since the building opened in 1987, and that the classrooms to be renovated represent half of the 
classrooms assigned to the University of Colorado Denver on the Auraria Campus, so many students will benefit from the renovations.

The source of cash funds is gifts and institutional reserves.

$10,928,636 CFN/A

2015-039
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SUGGESTED 

MOTION:

Approve the two new projects listed on the University of Colorado Denver two-year projection of 
cash need ($72,085,445 CF).

North Classroom Building Renovation

Date Authorized Until: June 22, 2017

The project renovates and upgrades the 257,500-GSF North Classroom Building on the Auraria Campus.  The building, which is about 
25 years old, is one of the busiest classroom buildings on the campus.  The project improves building systems, including the mechanical 
systems, roof, chillers, and transformers.  It also renovates and modernizes 32 classrooms, upgrades building common areas such as 
bathrooms and hallways, and renovates interior offices and lab space for the Physics Department, the Psychology Department, and the 
Geology and Environmental Sciences Department.

The project was previously requested for funding as a FY 2015-16 capital renewal request.

The source of cash funds is a combination of gifts and university reserves.  The project will not be supported by any bond or debt 
financing.

$33,471,649 CFGold

2006-071

Research 1 North Tower Energy Conservation Measures Project

Date Authorized Until: February 13, 2016

The project implements energy conservation measures in the north tower of the Research 1 building on the Anschutz Medical Campus.  
The university says that although Research 1 was constructed in 2004, building technologies have advanced significantly since then, 
and these renovations will allow the building to function with lower energy usage.  Based on prior projects, the university estimates an 
annual savings of $457,300 in utility costs.  Proposed energy conservation measures include installing a lighting control occupancy 
sensor system, converting fume hoods from constant volume to variable volume, adding a heat recovery loop to the HVAC system, and 
adding evaporative cooling to the HVAC system.

The source of cash funds is bonds, which will be repaid using cash flow from the energy savings generated by the project.

$5,284,097 CFN/A

2015-038

Research 1/Research 2 Renovation of Aquatics and Cage Wash

Date Authorized Until: February 13, 2016

The project makes renovations to 8,206 GSF of the Research 1 and Research 2 buildings on the Anschutz Medical Campus to serve the 
needs of medical researchers.  Renovations include converting some animal cage areas to an aquatic facility, replacing cage washers, 
adding an air handler, and providing additional security to the vivarium areas.

The source of cash funds is gifts and institutional reserves.

$10,751,919 CFN/A

2011-061

Research 2 Vivarium & Imaging, Behavioral, and ABSL3 Core Facilities

Date Authorized Until: February 13, 2016

The project builds out shelled space and renovates existing vivarium space in the basement of the Research 2 building, a total of        
9,432 GSF.  The project includes: equipping the new vivarium space, creating a behavioral health suite, creating an additional animal 
biosafety level 3 (ABSL3) lab, and relocating an imaging suite.  According to the university, the project will enhance research capabilities 
and the utilization of shared research core facilities.

The source of cash funds is gifts and institutional reserves.

$10,798,826 CFN/A

2011-062
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SUGGESTED 

MOTION:

Approve the two new projects listed on the University of Colorado Denver two-year projection of 
cash need ($72,085,445 CF).

The Wildlife Experience Acquisition

Date Authorized Until: October 2, 2016

The project acquires The Wildlife Experience through donation.  Founded in 2002, the facility consists of a 159,425-GSF building on 
14.25 acres located in South Denver, which serves as a wildlife art and natural history museum for K-12 students and the public and 
includes spaces recently renovated by the university for higher education instruction.  Under the project, the property will be transferred 
to the university regents debt free, and the Denver campus will serve as the property manager.  Once transferred, the museum portion of 
the newly named "Liniger Building at the University of Colorado South Denver" will continue to serve the public, while the renovated 
portions will be made available for academic coursework to all of the university's campuses.  The Denver and Anschutz Medical 
Campuses are currently offering courses in the renovated space through a leasing arrangement.

The source of cash funds for the project is a donation, with the $40.0 million reflecting the value of the property.  The university has used 
less than $2.0 million of its own moneys to renovate portions of the building for academic use.

