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What natural resource problem(s) did the project address?


High Plains and Prairie Conservation Districts are neighboring districts that united to help landowners address natural resource concerns in Lincoln County. Blizzards that weaken or kill livestock and repeatedly block county roads is a real concern on the blustery eastern plains and facilitating good rangeland health for agricultural productivity and ecological benefits is a priority. The district offered cost-share to landowners for practices to primarily address these issues.


In addition, the districts have been leaders in forming the Big Sandy Creek Leafy Spurge Alliance (BSLSA) in 2009 – a group of 27 landowners working with partners to rid Big Sandy Creek of emerging leafy spurge infestation along 37 miles of the creek. Leafy spurge is a noxious weed that is highly detrimental to agricultural land. Matching grant funds were used to develop momentum in the ongoing education and cost-share efforts for the BSLSA.   





Colorado State Conservation Board 2009 Matching Grants Project:


High Plains – Prairie Conservation Districts: Priority Cost-Share Program





What was achieved?


Managed grazing of rangeland facilitated by 50% cost-share for installation of stock watering equipment consisting of 3 solar pumps, one steel water tank and 10,498 feet of pipeline


Managed grazing of rangeland facilitated by 50% cost share for  installation of 10,498 of stock fencing


Living tree shelterbelts totaling 10,658 feet installed at 50% cost-share to provide protection from snow for livestock and along county roads, and to reduce energy loss from homestead buildings.


14 landowners attended a BLSA educational day about leafy spurge control along Big Sandy Creek


Test site for using beetle biological control agents for leafy spurge established on volunteer landowner land to be monitored by Colorado Department of Agriculture Insectary.


37 miles of Big Sandy Creek drainage surveyed across 22 landowner properties for leafy spurge occurrence. Landowners will be contacted in spring of 2020 regarding results of survey and be offered cost-share for integrated treatment of leafy spurge along creek and adjacent rangeland.


Partners included conservation districts, landowners, Natural Resource Conservation Service, Colorado Department of Agriculture, Lincoln County, Rural Conservation and Development Council, and Genoa-Hugo Future Farmers of America Program. Six landowners were newcomers to the work of conservation districts.








Living tree shelterbelts – seen her with weed suppressant barrier to help establish the trees – can play multiple roles. Strategically placed, they can offer livestock and wildlife protection from inclement weather , reduce soil erosion and also help reduce the cost and inconvenience of snow blocking county roads.








