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DENVER — November 26, 2014 — The Department of Health Care Policy and Financing
announced today that Gretchen Hammer will join the Department as Colorado’s Medicaid
Director effective January 5, 2015. In her new role she will oversee the Department’s Health
Programs Office which administers public health insurance programs for low-income Coloradans
including Medicaid and Child Health Plan Plus (CHP+).

“Gretchen’s expertise in community advocacy, public and private insurance coverage and her
zeal for solving complex problems will be an enormous asset for the Department,” said Sue
Birch, executive director. “Medicaid’s new opportunity to serve as a redesigned platform will
move Colorado closer to being the healthiest state in the nation.”

“I am incredibly excited about the opportunity to join the Department and contribute to the
mission to improve health care access and outcomes for those served by Medicaid and Child
Health Plan Plus,” Ms. Hammer said.

Before joining the Department, Hammer was Executive Director of the Colorado Coalition for
the Medically Underserved (CCMU) and served as past Chair and Member of the Board of
Directors for Connect for Health Colorado. Prior to her work at CCMU, Ms. Hammer was a
private consultant focused on leadership development, complex systems change initiatives,
strategic planning, program management and constituent engagement for numerous public
serving organizations.

Ms. Hammer received a B.A. from Colorado College and a holds a Master of Public Health from
the University of Washington School of Public Health and Community Medicine.

About the Colorado Department of Health Care Policy and Financing: The Department
administers the Medicaid and Child Health Plan Plus programs as well as a variety of other
programs for low-income Coloradans who qualify. For more information about the department,
please visit Colorado.gov/hcpf.
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The mission of the Department of Health Care Policy and Financing is to improve health care access
and outcomes for the people we serve while demonstrating sound stewardship of financial resources.

www.colorado.gov/hcpf
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