$40,000,000 CFN/A

2016-005

Wellness Center

Date Authorized Until: June 22, 2017

The project constructs a 84,274-GSF recreation and wellness facility on the Auraria Campus for students enrolled at the University of 
Colorado Denver.  The facility will house traditional recreation elements such as a pool, basketball courts, and fitness classrooms.  It will 
also house non-traditional wellness elements such as reflection rooms and seminar rooms for classes in stress reduction.

The source of cash funds is bonds to be repaid from a student fee.  The bonds will be issued for a period of 30 years.  The student fee 
will be assessed beginning in fall 2015.  The fee is $6 per credit hour per semester from fall 2015 until fall 2017.  Beginning in fall 2017, 
the fee increases to $12 per credit hour per semester.  Beginning in fall 2019, the fee is anticipated to increase by 6 percent.  The fee 
will continue to increase by 6 percent every two years thereafter.

$42,322,143 CCFGold

2016-092

$198,147,679Subtotal: Active Project List

   Grand Total, All Projects: $270,233,124
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2.46 acres

Property Transaction Proposal

Colorado Parks and Wildlife

November 17, 2015 --

Coller State Wildlife Area Rio Grande River Access Fee Title Acquisition

South ForkRio Grande County

 CDC Staff Notes

1. Did the current owner acquire the lot from the original subdivision developer in 2003?

No. It was acquired from a private party.

2. Is future development still planned for other lots in the subdivision? Have other lots in the proposed subdivision 
been developed?  If so, in what proximity are they to Lot 15?

The subdivision contains a total of 62 lots (25 of which have river frontage).  Thirty-one (50%) of the lots have been 
developed with single-family houses (see aerial map).  Lot 15 is the eastern-most lot in the subdivision. It sticks out 
all by itself and only abuts one other lot (Lot 14). Lot 14, to the west, is undeveloped.  The bulk of the subdivision is 
well west of Lot 15. Our estimate, based on aerial views, is that the closest developed lot (Lot 13) is approximately 
250 feet away (see aerial map).

3.  Do the neighboring lot holders support this acquisition?

CPW believes that they do. The Deer Park Owners Association, at its July 2015 annual meeting, approved a 
provision that Lot 15 could be subdivided (which CPW has no intention of doing at this time). The subdivision 
possibility was independently raised by the owners of Lot 15 (the Bradleys) because they thought it might assist 
CPW in the future, and the Association understood this. Since it would not have been appropriate at the time, CPW 
had no part whatsoever in this action, but we believe that if the Association had been opposed to CPW’s ownership, 
it would have voted against the subdivision option. In addition, we know from conversations we have had with the 
Denver & Rio Grande Historical Railroad (which abuts Lot 15 to the south), that the railroad is in favor of CPW 
ownership and of working with CPW on improving launch ramp access for the public.

4. Why does the landowner desire to close on the acquisition in 2015?

The launch ramp, and public access to the ramp, have been a source of conflict between the Bradleys, CPW and 
the public for the past few years. Public access has been more difficult during this period and this past summer the 
Bradleys attempted to prevent all access and consequently ran into significant public use and trespass issues. It is 
a very difficult situation for both parties. CPW is as anxious as are the Bradleys to close the purchase so that we 
can move forward to restoring unimpeded access to the river. The launch ramp is important to our fishing and 
recreational public and it is very important economically to the South Fork region.

Section 33-1-105 (3)(a), C.R.S. states:

The required report is attached.  CDC staff questions about the report are listed below.

In the event that the [Parks and Wildlife] Commission plans to acquire the fee title to any real property or to acquire an easement 
for a period to exceed 25 years or at a cost to exceed $100,000 or to enter into any lease agreement for the use of real property 
for a period to exceed 25 years or at a cost to exceed $100,000, or to sell or otherwise dispose of the fee title to any real property 
which has a market value in excess of $100,000, the Commission shall first submit a report to the Capital Development 
Committee [CDC] which outlines the anticipated use of the real property, the maintenance costs related to the property, the 
current value of the property, any conditions or limitations which may restrict the use of the property, and, in the event real 
property is acquired, the potential liability to the state which will result from such acquisition. The CDC shall review the reports 
submitted by the Commission and make recommendations to the Commission concerning the proposed land transaction within 
30 days from the day on which the report is received. The Commission shall not complete such transactions without considering 
the recommendations of the CDC, if such recommendations are timely made.

