R E C O R D  O F  P R O C E E D I N G S

The regularly scheduled meeting of the Colorado Racing Commission was held on Tuesday, March 11, 2014 in Conference Room 110 (Enforcement Conference Room) at 1881 Pierce Street, Lakewood, Colorado.  Chairwoman Wells called the meeting to order at 9:32 a.m.

Members Present

Mary Sharon Wells, Chairwoman

Sean Beirne, Vice-Chairman

Cindy Day, Member (present via teleconference call)

Pam Inmann, Member

Commissioner Charles Vail, DVM, was excused from the meeting.

Staff Present

Dan Hartman, Director, Division of Racing Events

Mark Brown, Enforcement Supervisor

Pam Kilgore, Division Auditor

Ashley Leary, Division Investigator

Sherry Gunnell, Assistant to the Director

Also Present

An attendance sheet is attached hereto and made a part of these minutes.

Approval of Minutes of February 11, 2014

A motion was made by Commissioner Beirne, seconded by Commissioner Inmann and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of February 11, 2014 as submitted.

Scheduling of 2015 Race Dates Hearing – Dan Hartman


Mr. Dan Hartman, Director of the Division of Racing Events, recommended that the Commission continue its practice of conducting the annual Race Dates Hearing at its July meeting. He noted that, at that time, the Commission would not be specifying actual race dates, but would be reviewing and accepting envelopes (ranges) of dates.

A motion was thereupon made by Commissioner Inmann, seconded by Commissioner Beirne and unanimously carried to schedule the 2015 Race Dates Hearing on Tuesday, July 8, 2014 in conjunction with the Commission’s regular July meeting.  The probable location of both of these sessions will be Arapahoe Park, 26000 East Quincy Avenue, Aurora, Colorado.

Consideration of Approval of Arapahoe Park’s Proposed 2014/15 Simulcast Schedule – Mark Brown/Dan Hartman

Mr. Dan Hartman, Director of the Division of Racing Events, reported on Arapahoe Park’s proposed 2014/2015 simulcast schedule.  Mr. Bruce Seymore, Executive Director of Colorado Operations for Mile High Racing and Entertainment, appeared on behalf of the Racing Association.

Mr. Hartman stated that it would be appropriate and allowable for the Commission to grant approval of Arapahoe Park’s 2014/2015 proposed simulcast schedule for the period of April 21, 2014 through April 20, 2015 since Arapahoe Park had complied with the requirement that its renewal application to conduct a live race meet in 2014 be submitted to the Division of Racing Events sixty days prior to the planned opening of the meet.  Mr. Hartman noted that, on January 28, 2014, the Division of Racing Events had received a signed and notarized renewal application from Racing Associates of Colorado d.b.a. Arapahoe Park reflecting its intention to commence live racing on Saturday, May 24, 2014 and conclude its live meet on Sunday, August 17, 2014 for a total of thirty-nine (39) race days.  

The Commission took notice that Arapahoe Park is requesting permission to: 1) conduct thirty-nine (39) days of live and simulcast racing as well as greyhound and horse simulcasting throughout the entire year; and 2) that, in conjunction with its live meet, Arapahoe Park will provide horse simulcasting on its non-live days.  


Mr. Hartman observed that Arapahoe Park’s request for approval of its simulcast schedule includes an open letter asking for blanket approval to send and receive interstate wagers and simulcasts from the following sources subject to contract and Division approval, excluding specific listing of racecourses and simulcast dates:

· All racetracks representing the United States and Canada;

· All racetracks in the International Jurisdiction;

· All affiliated off-track wagering venues; and

· Nevada pari-mutuel books

Further, he stated that the Division would recommend that the Commission grant approval for the range of dates and for the simulcasting proposal submitted by Arapahoe Park.   The Commission acknowledged that the Division had received copies of two approval letters from the Colorado Horse-Racing Association, the organization representing a majority of the horse racing community at Arapahoe Park, signed by President Mark McGregor on August 18, 2012, supporting both the sending out of the live signal from Arapahoe Park and the simulcast calendar and schedule for the period of April 20, 2013 through April 20, 2016, including the simulcasting of Arapahoe Park’s live signal during the 2014 live race meet.

Mr. Hartman noted that a Simulcast Calendar indicating the simulcast race days, including live racing days, has yet to be submitted to the Division of Racing Events, but will be provided to the Division in the near future.

Additionally, the Commission took notice that unforeseen circumstances might necessitate that modifications be made to prospective simulcast dates and/or racing schedules and, therefore, the Division Director or his designee has been delegated authority to approve such changes.  Mr. Hartman assured the Commission that final approval for simulcasting from any racecourse would not be given unless the Division had received both a racing schedule and a simulcast contract.  He noted that the Division would apprise the Commission of the racing dates and schedules as they are made available. 


