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• Colorado’s population is aging rapidly.

• The demographics of the aging population are 
changing. 

• Population and demographic shifts will impact 
Colorado’s economy. 

Three Takeaways
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Population Trends



SOURCE: Colorado State Demography Office, population estimates, 2013-2040

Colorado’s Senior Tsunami

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Colorado saw 2nd second fastest growth in 65+ in nation between 2010-2012.







Disability Rates by Age in Colorado

SOURCE: CHI analysis of the American Community Survey, 2013

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Disability is defined as responding yes to any of the following: Deaf or has serious difficulty hearing; Blind or has a serious difficulty seeing even when wearing glasses; Difficulty concentrating, remembering or making decisions because of a physical, mental or emotional condition; Difficulty walking or climbing stairs; Difficulty dressing or bathing; Difficulty doing errands alone such as visiting a doctor's office or shopping because of a physical, mental or emotional condition.



Disability Rates by Age and Hispanic Origin in Colorado

SOURCE: CHI analysis of the American Community Survey, 2013

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Latinos have a 2x to 3x faster projected growth rate in the aging of the population than the rest of the population. 3.5% per year from 2015 to 2020 compared with 1.7% (all older adults) and 0.9% (White, non-Hispanic older adults).

Disability is defined as responding yes to any of the following: Deaf or has serious difficulty hearing; Blind or has a serious difficulty seeing even when wearing glasses; Difficulty concentrating, remembering or making decisions because of a physical, mental or emotional condition; Difficulty walking or climbing stairs; Difficulty dressing or bathing; Difficulty doing errands alone such as visiting a doctor's office or shopping because of a physical, mental or emotional condition.




Veterans
• Colorado was home to about 413,000 

veterans in 2014.

 20 percent of Colorado’s veterans reported a 
service-connected disability



Caregivers
• Four of ten adults in the U.S. are caregivers, 

up from 27 percent in 2010

 Average age is 48
 69 percent suffer work-related difficulties
 17-35 percent report poor or fair physical health,    

the two lowest options
 40-70 percent have clinical depression

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Of those caring for someone aged 65+, the average age is 63 years with one third of these caregivers in fair to poor health.

Interestingly, a Pew Research Center study found that family caregivers are more technologically savvy than the general population. 90% of family caregivers have a cell phone, compared to 82% of non-caregivers. The most important technological benefits reported by caregivers are saving time (77%), caregiving made easier logistically (76%), making the care recipient feel safer (75%), increasing their feelings of being effective (74%), and reducing stress (74%).



Presenter
Presentation Notes
These slides are from the State Demographer’s Office. 
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Economic Trends



• Decreased proportion of working-age 
population compared to older Coloradans 

 In 2014, 65+ represented 17 percent of the adult 
population

 By 2040, 65+ will be 25 percent of the adult 
population

Aging and Tax Base



Income by Age and Disability 

SOURCE: CHI analysis of the American Community Survey, Colorado, 2013

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Disability is defined as responding yes to any of the following: Deaf or has serious difficulty hearing; Blind or has a serious difficulty seeing even when wearing glasses; Difficulty concentrating, remembering or making decisions because of a physical, mental or emotional condition; Difficulty walking or climbing stairs; Difficulty dressing or bathing; Difficulty doing errands alone such as visiting a doctor's office or shopping because of a physical, mental or emotional condition.



Costs of LTSS and Who Pays

Me

Medicaid Spending for LTSS in Colorado

SOURCE: Colorado Department of Health Care Policy and Financing Budget Request



Me

Projections: High Growth for Home Care Aides

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Across all industries, the national average for job growth between 2010 and 2020, is 14 percent. The direct care workforce tops the charts with the highest projected increase of any industry at 70 percent. 
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Trends You See



• Colorado’s population is aging rapidly.

• The demographics of the aging population are 
changing. 

• Population and demographic shifts will impact 
Colorado’s economy. 

Three Takeaways
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