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Colorado Hazardous Waste 
Regulations That Are  

More Stringent Than Federal Regulations 
      reviewed/revised January 2013 

 
This list is intended to identify key areas of the Colorado Hazardous Waste Regulations that are more 
stringent than the federal hazardous waste regulations. The list is not intended to be all-inclusive.  
Since these regulations undergo periodic revisions, check our website to see if you have the most 
current version. 
 
GENERATOR REQUIREMENTS 
 

1. Colorado regulations specify that a conditionally exempt small quantity generator of hazardous 
waste may not dispose of his/her hazardous waste onsite.  In addition, there are no solid waste 
landfills in Colorado that have been approved by the Department to accept hazardous waste 
from a conditionally exempt small quantity generator for disposal.  [6 CCR 1007-3, section 
261.5(f)(3)(iv) and (g)(3)(iv)] 

 
2. Colorado regulations require conditionally exempt small quantity generators that generate three 

(3) gallons or more per calendar year of hazardous waste codes F001, F002, F004 and/or F005 
to notify the Department of their hazardous waste activities and obtain an EPA identification 
number.  [6 CCR 1007-3, section 261.5(b)(2)] 

 
3. Colorado regulations require any generator, including conditionally-exempt small quantity 

generators, that receives a Self-Certification Checklist from the Department to complete and 
return the checklist within the time specified in the instructions.  [6 CCR 1007-3, section 
261.5(b)(4) and 262.43(b)] 

 
4. Colorado regulations require documentation of training for small quantity generators (SQGs) of 

hazardous waste and make training performance-based.  [6 CCR 1007-3, section 
262.34(d)(5)(iii)] 

 
5. Colorado regulations require large quantity generators (LQGs) of hazardous waste to identify 

the fire protection district responsible for providing fire protection services in their contingency 
plan.  If they are not within a fire protection district, they must state that in their contingency 
plan and operate under their own fire protection plan that has been approved by this 
Department.  The regulations also require identification of the local emergency planning 
committee (LEPC) for the area where their facility is located.  [6 CCR 1007-3, section 
265.52(g)] 

 
6. Colorado regulations require large quantity generators (LQGs) to include the location of all 

hazardous waste accumulation areas (90 day and satellite) in their contingency plan.  [6 CCR 
1007-3, section 265.52(h)] 

 
7. Colorado regulations require a generator that manages hazardous waste in satellite 

accumulation containers to move that container to the 180/270 or 90-day accumulation area 
immediately (i.e., within 24-hours) from when the 55-gallon limit is reached.  [6 CCR 1007-3, 
section 262.34(c)(2) and 262.34(g)(2)] 
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8. Colorado regulations are more stringent concerning application of P- and U-listed waste codes 
to unused commercial chemical products.  A comment following the Federal regulation at 40 
CFR Part 261.33(d) indicates that the intent of the EPA regulation was to regulate unused 
materials formulated for commercial or manufacturing use which consists of the commercially 
pure grade of the chemical, any technical grades of the chemical that are produced or marketed, 
and all formulations in which the chemical is the sole active ingredient.  Colorado regulations 
do not include the comment.  Therefore, all applicable P or U list waste codes apply to a 
formulation containing more than one active ingredient when those ingredients appear on the P 
or U list and the material will be discarded.  [6 CCR 1007-3, section 261.33(d)] 

 
9. Colorado regulations do not include the comparable fuels exclusion listed in 40 CFR 

261.4(a)(16). [6 CCR 1007-3, section 261.4(a)(16)] 
 

10. Colorado regulations require that the accumulation start date be clearly marked on or attached 
to each hazardous waste accumulation tank, or on a tank log sheet that is maintained at the 
facility.  [6 CCR 1007-3, section 262.34(a)(2)] 

 
11. Colorado regulations prohibit a large quantity generator from storing hazardous waste in open 

top tanks.  [6 CCR 1007-3, section 265.192(h)] 
 

12. Colorado regulations require all generators, including conditionally exempt generators, to 
maintain and operate their facility to minimize the possibility of a fire, explosion, or any 
unplanned sudden or non-sudden release of hazardous waste or hazardous waste constituents. 
[6 CCR 1007-3, sections 261.5(b)(5) and 265.31(a)] 

 
 
TRANSPORTER REQUIREMENTS 
 

1. Colorado regulations require a transporter of hazardous waste to provide information to the 
Department, as part of the notification filed under Part 99, of the location and general 
description of the activities at the transfer facility.  [6 CCR 1007-3, section 263.12(a)] 

 
2. Colorado regulations require a transporter of hazardous waste who operates a 10-day transfer 

facility to maintain documentation to verify that the 10-day storage limit has been met.  
Information used to make this demonstration may include hazardous waste manifests, log 
sheets, or other documentation showing the date of waste arrival and shipment from the transfer 
facility.  [6 CCR 1007-3, section 263.12(c)(1)] 
 

3. Colorado regulations require owners or operators of hazardous waste transfer facilities to 
conduct weekly inspections of all sites where containers are stored and to maintain written 
inspection records. These records must be maintained for at least three years from the date of 
the inspection.  [6 CCR 1007-3, Section 263.12(c)(2)] 
 

