
 
 

September 24, 2014 

The Colorado Department of Health Care Policy and Financing (Department) continues to accept attestations for the 
Colorado Medicaid EHR Incentive Program. In Program Year 2012, more than $63 million in incentive payments were 
made to eligible health care professionals and hospitals for the adoption, implementation or upgrade (AIU) and 
Meaningful Use (MU) of certified EHR technology and payments for Program Year 2013 already total more than $46 
million. 

New! – Final Rule for Changes to the EHR Incentive Program 

On August 29, 2014, the Department of Health and Human Services issues the final rule for changes to the EHR Incentive 
Program effective October 1, 2014. This final rule gives options to Eligible Professionals (EPs) and Eligible Hospitals (EHs) 
for attesting to MU in 2014 where delays and issues with the 2014 Edition Certified Electronic Health Record Technology 
(CEHRT) exist. 

A summary of the final rule issued by CMS can be found on CORHIO’s Meaningful Use web page.  

IMPORTANT NOTE: The Colorado Registration & Attestation (CO R&A) system is not yet ready to accept 2013 Stage 1 
attestations. An announcement will be made when the CO R&A is ready. If you are an EP attesting to 2014 Stage 1, the 
CO R&A can accept those attestations now and you can view the new webinar for attesting to 2014 Stage 1 MU to see 
the changes to the CO R&A this year. 

New! – Webinar Outlining the Options Available in the Final Rule 

In order to further explain the changes outlined in the final rule, CORHIO has recorded a short webinar that can be found 
on our Recorded Events page. This webinar explains the reasons that EPs and EHs can choose to attest to 2013 Stage 1 
and the reasons that they cannot. 

The webinar explains how certain objectives could be affected by the final rule and how to attest to Clinical Quality 
Measures in 2014. Visit CORHIO’s Recorded Events page to view this webinar. 

Attesting to Adopt, Implement or Upgrade in 2014 

It is important to note that all Adopt, Implement or Upgrade (AIU) attestations in program year 2014 must be on a 2014 
Edition CEHRT.  The above mentioned final rule explains that they do not want EPs and EHs adopted dated, 2011 Edition 
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CEHRTs. If you are not sure if your EHR is a 2014 Edition CEHRT, please check the ONC Certified Health IT Product List or 
check with your EHR vendor. 

Upgrade to the CO R&A and Deadline for Eligible Hospitals  

In order to accept EH attestations for either Year 2 or Year 3, the CO R&A must be upgraded.  The upgrade is scheduled 
to go live in mid-October, a couple of weeks after the traditional start of the grace period.  Because of this scheduled 
upgrade, Colorado is extending the deadline for all EHs to fully submit their 2014 attestations to December 15, 2014. 

As soon as the CO R&A has been upgraded and EHs can attest for Year 2 or Year 3, an announcement will be sent to the 
contact listed. 

Choosing Eligibility Dates 

As you prepare to attest in 2014, keep in mind that the final rule does not affect how eligibility is determined. The 
eligibility rules that were in place in 2013 are the same in 2014 and you can see the criteria on CORHIO’s Medicaid EHR 
Incentive Program pages for EPs and EHs. 

The CO R&A will not accept any overlapping eligibility start or end dates from one program year to another.  Since 
eligibility dates can be from either the prior calendar year or the 12 months preceding the date of attestation, it’s likely 
that you could have an eligibility period that would work in two program years.  

Please remember that you can access your previous attestations to see which date range you used. Make sure that you 
are aware of the eligibility period you used for your 2013 attestation before you calculate your eligibility for 2014. 

If you have any questions, contact Tracy McDonald at MedicaidEHR@corhio.org. 
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Updated Anticipated Timeline – Colorado Medicaid EHR Incentive Program 

Event Status/Expected Date 
CO R&A System begins accepting Medicaid & Medicare 
Meaningful Use attestations 

Now Open! 

CO R&A System opens for EHs to attest to Meaningful 
Use for FFY 2013 

Program Year is now 
closed 

CO R&A System opens for EPs to attest to Meaningful 
Use for calendar year 2013 

Program Year is now 
closed 

First incentive payments issued to EPs who successfully 
attested to Medicaid Stage 1 Meaningful Use 

Paid! 

First incentive payments issues to EHs who successfully 
attested to Medicaid Stage 1 Meaningful Use 

Paid! 

CO R&A System opens for EHs to attest to Stage 1 and 
Stage 2 Meaningful Use for FFY 2014 

Fall 2014 

CO R&A System opens for EPs to attest to 2014 Stage 1 
for program year 2014  

Now Open! 

 

Medicaid Program Point of Contact and Partnerships 

The Department has partnered with CORHIO to provide program coordination and assist with provider communications 
and outreach regarding the Medicaid EHR Incentive Program. The Medicaid EHR Incentive Program Coordinator will be 
the central point of contact for EPs, EHs, partners and other interested parties on requirements, processes and 
questions regarding the Medicaid EHR Incentive Program. The Medicaid EHR Incentive Program Coordinator, Tracy 
McDonald, can be reached at MedicaidEHR@corhio.org or 720.285.3232. 

Xerox (formerly Affiliated Computer Services) has been contracted by the Department to manage the Provider Outreach 
Page and to provide the Colorado R&A System, including the web portal through which eligible providers can register 
and attest to receive the EHR incentive payments.  
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