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What natural resource problem(s) did the project address?


North Park Conservation district encompasses over 489,900 of Jackson County and 46% of this land is forested.  Unfortunately, native pine beetle has devastated tens of thousands of acres of this forest resulting in increased threat of severe wildfires that can damage property and cause erosion that slows reforestation and compromises water supplies. Forest health is poor because of the abnormal number of dead trees.


Many of the small sub-divisions developed in North Park have Community Wildfire Protection Plans (CWPP’s) to help them develop strategies for the problems caused by the pine beetle epidemic. North Park Conservation District used Matching Grant funds for these communities to re-establish plants to create a healthy forest beyond property fire defensible spaces to provide wildlife habitat, prevent soil erosion and protect water quality.





Colorado State Conservation Board 2009 Matching Grants Project:


North Park Conservation District: Reforestation Project 





What was achieved?


Trees, shrubs and grasses planted on 252.5 acres of forested land affected by pine beetle infestation to restore forest health beyond defensible space areas.


10 landowners participated in reforestation efforts


Project funded by 89% cash and in-kind match for state funds provided


The district will monitor plantings for survival rate and offer additional seedlings to replace dead trees or for new plantings





Once a forest, years of fire-suppression and drought weakened tree vigor and caused huge losses of trees to pine beetle infestation on this land. Large stands of dead trees increase wildfire risk. After removal of the dead trees replanting with new seedling, shrubs and ground cover grasses will promote quicker restoration of the forest for wildlife habitat, soil erosion prevention and water resource protection.





Living tree shelterbelts – seen her with weed suppressant barrier to help establish the trees – can play multiple roles. Strategically placed, they can offer livestock and wildlife protection from inclement weather , reduce soil erosion and also help reduce the cost and inconvenience of snow blocking county roads.








