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Water & Sewer Rates To Be Studied 
July 2016 

   The City Council has approved a $38,000 contract with JVA Inc. to conduct a water and sewer rate 
study.  JVA will collaborate with Raftelis Financial Consultants to complete the study in three months. 
   The City currently has a Capital Improvement Plan that spans five years.  The study will expand the 
Plan to ten years to further anticipate future needs.  The study will then compare current rates and the 
resulting revenues to future costs of projects and recommend any necessary rate changes.  Changes 
will be effective in 2017. 
   City officials promise public meetings will be held once the study is completed to explain the rate 
changes and answer questions.  The meetings are expected to be held in the fall.  
 
Why the study is needed 
   Water and sewer rates have not changed in six years while operating costs have continued to rise 
and a number of capital projects have become urgent.   
   A comparison of gallons of water treated vs. gallons of water billed has shown a significant loss; that 
is, far less water is flowing through meters than is being treated and put out through the water mains.  A 
number of possible causes are being investigated but it is fairly certain that a good portion of the “lost” 
water is leaking out of the miles of water lines that run through town. 
   The sewer plant, originally built in the 1970s and updated a number of times since, is approaching its 
maximum capacity.  New developments expected to follow completion of the Colorado Blvd. project will 
put additional load on the treatment plant.  Whether the plant’s capacity can be adequately expanded 
or if a new facility will be needed will be addressed in the JVA study.   
 
Lack of other options 
   In the past, the City has funded many of its capital projects with help from the Department of Local 
Affairs Energy & Mineral Impact Fund.  The Fund made it possible to complete projects the City would 
have been unable to afford otherwise.  Now, however, the Fund has been suspended until further no-
tice, leaving Idaho Springs and many other entities without access to its valuable funding assistance.  
As a result, the City will have to come up with more of its own money to pay for needed capital projects.    
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Community Recognition Wall 
The Community Recognition 
Wall on the east side of City Hall 
will be dedicated and the first 
honorees will be recognized on 
July 30.  Initial honorees will be 
Margaret “Chee Chee” Bell  as a 
life-long local historian, William 
Darnell for his service as a Mu-
nicipal Judge, Dorothy 
Dieckman for her service as City 
Clerk and then City Treasurer 
over a total of  41 years, Dorothy 
Kyler for being our first and only 
elected woman mayor 1978-
1986, Paul Munchiando for his 
42 years of service on the City 
Crew and Grace Shatto for serv-
ing as City Clerk for 25 years.    
 
 

Development Study 
The City recently received a 
grant from the Department of 
Local Affairs under the Rural 
Economic Development Initiative 
(REDI).  The REDI grant will 
fund a study of development po-
tential in the vicinity of Exit 240.   
The study will specifically ad-
dress possible redevelopment of 
the former Middle School, bus 
barn and football field.  Although 
these properties are owned by 
the School District, the City ob-
tained the grant because the 
funds are only available to gov-
ernmental entities.  Application 
was made with the full 
knowledge and agreement of 
the District. 
 

As summer continues and into 
fall, there are a lot of events 
planned.  As you’ll see, many of 
these events have been around 
for a number of years. 
 
Merchant’s Market continues 
every Friday through September 
8 at Courtney Ryley Cooper 
Park. Sponsored by the Idaho 
Springs Chamber of Commerce. 
 
Annual Tommyknocker Min-
ing Events  
July 16-17, 9am, Elks Club lot 
Organized by the Colorado Min-
ing Events Group.  This compe-
tition has been going for so long 
that no one can remember when 
it started. 
 
50th Annual Bob Cook Memo-
rial Mount Evans Hill Climb  
July 23  Organized by Team Ev-
ergreen Cycling.  
Starts in town and ends with the 

City News Briefs    
Source Water Protection Plan 
With a no-cost grant through the 
Colorado Rural Water Associa-
tion, Idaho Springs has begun 
development of a Source Water 
Protection Plan.  The purpose of 
the plan is to identify potential 
threats to the City’s water 
source on Highway 103 and de-
velop contingency plans to miti-
gate those threats.  For exam-
ple, a wildfire could result in a 
large amount of silt and other 
debris entering the waterway 
that could clog filters and stop 
production at the water treat-
ment plant. 

Things To Do... 
award ceremony downtown. The 
final 2,000 feet in elevation 
(12,000 to 14,000 feet) is the 
Colorado State Hill Climb Cham-
pionship course for Colorado 
USAC licensed cyclists.  
 
Community Recognition Wall 
Dedication  
July 30 10am  City Hall, east 
side.  Details in the story below.  
 
38th Annual Georgetown to 
Idaho Springs Half Marathon  
August 13.  Sponsored by the 
Clear Creek Booster Club.  Ends 
at the football field. 
 
4th Annual Flaming Foliage 
Relay  
September 9.  Sponsored by 
Timberline Events LLC.  
Running relay in 31 legs from 
Idaho Springs to Buena Vista, 
165 miles over Guanella, Geor-
gia and Fremont Passes. 

8th Annual Clear Creek Water-
shed Festival  
September 17 at Courtney Ryley 
Cooper Park.   
Sponsored by the Clear Creek 
Watershed Foundation.  Bring 
the family and learn about the 
importance of our watershed 
and what you can do to help 
protect it. 
 