 Action Required

Recommend support for the fee title acquisition of the Coller State Wildlife Area Rio Grande River Access Parcel 
($125,000 CF for 2.46 acres).

Monday, November 09, 2015



2.46 acres

Property Transaction Proposal

Colorado Parks and Wildlife

November 17, 2015 --

Coller State Wildlife Area Rio Grande River Access Fee Title Acquisition

South ForkRio Grande County

5. What is the current annual usage of the launch ramp (e.g., boats or number of recreational users)?

CPW monitors and enforces regulations at Coller SWA (of which this ramp is a part), but is not constantly present 
at the ramp, so we do not have precise numbers. The District Wildlife Manager says that on a busy day there will be 
as many as 15 vehicles putting rafts/boats into or taking them out of the Rio Grande at that site, sometimes more. 
We do track commercial use and had, for example, more than 200 commercial users in July 2014.

Monday, November 09, 2015
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Capital Development Committee 

November 2015—Property Transaction Proposal 

Department of Natural Resources 

Division of Parks and Wildlife 

Action Required Pursuant to C.R.S. 33-1-105(3)(a) and C.R.S. 33-10-107(2) recommend to 

the Colorado Parks and Wildlife Commission support for the Division of 

Parks and Wildlife’s proposal to acquire fee title to four acres of 

undeveloped land in South Fork. 

  

General Information 

Name Coller State Wildlife Area – Rio Grande River Access 

Number of acres 2.46  acres 

Location South Fork 

County Rio Grande 

  

Costs / Source of Funding 

Purchase Price $125,000 Funding Source Cash Funds, from Habitat 

Stamp Revenues which are 

earmarked for the benefit 

of wildlife habitat or access 

to wildlife habitat, pursuant 

to C.R.S. 33-4-102.7 and 

GOCO Wildlife Purpose 

 Spending authority has already been approved for this project in the Long Bill. 

 Fiscal Year 2014-15 

 Line Item Land and Water Acquisitions 

 Appropriation $6,500,000 

 Remaining 

Unexpended Balance 

$2,694,945 

GOCO GOCO Funds are not appropriated in the Long Bill 

 Fiscal Year 2014-15 - GOCO Wildlife Purpose 

 Line Item GOCO14150 

 Appropriation $3,800,000 

 Remaining 

Unexpended Balance 

$3,800,000 

Annual Monitoring 

and Operation 

Costs 

No additional costs 

above current 

operations (property 

currently is part of 

Coller SWA) but the 

estimated annual 

Impact Assistance 

Grant will be $13.31. 

This cost includes an annual estimated Impact 

Assistance Grant payment for this property. 

Funding for the monitoring and operation costs 

of the property will come from Wildlife 

Operations Line Item under the Division 

Operations Group in the Long Bill. 

Development 

Costs 

Up to $350 for 

additional or 

Funding for the development costs will come 

from Wildlife Operations Line Item under the 



replacement signs Division Operations Group in the Long Bill.        

* The Division may alter the source of funds for individual acquisitions based on circumstances 

that arise in the time period prior to closing.   

 

Summary of Proposal:  

Since 1988 this property has been a portion of the Coller SWA pursuant to an easement for 

fishing on the Rio Grande granted to the Division of Wildlife by a subdivision developer.  The 

easement includes the right for a 20 foot wide path over the subject property (Deer Park 

Subdivision Lot 15) along with the right of the public, on foot, to hand-carry rafts to the river.  

The easement makes no mention of a launch ramp.  In fact, for many years, the public has been 

driving to the launch ramp on Lot 15, launching boats and rafts, and parking on or near the 

property.  The landowners (Bradley) announced this year that they would no longer allow any 

vehicular access to the ramp and have greatly restricted access of any kind over their property.  

They offered the property to CPW for fee title acquisition through the RFP process. 