4. Colorado regulations require loading docks, temporary container storage areas, and all areas 
where hazardous waste transfers occur to have a base or floor that is smooth, free of cracks or 
gaps, and sufficiently impervious to contain leaks or spills until the spilled material is detected 
and removed. [6 CCR 1007-3, section 263.12(c)(3)] 
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5. Colorado regulations require that trucks or trailers used to store hazardous waste be stored on 
manmade surfaces capable of containing spills or releases. Spills or leaks must be promptly 
cleaned up by the facility operator. [6 CCR 1007-3, section 263.12(c)(4)] 
 

6. Colorado regulations require owners or operators of hazardous waste transfer stations to make 
arrangements to familiarize local police, fire, heath departments, and local emergency planning 
committees with the layout of the transfer facility, the NFPA hazard class of wastes handled at 
the facility and associated hazards, locations where employees would normally be working, 
entrances to road inside the facility, and evacuation routes.  The transporter must document 
attempts to make arrangements and document any case where State or local authorities decline 
to enter into such arrangements. [6 CCR 1007-3, section 263.12(c)(5)] 
 

7. Colorado regulations require transfer facilities to be adequately fenced or secured to control 
public access and prevent unauthorized access to areas of hazardous waste storage. [6 CCR 
1007-3, section 263.12(c)(6)] 
 

8. Colorado regulations require signage with the legend, “Danger – Unauthorized Personnel Keep 
Out” be posted at each entrance of the active portion of the transfer facility. The signs must be 
written in English and in any other language predominant in the area surrounding the facility 
and must be legible from a distance of 25 feet. [6 CCR 1007-3, section 263.12(c)(7)] 
 

9. Colorado regulations specify emergency planning and response requirements for owners and 
operators of hazardous waste transfer stations, including the presence of emergency 
coordinators, communications systems, and firefighting and spill response equipment.  [6 CCR 
1007-3, section 263.12(c)(8)] 

 
10. Colorado regulations specify that the transporter must take immediate action to contain and 

cleanup a spill of hazardous waste at a transfer facility and to provide notification to the 
Department of any spill exceeding 55 gallons, a fire or an explosion at a transfer facility.  [6 
CCR 1007-3, section 263.40] 

 
11. Colorado regulations require the transporter to clean up discharges of hazardous waste 

occurring during transportation in a timely manner and to notify the Department of the ultimate 
disposition of any discharged hazardous waste.  [6 CCR 1007-3, sections 263.30(c)(3) and 
263.31] 

 
 
TREATMENT, STORAGE AND DISPOSAL FACILITIES REQUIREMENTS 
 

1. Colorado regulations require a thorough inspection of hazardous waste containers to ensure that 
all of the Part 265 Subpart I requirements regarding use and management of containers and the 
applicable container labeling requirements of section 262.34 are being met.  These regulations 
also require that problems identified during the inspection be remedied.  [6 CCR 1007-3, 
section 265.174] 

 
2. Colorado regulations require treatment, storage and disposal (TSD) facilities and generators to 

provide both classroom and on the job hazardous waste training to their employees that handle 
hazardous waste.  [6 CCR 1007-3, section 264.16(a) and 265.16(a)] 
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3. Colorado regulations require TSD facilities and generators to make hazardous waste 
preparedness and prevention arrangements with local health departments.  [6 CCR 1007-3, 
section 264.37(a) and 265.37(a)] 

 
4. Colorado regulations require additional information related to treatability studies including: (a) 

more detailed notification requirements, (b) minimum waste storage requirements, (c) a 
statement from the testing facility indicating that it has been clean-closed and (d) minimum 
personnel training and safety guidelines.  [6 CCR 1007-3, section 261.4(e) and (f)] 

 
5. Colorado regulations require TSD facilities and large and small quantity generators that are 

located outside of a fire protection district to have a plan providing for their own fire 
protection.  The plan must be certified by registered professional engineer experienced in fire 
protection and approved by the Department. [6 CCR 1007-3, section 264.31(b), 265.31(b) and 
265.52(g)] 

 
6. Colorado regulations require interim status TSD facilities and large quantity generators to 

develop a contingency plan that specifies the fire protection district responsible for providing 
fire protection services or a statement that the facility is not located within a fire protection 
district but is operating under its own fire protection plan that has been approved by the 
Department.  The plan must also identify the Local Emergency Planning Committee.  [6 CCR 
1007-3, section 265.52(g)] 

 
7. Colorado regulations require interim status TSD facilities and large quantity generators to 

submit a copy of the contingency plan to the Local Emergency Planning Committee.  [6 CCR 
1007-3, section 265.53(b)] 

 
8. Colorado regulations applicable to the treatment of hazardous waste by a generator require a 

generator to develop a waste analysis plan describing the treatment activity that must be 
maintained on-site.  The Colorado regulations also preclude the thermal treatment of hazardous 
waste and the treatment of reactive hazardous waste.  [6 CCR 1007-3, section 100.21(d)] 

 
9. Colorado regulations prohibit disposal of any free liquid in a hazardous waste landfill.  [6 CCR 

1007-3, section 264.314(e) and 265.314(f)] 
 