Following its review and after acknowledging that the Division of Racing Events recommended acceptance of Arapahoe Park’s 2014/2015 proposed simulcast wagering schedule as presented, a motion was made by Commissioner Beirne, seconded by Commissioner Inmann and unanimously carried to approve Arapahoe Park’s request to commence simulcast wagering on April 21, 2014 and to continue simulcast wagering through April 20, 2015 subject to the following terms and conditions:

1) That Arapahoe Park will submit its proposed Simulcast Calendar reflecting the simulcast race days, including the live racing days, to the Division of Racing Events as soon as possible;

2)  That Arapahoe Park will inform the Division at least ten (10) days prior to adding a new track to its schedule.  This will be followed by all required contracts;

3) That fully executed signed contracts and agreements for each racetrack from which broadcasts are to be received are provided to the Division no later than forty-eight (48) hours prior to the commencement of simulcasting from that site;

4) That adequate advance notice of the actual dates and simulcasting schedules for any and all venues be made part of Arapahoe Park’s 2014/2015 roster be provided to the Division of Racing Events prior to the start of racing from that site;

5) That the Division of Racing Events may, in its discretion, 1) require any totalisator link that has not been tested to be tested prior to the date of operation; and 2) approve the telephone lines to be used; 

6) That Arapahoe Park comply with all terms and conditions contained in the Interstate Horse Racing Act with regard to receipt of simulcast signals, presentation of approved simulcasts and broadcasting of its races to out-of-state venues; and

7) That the Commission delegate authority to the Director or his designee to approve schedules for pre-approved tracks when a specified envelope is determined and to approve any adjustments or amendments to the simulcast schedules as needed.


The Commission directed that the Division monitor compliance with these requirements and ensure receipt of all necessary contracts prior to commencement of simulcasting from any racetrack.  An Order with Conditions signed by Director Hartman will be issued to Arapahoe Park reflecting the Commission’s action.

Consideration of Request for Early Distribution of Portion of Owners/Breeders Awards Funds and Supplemental Purse Fund Monies – Colorado Thoroughbred Breeders’ Association

Ms. Pam Kilgore, Division Auditor, informed the Commission that, in accordance with and as permitted by statute, the Colorado Thoroughbred Breeders’ Association had submitted a formal written request for early release of $156,000, a portion of their Owners/Breeders Awards and Supplemental Purse Fund accrual for the purpose of supplementing their Colorado Bred Stakes schedule at Arapahoe Park in 2014.
Mr. Dan Hartman, Director of the Division of Racing Events, advised the Commission that he had spoken to Mark McGregor, President of the Colorado Thoroughbred Breeders’ Association and had informed him that it would not be necessary for him to appear at today’s meeting.  Mr. Shannon Rushton, Executive Director of the Colorado Horse-Racing Association, was present to represent the request of the Colorado Thoroughbred Breeders Association.
Ms. Kilgore explained that, by Rule, no breed organization may request more than 80% (eighty percent) of its total accrual.   She stated that she had itemized the amounts accrued by the Colorado Thoroughbred Breeders’ Association during the period of January through February 2014 and that she was confident that sufficient funds would be available for the requested amount of $156,000 to be distributed to the Colorado Thoroughbred Breeders’ Association.   Ms. Kilgore stated that she would perform an additional audit of the purse fund monies in order to confirm that the requested amount would be available for distribution as soon after July 1, 2014 as possible.

A motion was made by Commissioner Inmann, seconded by Commissioner Beirne and unanimously carried to authorize early distribution of $156,000 to the Colorado Thoroughbred Breeder’s Association after July 1, 2014 contingent upon the performance by Ms. Kilgore of a second audit to confirm the availability of funds.

Status Report – House Bill 14-1146 – Dan Hartman
Mr. Dan Hartman, Director of the Division of Racing Events, reported that, on March 10, 2014, Governor Hickenlooper signed into law House Bill 14-1146, thus, prohibiting the conduct of live greyhound racing in Colorado.  He observed that the measure will allow for the continuation of wagering on greyhound races that are held at racetracks in other states and are simultaneously broadcast at racetracks/simulcast venues in Colorado.  Mr. Hartman noted that the bill had been sent to the Governor for his signature on February 28, 2014 after passing out of both the House of Representatives and the Senate.  


Commissioner Inmann inquired whether the enactment of House Bill 14-1146 would necessitate the deletion of references to live greyhound racing in the Colorado Racing Commission Rules and, if so, what the time frame for making such revisions would be.  Mr. Hartman advised that, at some point, it would be necessary to revise the rules in accordance with the provisions of Enacted House Bill 14-1146, but immediate action would not be required since the existing rules are no longer considered viable or relevant to racing in Colorado.    

Adjournment

There being no further business to consider, a motion was made by Commissioner Inmann, seconded by Commissioner Beirne and unanimously carried to adjourn the regular meeting of the Colorado Racing Commission at 9:43 a.m.

Next Regularly Scheduled Meeting

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Colorado Racing Commission will be held on Tuesday, May 13, 2014 in Conference Room 110 (Enforcement Conference Room), 1881 Pierce Street, Lakewood, Colorado.


The undersigned hereby approve the foregoing Minutes.
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