4th Annual Dynamite Days 
Octoberfest  
October 8, Downtown 
Sponsored by the Chamber of 
Commerce.  A day of family fun 
with food, craft vendors and mu-
sic from 11am to 10pm. 
 
8th Annual Pumpkin Smash  
November 5, Noon to 4pm at the 
ball fields.  Sponsored by 
Scraps-to-Soil. Yes, the giant 
hammer (technically called a 
trebuchet) will be there! 
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Mayor’s Message 

City Staff Update 
 

Several new employees have recently joined the City Staff. 
 Ryan Frost is the newest police officer to join the department.  In his first law enforcement position, this 

is what Ryan says he has always wanted to do.  Ryan is married and has a young son. 
 Willie Prickett is the new Parks employee, replacing Brad Lewis who has moved to the Street Crew.  

Willie worked for the City last summer as a seasonal Parks worker. 
 The summer Parks crew is staffed.  Rodney Knapp has joined the crew again this year as a seasonal 

worker and Scott King is on the crew for the first time. 
 Thomas Meldrum has accepted the position of Operator Trainee at the water and wastewater plants. 

Many of you may know him since he’s from Idaho Springs.  Tom is keeping busy as he learns his way 
around the plants and all the equipment. 

 Alan Tiefenbach is the new Community Development Planner.  Alan brings wide-ranging experience in 
the field and is looking forward to working in our small but busy mountain town.  Alan and his wife are 
both musicians. 

 
Congratulations to three members of our Police Department.  Records Supervisor Cindy Teuling and Of-
ficer Matt Jackmond recently received Superior Service Citations and Sergeant Glenn Hardy was given 
the newly-created Mayor's Service Award.   

Under the direction of City Administrator Andy Marsh, work has begun on the 2017 City Budget. The com-
ing months will see many discussions as Staff works to get the most out of the available funds while main-
taining adequate reserves. Individual department budget requests will be discussed with Council at public 
work sessions and a complete draft budget is expected to be released for public review in September. 
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Summer is here again! 

As all of you can see there are 
many things happening around 
our City. Construction is in full 
force for Phase II of our Colora-
do Blvd project. I know there is 
some frustration but we are try-
ing to work with everyone to get 
through this process. Phase III 
design is at 75% and is moving 
along at a very aggressive pace. 
The start of Phase III construc-
tion will be happening in Spring 
of 2017.  

We have leveled the homes be-
tween Idaho and Water Streets 
in downtown and created sur-
face parking for about 60 cars.  
This is a great start and will help 
ease some of our parking issues 

this summer.  We will be looking 
at a structure in the near future. 

It Looks like CDOT construction 
in our City is FINALLY wrapping 
up. I know how painful this has 
been for all of us and I am as 
glad to see it end as you are. I 
know there are a few punch list 
items to be addressed and it is 
happening quickly. Some of the 
concerns that I received calls 
about are in discussion and be-
ing taken care of.  

Waterwheel Park is done and 
WOW what an addition to Idaho 
Springs! This is something that 
all of us should be very proud 
of. Make sure you take time to 
take a stroll and check it out. I’m 
sure you will be as impressed 

as I am. 

All of our City Staff is working 
very hard to make our City a 
great place to live. We have two 
new members.  Say hello and 
welcome Officer Ryan Frost and 
our Community Development/ 
Planner Alan Tiefenbach. We 
are proud to have them as part 
of our team. 

Please have a great Summer!  
We will be having our 2nd Annu-
al “Take Back Our City” party in 
the streets of Idaho Springs 
sometime in August. 

Remember my open door poli-
cy. Feel free to contact me any-
time. It is a honor to be your 
Mayor. 



 Colorado Blvd. Update 
   Work on Colorado Blvd. is steadily moving west.  The work area now stretches from Riverside Drive 
to 13th Ave. and traffic continues to be diverted onto Miner Street.  Once work is completed to 13th 
Ave., the project is expected to be suspended for the winter. 
   Residents in the work area are reminded to move cars parked on Colorado before the contractor’s 
work day begins at 7am.  To maintain traffic flow on busy summer week-ends, no week-end work is 
planned. 
   The utility work in the project is limited to public infrastructure but access to private utility lines will be 
readily accessible.  Property owners with service lines running into Colorado Blvd are strongly encour-
aged to consider updating or replacing their private water and/or sewer lines while the construction is 
underway.  It is likely to be less expensive now than if the work is done at another time.   
   The contractor has found three local contractors willing to provide needed side work on private prop-
erties.  Residents interested in more information about water or sewer line replacement or driveway 
finishing may contact these contractors directly: 

Turner Enterprises, Inc., Mark Turner, 303-818-3982 (utilities) 
Munchiando Excavating, Inc., Greg Munchiando, 303-940-6642 (utilities) 

Alley Concrete, 303-386-6978 (concrete work)   

   If you prefer to use another contractor, please contact the project hotline at 303-317-3311 to coordi-
nate access for your contractor.  The cost of work on private property is at the owner’s expense.   
   Contact the project hotline at 303-317-3311 or email coloradoblvdphaseii@gmail.com with any 
questions or concerns about the project. 
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