10. Colorado regulations specify that a copy of the certification by an engineer for freeboard less 
than 2 feet (60 centimeters) in interim status surface impoundments must be submitted to the 
Hazardous Materials and Waste Management Division.  [6 CCR 1007-3, section 265.221(g)] 

 
11. Colorado regulations specify that a copy of the certification by an engineer or chemist that 

design features will prevent ignitable or reactive wastes from igniting or reacting in surface 
impoundments must be submitted to the Hazardous Materials and Waste Management 
Division.  [6 CCR 1007-3, section 265.229(b)] 

 
12. Colorado regulations prohibit the location of new TSD facilities within 1,000 feet of a fault that 

has had a displacement in the Holocene time.  [6 CCR 1007-3, section 264.18(a)] 
 

13. Colorado regulations require treatment and storage facilities and existing disposal facilities to 
be designed, operated, and closed to prevent washout by a 100-year flood event.  New disposal 
facilities are prohibited in 100-year floodplains and there are no provisions for an exemption 
from the requirement.  [6 CCR 1007-3, section 264.18(b)] 
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14. Colorado regulations require TSD facilities and generators to take steps to minimize unplanned 

releases to groundwater.  [6 CCR 1007-3, section 264.31 and 265.31] 
 

15. Colorado regulations require TSD facilities and generators to design contingency plans to 
minimize releases to groundwater.  [6 CCR 1007-3, section 264.51(a), 264.52(a), 265.51(a), 
and 265.52(a)] 

 
16. Colorado regulations require land disposal TSD facilities to record in their operating record the 

location and quantity of hazardous waste on a map or diagram of each cell or disposal area 
using a three dimensional grid system.  [6 CCR 1007-3, section 264.73(b)(2) and 265.73(b)(2)] 

 
17. Colorado regulations require waste piles, land treatment units, and new landfills to design, 

operate, and maintain a run-on control system capable of handling a 100-year storm event.  [6 
CCR 1007-3, section 264.251(g), 265.253(a)(2), 264.273(c), 265.272(b),  264.301(g) and 
265.301(g)] 

 
18. Colorado regulations require waste piles, land treatment units, and new landfills to design, 

operate, and maintain a run-off control system capable of handling a 24-hour, 100-year storm 
event.  [6 CCR 1007-3, section 264.251(h), 265.253(a)(3), 264.273(d), 265.272(c), 264.301(h), 
and 265.301(g)] 

 
19. Colorado regulations do not include language in the federal regulations at 40 CFR 265.90 (c) 

allowing the waiver of part or all of the groundwater monitoring requirements at interim status 
TSD facilities.  [6 CCR 1007-3, section 265.90] 

 
20. Colorado regulations specify that in order to meet the financial test to guarantee closure and/or 

post-closure for TSD facilities in Colorado the facility must receive an A rating rather than a B 
rating.  [6 CCR 1007-3, section 266.14] 

 
21. With respect to the financial assurance requirement of Part 266, Colorado regulations removed 

the trust fund pay-in period for permitted or existing interim status facilities and require the 
trust fund to be fully funded up front.  [6 CCR 1007-3, section 266.14(a)(3)] 

 
22. Colorado regulations have more stringent minimum design requirements for Corrective Action 

Management Units (CAMUs).  [6 CCR 1007-3, section 264.552(e)(3)] 
 

23. Colorado regulations specify that an environmental covenant be added to the deed of a property 
that had a CAMU where remediation wastes will remain in place indicating that the land has 
been used to manage remediation wastes, which may or may not contain hazardous wastes. [6 
CCR 1007-3, section 264.552(e)(6)(v)] 

 
24. Colorado regulations have more stringent requirements regarding public participation in the 

hazardous waste facility permitting process.  [6 CCR 1007-3, section 100.11(f)] 
 
USED OIL 
 

1. Colorado regulations require containers of used oil that are stored outdoors to be kept closed 
except for when it is necessary to add or remove used oil from the container.  [6 CCR 1007-3, 
section 279.22(b)(3)] 
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UNIVERSAL WASTES 
 

1. Colorado regulations require large quantity handlers of universal waste to notify of their 
universal waste activities even if they already have an EPA identification number for other 
hazardous waste activities.  [6 CCR 1007-3, section 273.32] 

 
2. Colorado regulations limit the size of mercury-containing devices managed as universal waste 

to 5 kg (~11 pounds) or less of elemental mercury per device and allow handlers to only 
manage up to 35 kg (~77 pounds) of elemental mercury removed from open-ended mercury-
containing devices at one time.  [6 CCR 1007-3, sections 273.2(c)(2)(iii), 273.13(c)(5)(ix), and 
273.33(c)(5)(ix)] 

  
 

********** 
 
For more information, please contact: 
 
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment 
Hazardous Materials and Waste Management Division 
4300 Cherry Creek Drive South 
Denver, Colorado  80246-1530 

Customer Technical Assistance Line 
(303) 692-3320 

(888) 569-1831 ext. 3320 toll-free 
E-mail: comments.hmwmd@state.co.us 
Website: www.colorado.gov/cdphe/hm 

     