 

The proposal is for a fee title acquisition by CPW of the property containing the Rio Grande 

launch ramp that has been used by the public since at least 1988.  Ownership of the property will 

allow CPW to keep open a launch ramp that is very important to CPW's fishing and boating 

public and is equally important to the South Fork area community economically.  If CPW does 

not acquire the property, the property owners almost certainly will attempt to close down or 

greatly restrict any access to the launch ramp and the river. 

 

In order to accommodate the landowner's desire to close this project in 2015, this proposal is 

being presented to the CDC prior to its final presentation to the Colorado Parks and Wildlife 

Commission.  The project will be presented to the Parks and Wildlife Commission on November 

20, 2015. 

 

Additional information:  

Current and Future Uses.  The property currently is an undeveloped lot at the eastern end of a 

residential subdivision.  There are no improvements.  If the fee is acquired, CPW would continue 

to use the property to provide public access to the Rio Grande for fishing, rafting and boating. 

 

Date land owner purchased the property:  2003. 

 

According to a review of the first map referenced below, the Property lies outside the scope of 

regions of known or potential geothermal resources. Also, according to a review of the second 

map referenced below, the Property lies outside the Central Solar Power and the Wind Resource 

Generation Development areas. 

 

Geothermal: November, 2003 US Department of Energy, Office of Energy Efficiency and 

Renewable Energy, Geothermal Technologies Program. 

Wind and Solar: A map entitled “SB07-91 Renewable Resource Generation Development 

Areas” from “Renewable Energy Development Structure,” a report of the Colorado Governor’s 

Energy Office dated December 2009. 

 

Mineral Interest Ownership:  

According to the title insurance, there is no indication that any mineral rights have been severed 

from the surface ownership.  However, given the fact that the property is a long, very narrow lot 



(containing less than five acres) on the Rio Grande, it would be highly unlikely that any surface 

mining would be feasible or permitted. 

 

Attachments: 

 Map 

 Concurrence letters 

 Three (3) comparables from appraisal 

 























Coller SWA – Rio Grande River Access – 14-058-SW 

 

Real Estate Comparables from Appraisal with Effective Date 

of August 31, 2015 

 

 

 

Sale No. 1 

Sale Date:  August 15, 2014 

Acreage:  4.59 

Location:  South Fork – CR 18 and Rio Grande River 

Price:  $118,500 

 

Sale No. 2 

Sale Date:  September 12, 2014 

Acreage:  1.09 

Location:  South Fork – 143 Red Bluff Drive 

Price:  $90,000 

 

Sale No. 3 

Sale Date:  July 16, 2015 

Acreage:  1.00 

Location:  South Fork – 155 Hidden Spring Circle 

Price:  $88,000 

 

 

 



3,672 acres

Property Transaction Proposal

Colorado Parks and Wildlife

November 17, 2015 --

Yarmony Ranch Perpetual Conservation and Public Access Easements

10 miles south of WaldenJackson

 CDC Staff Notes

1. Are there any other hunting, fishing, and/or public access opportunities along the Illinois River located on 
adjacent properties (e.g., ANWR and BLM land)?

There are limited fishing opportunities on the Illinois River immediately downstream from the Yarmony Ranch on 
the ANWR. The following is taken from the Arapaho Refuge website:

"Fishing is permitted at the Refuge along the Illinois River south of Jackson County Road 32. Fishing is not 
permitted north of Jackson County Road 32. No fishing is allowed on Refuge ponds. All fishing is closed from June 
1st through July 31st to protect nesting birds, during pronghorn rifle seasons and elk seasons 1-4 in Refuge Unit C 
and when the river is frozen. Use and possession of lead weights and live bait is unlawful on the Refuge."

There are no fishing opportunities on the BLM lands adjacent to Yarmony Ranch.  Pronghorn hunting is allowed on 
the ANWR. Moose hunting is not allowed. Elk hunting on the refuge is limited to the 1st - 4th rifle seasons and 
limited to ten hunters per season. Preference is given to youth and disabled and a special drawing is held to see 
who will get the ten access permits for each season.  All species may be hunted on the BLM during the appropriate 
seasons.

Section 33-1-105 (3)(a), C.R.S. states:

The required report is attached.  CDC staff questions about the report are listed below.

