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OCCUPATIONAL PROFILE: MEDICAL ASSISTANT

Medical Assistants perform many tasks in a wide variety of medical settings including hospitals, physicians' offices, health maintenance organizations, and ambulatory clinics.  They handle both administrative and clinical duties and report directly to a physician, health practitioner or office manager. Duties vary depending on location, size and office specialty:

· Administratively, they obtain patient information, perform medical transcription and handle billing. 

· Clinical duties may include preparing a patient for examination, taking vital signs (pulse, temperature and blood pressure), helping with examinations and performing routine laboratory procedures.

OCCUPATIONAL OUTLOOK:  Medical assisting is one of the nation's fastest growing careers according to the United States Bureau of Labor Statistics. Job prospects are best for medical assistants with formal training, experience, and with certification.
SALARY: Median Salary in Colorado - $16.52 hourly = $34,370/annually

ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS:  Requires high school completion and formal training.

Curriculum includes:

anatomy and physiology


medical terminology

medical law and ethics


examination room

laboratory procedures 


electronic medical record management

computer skills



communications & team building 

BACKGROUND: Candidates interested in becoming medical assistants will be required to take a background check and cannot have prior records of drug or substance abuse.
TRAINING/CERTIFICATIONS: Graduates of accredited programs are eligible to take the certification examination given by the Certifying Board of the American Association of Medical Assistants. Certification is not mandatory in Colorado, but most employers require it. They prefer to hire experienced certified workers, indicating that the medical assistant meets certain standards of competence.

SCHOOLS:  
Emily Griffith Technical College – 39.5 credits - $4,400

Pickens Technical College – 29 credits - $3365

Community College of Denver – 61 credits - $12,000
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