Town Of Crawford

P.O. Box 56 * Crawford, Co. 81415-0056 * (970)921-4725 * Fax (970)921-4726

 Town Council Meeting 

June 15, 2016 Wednesday 7:00 PM 
Work Session Meeting Minutes
1. Meeting is call to order 7:00pm by Mayor Wanda Gofforth.  Those present were Chriss Watters, John Paton, and Hetty Todd.  Members absent Cameron Clark, Mike Tiedeman, Tammy Broughton.
2.  Pledge of Allegiance recited by those present

Public Non-Agenda items- Jim Crook announced that Susie Steckel approached him and said that he was spreading rumors that: The Town of Crawford was Broke.”  Jim wanted to set the record straight that he was not spreading rumors.  And that for the record the town is doing just fine financially.  
3.  Debbie Griffith from Delta County Accessors office has been with the county for 20 years.  She is a certified tax accessor.  She explained what would happen for the Town of Crawford if the mill levy was raised by 2-3 mills and what it would mean for the tax payer.  For example if your tax was $132.21.   In 2016 if the mill levy was increased by 1, your tax would be 134.21 and if it was increased by 3 your tax would be $139.38.  The increase on your tax would be $7.17.  If your tax was $1418.16, 1 mill would raise it to $1444.30 and a raise of 3 mills would raise your tax to $1495.54 a total tax of $51.24.  Jim Crook asked about the senior discount.  You must live in your home for 10 years, be 65 years of age to get the senior discount.  The limit on raising the mill Levy is 5.5%.  Mill levy drop as property value increase.  The town can increase the rate of a mill levy without the vote of the people if we de-bruced the Tabor.  The town of Delta and Orchard city do not earn mill levy revenue; they earn their revenue from the fines of the municipal court.  

4. Under Sheriff Mark Taylor and Bill Palmer from the Delta County Sheriff’s department reported that Crawford only made 37 calls to the sheriff from June 15 2015- June 15, 2016.  A town like orchard city made 454 calls in that same period of time.  It cost Orchard City $50k per year and every 4th year it cost them an additional $30k for a new car.  Mark Taylor said there is nothing that the sheriff’s department can do to help the town enforce their ordinances; the town would have to have their own municipal court.  The sheriff can help with vicious dogs, but not barking dogs.  They can help with the speeding vehicles in town.  David Texeira suggested a neighborhood watch program.  The council will discuss that option at the next meeting.  David also complained about the feral cats that live at the neighbors house, the cats come to his house and sleep on his front porch and are spreading fleas.  He is concerned that the fleas will make him sick from the plague.  We do have fleas in the county that have been confirmed to carry the plague.  We suggested that he call the Delta County health department and report the cats. 

5. Bruce Bair wanted a clarification of the personnel manual regarding vacation pay and accrued time.  The council will meet at the next session July 6th 2016 in an executive meeting to clarify this matter.  

6. Staff reports – Bruce Bair said he thought that Pioneer days was the best ever.  But he would like to sit down with the committee next year before the event just to discuss expectations from city employees and Pioneer Day committee Bruce reports that he has decreased pressure to out of town water user and increased in town pressure and increased the demand but that the water level is good in the tank.  He did annual water back flow preventer inspections with JM plumbing at the expense of the business owners.  
7.  Chriss Watters walked through town on pioneer days; he said that we need to come up with an emergency plan for the ambulance and fire.  There is no way they could get through cedar st.   He suggested parking on one side only on Cedar and elm.  People could then be shuttled from the school.  Also, suggested that we put illuminated numbers at all homes for emergency vehicles, so they can find homes.  Council agreed and said that we will work on a plan for this. 
8. Cally Gallegos reports that she is registered for Excel class on July 29th.  She wrote and mailed letter to Joe Oglesby thanking him for the beautiful cemetery. 

9. Mayor Wanda Gofforth, reports that she has heard rumors that the Town is broke because they spent all the money on the town remodel, and she just wanted to put a stop to the rumor.  It is not true and the town spent the $150k that was pledged by the Town when Jim Crook was the Mayor.    She ask that the council members make sure that if someone asks them if the town is broke, please tell them no and that is just a rumor going around town. 
10. Town employees were asked if they wanted to discuss the employee issues in a public meeting or in an executive sessions.  Bruce Bair, Cally Gallegos and Allen Boyd agreed they would like to discuss these matters in an executive session. 

Next meeting executive session will begin at 7:00 and will be closed to the public to clarify the employee manual, regarding vacation time.
Meeting adjourned 9:00pm