In the event that the [Parks and Wildlife] Commission plans to acquire the fee title to any real property or to acquire an easement 
for a period to exceed 25 years or at a cost to exceed $100,000 or to enter into any lease agreement for the use of real property 
for a period to exceed 25 years or at a cost to exceed $100,000, or to sell or otherwise dispose of the fee title to any real property 
which has a market value in excess of $100,000, the Commission shall first submit a report to the Capital Development 
Committee [CDC] which outlines the anticipated use of the real property, the maintenance costs related to the property, the 
current value of the property, any conditions or limitations which may restrict the use of the property, and, in the event real 
property is acquired, the potential liability to the state which will result from such acquisition. The CDC shall review the reports 
submitted by the Commission and make recommendations to the Commission concerning the proposed land transaction within 
30 days from the day on which the report is received. The Commission shall not complete such transactions without considering 
the recommendations of the CDC, if such recommendations are timely made.

 Action Required

Recommend support for the acquisition of a perpetual conservation easement and a perpetual public access 
easement on the Yarmony Ranch property ($4,000,000 CF for 3,672 acres).

Sunday, November 08, 2015



Page 1 
11/3/2015 

Capital Development Committee 

November, 2015—Property Transaction Proposal 

Department of Natural Resources 

Division of Parks and Wildlife 

Action Required Pursuant to C.R.S. 33-1-105(3)(a) and C.R.S. 33-10-107(2) recommend to 

the Colorado Parks and Wildlife Commission support for the Division of 

Parks and Wildlife’s proposal to acquire a perpetual conservation 

easement and perpetual public access easement for hunting and fishing. 

  

General Information 

Name Yarmony Ranch 

Number of acres 3,672 

Location Approximately 10 miles south of Walden in North Park 

County Jackson 

  

Costs / Source of Funding 

Purchase Price $4,000,000 Funding Source Cash Funds, from Habitat 

Stamp Revenues which are 

earmarked for the benefit 

of wildlife habitat or access 

to wildlife habitat, pursuant 

to C.R.S. 33-4-102.7 and 

GOCO Wildlife Purpose 

 Spending authority has already been approved for this project in the Long Bill. 

 Fiscal Year 2014-15 

 Line Item Land and Water Acquisitions 

 Appropriation $6,500,000 

 Remaining 

Unexpended Balance 

$2,694,945 

GOCO GOCO Funds are not appropriated in the Long Bill 

 Fiscal Year 2014-15 - GOCO Wildlife Purpose 

 Line Item GOCO14150 

 Appropriation $3,800,000 

 Remaining 

Unexpended Balance 

$3,800,000 

Annual Monitoring 

and Operation 

Costs 

$500.00 Funding for the monitoring and operation costs 

of the property will come from Wildlife 

Operations Line Item under the Division 

Operations Group in the Long Bill.        

Development 

Costs 

$7300 - Two hunter 

/fisherman parking 

lots, signage, and trail 

to Illinois River 

Funding for the development costs will come 

from Wildlife Operations Line Item under the 

Division Operations Group in the Long Bill.        

* The Division may alter the source of funds for individual acquisitions based on circumstances 

that arise in the time period prior to closing.   



 

Summary of Proposal:  

Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) will accept a perpetual conservation easement on the entire 

Yarmony Ranch, 3,672 acres together with a public hunting and fishing access easement. The 

ranch is located in an important elk migration corridor and in the heart of a big game winter 

range.  Moose, pronghorn and mule deer can also be found on the property.  Portions of the 

property provide brood rearing habitat and limited nesting habitat for Greater Sage Grouse.  

Eleven active sage grouse leks lie within 3.5 miles of the ranch.  Approximately 3 miles of the 

Illinois River bisects the northeast portion of Yarmony Ranch.  This riparian corridor is bounded 

on each end by the Arapaho National Wildlife Refuge and is home to many species of waterfowl, 

marsh and shore birds, song birds and neotropical migrants. 
 

Current Use of Property: Livestock grazing, irrigated hayfields, and big game hunting. 

 

Proposed Future Use of Property: Same with the addition of public hunting and fishing. 
 

Date Landowner Purchased the Property: 2008 

 

Renewable Energy 

According to a review of the maps referenced below, the Property lies outside the scope of 

Regions of Known Central Solar Power, the Wind Resource Generation Development areas, and 

Regions of Known or Potential Geothermal Resources. 

