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Creating a paper trail for your heirs

If you were to die unexpectedly tomorrow, could your loved ones easily find the necessary information to take
care of things, identify all your assets, distribute them, and close your estate? A few hours of your time today
could save your heirs hours of time in the future, not to mention thousands of dollars of court costs and lawyer’s
fees and many nights of lost sleep.

That’s the topic of a free public seminar to be presented by Common Cents Counts at the Estes Park Senior
Center, 220 Fourth Street, on Monday, July 13 at 1:00 pm. No registration is needed.

Come hear Marsha Yelick, Financial Programs Consultant for the Common Cents Counts Library grant, discuss
the items that you should consider including in your Master List Notebook. No matter how complicated or
simple your estate, the basic notebook of simple instructions is the gift your heirs will appreciate the most. The
good news is - it doesn’t take that long to create!

The discussion will center on creating the paper trail. Sounds a little outdated in our modern digital age, but
experts are still recommending you begin with something that is easy to preserve, identify, open, and transport,
aka, a simple notebook. We will discuss how that notebook may interface with computer documents. We’'ll also
consider techniques you can use to take the notebook information and provide it electronically to those who
might need it.

The seminar will concentrate on approximately ten to twenty items for you to consider including in your Master
List Notebook. Each item will be discussed and there will be hints on how to easily find the information and
present it in a simple format. The seminar will provide each participant with checklists and prototypes to
consider adapting for personal situations.

In addition to the Master List, the seminar will cover a few other “updating tasks” you might consider as you get
your house in order. These are tasks that take a bit longer, but they’re probably also worth the effort. The
bottom line is - what you can do today to simplify your estate will be of great value to those you love. Planto
spend just one hour thinking about how you can pass on this gift to your heirs.

For more information, please contact the Estes Park Senior Center at (970) 586-2996 or visit the Center at 220
Fourth Street, Monday through Friday between 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Please visit the Senior Center website
at www.estes.org/seniorcenter. To receive Senior Services news in your e-mail inbox, please e-mail
Imitchell@estes.org.
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