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Meeting Minutes 
January 20, 2015 
 
The State Personnel Board met in public session on Tuesday, January 20, 2015, at the 
Colorado State Personnel Board, 1525 Sherman Street, First Floor Conference Room 
103, Denver, Colorado 80203.   
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m.  Board Members Vonda Hall, Michelle 
Palmquist, Neil Peck, Teresa Salerno, and Sally Yerger were present in person.   
      
Dana Shea-Reid, Board Director; Assistant Attorney General Andrea Faley, Board 
Counsel; and Jane Sprague, Legal Assistant, were present in person. 
 
I. REPORT OF DEPARTMENT OF PERSONNEL AND ADMINISTRATION [DPA]) 

AND REPORT OF THE DIVISION OF HUMAN RESOURCES [DHR], DPA 
 
 There was no report this month. 
 
II. PENDING MATTERS AT THE COURT OF APPEALS  

 
 A.   Joanne Brown v, Department of Human Services, Colorado Mental Health 

Institute at Pueblo

 

, State Personnel Board case number 2012B128 (May 
28, 2014). 

Mr. Peck moved to provide notice that the Board has declined to act upon 
or to address Respondent’s Motion for Stay of Final Agency Order 
Pending Appeal as the Board no longer has jurisdiction over this matter.  
Ms. Hall seconded the matter.  The motion passed on the affirmative vote 
of the following Board members:  Ms. Hall, Ms. Palmquist, Mr. Peck, Ms. 
Salerno, and Ms. Yerger. 

  
III. REVIEW OF INITIAL DECISIONS OR OTHER FINAL ORDERS OF THE 

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGES ON APPEAL TO THE STATE PERSONNEL 
BOARD 
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There were no Initial Decisions or other Final Orders of the Administrative Law 
Judges on Appeal to the Board this month. 

  
IV. REVIEW OF PRELIMINARY RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE 

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGES TO GRANT OR DENY PETITIONS FOR 
HEARING 

 
A. Tameka Austin v. Department of Human Services, Division of Youth 

Corrections, Lookout Mountain Youth Services Center

Ms. Salerno moved to adopt the Preliminary Recommendation of the 
Administrative Law Judge and deny the petition for hearing.  Mr. Peck 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed on the affirmative vote of the 
following: Ms. Hall, Ms. Palmquist, Mr. Peck, Ms. Salerno, and Ms. Yerger. 

, State Personnel 
Board case number 2014G066. 

 
B. Brett Ellis v. Department of Public Safety, Colorado Bureau of 

Investigation

Ms. Palmquist noted that the disclosures made by complainant were not 
matters of public concern and the corrective action issued had no 
temporal proximity to complainant’s disclosures. Ms. Salerno stated that 
she was troubled by the wage and hour evidence presented and although 
she did not feel it was sufficient basis for a hearing she wanted to state for 
the record that she considered that it was a “disturbing fact pattern”. Ms. 
Palmquist moved to adopt the Preliminary Recommendation of the 
Administrative Law Judge and deny the petition for hearing.  Ms. Salerno 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed on the affirmative vote of the 
following: Ms. Hall, Ms. Palmquist, Mr. Peck, Ms. Salerno, and Ms. Yerger. 

, State Personnel Board case number 2015G012. 

 
C. 

The Board discussed the performance improvement plan (PIP) that was 
issued to the complainant and its timing with regards to worker’s 
compensation claim filed by the complainant and the apparent absence of 
an interactive process for the workplace injury. Ms. Hall moved to adopt 
the Preliminary Recommendation of the Administrative Law Judge and 
grant the petition for hearing.  Ms. Salerno seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed on the affirmative vote of the following: Ms. Hall, Ms. 
Palmquist, Ms. Salerno, and Ms. Yerger.  Mr. Peck voted in opposition to 
the motion. 

Matthew Bergstrom v. Department of Corrections, Colorado Territorial 
Correctional Facility, State Personnel Board case number 2015G020. 

 
V. INITIAL DECISIONS OR OTHER FINAL ORDERS OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE 

LAW JUDGES  
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There were no Initial Decisions or other Final Orders of the Administrative Law 
Judges before the Board this month. 

 
 VI. REVIEW OF THE MINUTES FROM THE DECEMBER 16, 2014 PUBLIC 

MEETING OF THE STATE PERSONNEL BOARD   
 

Ms. Hall moved to approve the Minutes from the December 16, 2014 meeting as 
submitted.  Ms. Palmquist seconded the motion.  The motion passed on the 
affirmative vote of the following Board members: Ms. Hall, Ms. Palmquist, Ms. 
Salerno, and Ms. Yerger.  Mr. Peck abstained from voting as he was not present 
at the meeting.     

  
VII. ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

 
DECISIONS OF THE STATE PERSONNEL BOARD MADE AT ITS DECEMBER 16, 2014 PUBLIC MEETING:  

  
A. Anne Sheridan v. Department of Corrections, Division of Adult Parole, 

Community Corrections & Youthful Offender System,

The Board voted to adopt the Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law in 
the Initial Decision of the Administrative Law Judge and to make the Initial 
Decision an order of the Board. 

 State Personnel 
Board case number 2014B033 (July 7, 2014).  

B. Julius Tomasi v. Department of Transportation,

The Board voted to adopt the Preliminary Recommendation of the 
Administrative Law Judge and deny the petition for hearing. 

 State Personnel Board 
case number 2014G082. 

 
VIII.     ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS & COMMENTS 
   

A. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
 
• Cases on Appeal to the Board and to Appellate Courts 
Board Counsel Faley briefed the Board on cases before the Court of 
Appeals. 

 
B. OTHER BOARD BUSINESS  

 
Director Shea-Reid stated that she was tracking legislation relative to the 
Board’s interests and that if there were any particular bills that Board 
members wanted to track, they should let her know.   
 
Director Shea-Reid noted that in the past, the Board has undertaken “road 
trips” to various agencies around the state in order to educate employees 
about the Board’s functions and observe the Board in action and to 
provide an opportunity for the Board to learn more about operations in 



I:\Board\Minutes\2015\Minutes2015-01 
 

4 

state agencies. She shared a number of departments that have hosted the 
State Personnel Board in the past. Mr. Peck inquired about what agencies 
are headquartered in Denver and where state-wide facilities are located. 
Director Shea-Reid said she would provide the Board with information of 
the various locations in order that the Board can consider the feasibility of 
a visit combined with a Board meeting. 
 

 
GENERAL COMMENTS FROM ATTORNEYS, EMPLOYEE 
ORGANIZATIONS, PERSONNEL ADMINISTRATORS, AND THE 
PUBLIC 
 
There were no comments. 
 

IX. PROPOSED LEGISLATION AND/OR RULEMAKING  
 
X. EXECUTIVE SESSION  

 
The Board declined to enter into Executive Session. 
 
The Board meeting ended by consensus at 9:42 A.M. 

 
 
 
DATED THIS 17TH

 
 DAY OF FEBRUARY, 2015. 

 
 
 

Sally Yerger, Board Chair 
 
 
 
Neil Peck, Vice Chair 
 
 
 
Vonda Hall, Member 
 
 
 
Michelle Palmquist, Member 
 
 
 
Teresa Salerno, Member  


	DATED THIS 17PTHP DAY OF FEBRUARY, 2015.