 

Geothermal: November, 2003 US Department of Energy, Office of Energy Efficiency and 

Renewable Energy, Geothermal Technologies Program. 

 

Wind and Solar: A map entitled “SB07-91 Renewable Resource Generation Development 

Areas” from “Renewable Energy Development Structure,” a report of the Colorado Governor’s 

Energy Office dated December 2009. 

 

Mineral Interest Ownership:  

The Title Commitment and the landowner indicate that the landowner owns all of the mineral 

rights except for one section of land (640 acres) that is owned by the State Land Board. The 

Minerals Remoteness Report determined, “the probability of surface mining at the Site is so 

remote as to be negligible.  However the possibility exists for oil and/or gas exploration and 

extraction via methods other than surface mining at the Site.” The conservation easement will 

prohibit extraction of any minerals held by the landowner by surface extraction methods, but will 

allow for oil and gas extraction in four specific locations along Highway 125. The conservation 

easement and a surface use agreement contain specific terms to protect the conservation values 

during any oil and gas development.   

 

Attachments: 

 Maps 

 Concurrence letters 

 Three comparables from appraisal 
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Yarmony Ranch, 13-067-NW 

Real Estate Comparables from Appraisal dated July 20, 2015  

 

Sale No. 1 
Date: 2/14 
Size: 2300 acres 
Location: Jackson & Grand Counties SW of Walden 
Sale Price: $5,000,000 
Price Per Acre: $2130 
 
Sale No. 2 
Date: 5/13 
Size: 1731 acres 
Location: Jackson County SE of Walden 
Sale Price: $4,875,000 
Price Per Acre: $2816 
 
Sale No.3 
Date: 3/13 
Size: 1417 acres 
Location: Jackson County north of Walden 
Sale Price: $3,800,000 
Price Per Acre: $2,064 
 

 

 

 



39.21 acres

Property Transaction Proposal

Colorado Parks and Wildlife

November 17, 2015 --

Rio Blanco Lake State Wildlife Area White River City Investments, LLC Fee Title Acquisition

15 miles west of MeekerRio Blanco County

 CDC Staff Notes

1. Why does White River City Investments, LLC, no longer wish to develop the property for gravelling operations?

CPW does not know why the landowner does not want to develop a gravelling operation on the property; the 
landowner has not shared this information with us.

2. Why does the landowner require that the transaction close in 2015?

We believe this transaction is driven by tax considerations on the part of the landowner. He has stated that he will 
not offer this property to CPW in 2016.

Section 33-1-105 (3)(a), C.R.S. states:

The required report is attached.  CDC staff questions about the report are listed below.

In the event that the [Parks and Wildlife] Commission plans to acquire the fee title to any real property or to acquire an easement 
for a period to exceed 25 years or at a cost to exceed $100,000 or to enter into any lease agreement for the use of real property 
for a period to exceed 25 years or at a cost to exceed $100,000, or to sell or otherwise dispose of the fee title to any real property 
which has a market value in excess of $100,000, the Commission shall first submit a report to the Capital Development 
Committee [CDC] which outlines the anticipated use of the real property, the maintenance costs related to the property, the 
current value of the property, any conditions or limitations which may restrict the use of the property, and, in the event real 
property is acquired, the potential liability to the state which will result from such acquisition. The CDC shall review the reports 
submitted by the Commission and make recommendations to the Commission concerning the proposed land transaction within 
30 days from the day on which the report is received. The Commission shall not complete such transactions without considering 
the recommendations of the CDC, if such recommendations are timely made.

 Action Required

Recommend support for the fee title acquisition of the Rio Blanco Lake State Wildlife Area White River Investments 
LLC Fee Title Acquisition ($0 for 39.21 acres).

Sunday, November 08, 2015
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Capital Development Committee 

November 2015—Property Transaction Proposal 

Department of Natural Resources 

Division of Parks and Wildlife 

Action Required Pursuant to C.R.S. 33-1-105(3)(a) and C.R.S. 33-10-107(2) recommend to 

the Colorado Parks and Wildlife Commission support for the Division of 

Parks and Wildlife’s proposal to acquire, for no monetary consideration, 

fee title to 39.21 acres of undeveloped land west of Meeker, abutting Rio 

Blanco Lake SWA. 

  

General Information 

Name Rio Blanco Lake State Wildlife Area – White River City Fee Title 

Acquisition 

Number of acres 39.21 

Location Abutting Rio Blanco Lake SWA 15 miles west of Meeker near the 

intersection of CO HW64 and CR 5. 

County Rio Blanco 

  

Costs / Source of Funding 

Purchase Price $0.00 Funding Source N.A. 

 Spending authority has already been approved for this project in the Long Bill. 

 Fiscal Year N/A 

 Line Item N/A 

 Appropriation N/A 

 Remaining 

Unexpended Balance 

N/A 

Annual Monitoring 

and Operation 

Costs 

No additional 

operating costs, but 

estimated annual 

Impact Assistance 

Grant payment will be 

$8.97. 

This cost includes an annual estimated Impact 

Assistance Grant payment for this property. 

 

Development 

Costs 

Up to $500 for signs. Funding for the development costs will come 

from Wildlife Operations Line Item under the 

Division Operations Group in the Long Bill.        

 

Summary of Proposal:  White River City Investments, LLC has approached CPW regarding the 

conveyance, for no monetary consideration, of fee title to 39.21 acres of undeveloped land.  This 

property is adjacent to the existing Rio Blanco Lake SWA and acquisition of it would extend 

public access on both sides of the White River.  This property, which is riparian river corridor, 

would provide additional fishing and small game and waterfowl hunting and protected habitat for 

a number of species. 

 

In order to accommodate the landowner's condition that this transaction close in 2015, this 

proposal is being presented to the CDC prior to its final presentation to the Colorado Parks and 

Wildlife Commission.  The project will be presented to the Parks and Wildlife Commission 



on November 20, 2015.  Otherwise, it would be impossible to close this calendar year and the 

landowner’s offer will be withdrawn. 

 

 

Additional information:  

 Current use and proposed future use.  The property is an undeveloped portion of a 

gravelling operation on the south side of the White River.  Its future use will be as an 

extension of the riparian habitat protection at Rio Blanco Lake SWA and public access 

for fishing and small game and waterfowl hunting. 

 Date landowner purchased the Property:  2013. 

 

Renewable Resources:   

According to a review of the first map referenced below, the Property lies outside the scope of 

regions of known or potential geothermal resources. According to a review of the second map 

referenced below, the Property lies outside the Central Solar Power and the Wind Resource 

Generation Development areas. 

 

Geothermal: November, 2003 US Department of Energy, Office of Energy Efficiency and 

Renewable Energy, Geothermal Technologies Program. 

Wind and Solar: A map entitled “SB07-91 Renewable Resource Generation Development 

Areas” from “Renewable Energy Development Structure,” a report of the Colorado Governor’s 

Energy Office dated December 2009. 

 

 

Mineral Interest Ownership:  

Surface ownership, including the right to extract sand and gravel, will be transferred to CPW.  

Oil, gas and other mineral rights were severed from the surface ownership in the 1920s.  Because 

the property borders both sides of the White River, it is unlikely removal of any subsurface 

minerals (i.e. oil or gas) from the surface of the property would be approved by the State or 

County. 

 

Attachments: 

 Map 

 Concurrence letters 

 No comparables (no appraisal required) 
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Denver 

80203 
 

 

State Representative Member: 

BOB RANKIN  Joint Budget Committee 
Colorado State Capitol    Appropriations Committee

  

200 East Colfax Avenue, Room 271   

Denver, Colorado 80203  

Office: 303-866-2949  

Email: bob.rankin.house@state.co.us 
  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

October 17, 2015 

 

Bill de Vergie 

Colorado Parks and Wildlife 

Meeker Service Center 

PO Box 1181 

Meeker, Co, 81641 

 

 Re: The Land Donation from White River City, LLC/Western Gravel to the Cpw  

 

Dear Bill, 

 

I concur with this land donation between the Colorado Parks and Wildlife and Western Gravel. 

 

 

Bob Rankin 

Representative, Colorado House District 57 

P. O. Box 1858 

Carbondale, CO 81623 
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