
H-1B Technical Skills Training Grant 
At the July in person meeting we discussed the H-1B grant that Colorado received. We wanted 
to follow up with some specific asks of you as Council members and alert you that you will 
receive a marketing piece in follow up to the Oct in person meeting.  

Background: In October 2011, Colorado was awarded a 4-year, $5,000,000 grant from the U.S. 
Department of Labor to provide education, training and job placement assistance to highly-
skilled incumbent workers and long-term unemployed workers in the occupations and industries 
for which employers are using H-1B visas to hire foreign workers. Colorado’s grant targets 
occupations in the following industry sectors: 

·         Advanced Manufacturing 

·         Information Technology 

·         Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM), with focus on Aerospace 

What you as a business leader can do: 

• Ensure that your hiring process is receptive to considering, interviewing and hiring the long-term 
unemployed.  

• If you are one of the targeted industries, and you have workforce needs, communicate your 
needs to your regional workforce center. You may be able to connect with individuals who 
have recently or will soon complete their training program. 

• Better yet, if you are part of a sector partnership in a targeted industry, identify common skill 
needs and communicate that to your workforce center. 

• Do you know of individuals that are working part-time (less than 35 hours per week) including 
contract workers, temporary workers, apprentice or internship workers that with additional 
training would be considered for full-time employment? 

 Regional Contacts 
Workforce 

Region 
Employer Contact           Jobseeker Contact                           

Arapahoe/ 
Douglas 

Winston Johnson 
Talent Development Program Supervisor 

Arapahoe/Douglas Works! 
wjohnson@arapahoegov.com / (303) 636-

1499 

Winston Johnson 
Talent Development Program Supervisor 

Arapahoe/Douglas Works! 
wjohnson@arapahoegov.com / (303) 636-

1499 
Boulder Sara Miller 

Business Services Project Coordinator 
Workforce Boulder County 

sara.miller@wfbc.org / 303-301-2922 

Sara Miller 
Business Services Project Coordinator 

Workforce Boulder County 
sara.miller@wfbc.org / 303-301-2922 

Denver Elizabeth Ojeda 
Business Services Manager, Denver Office 

of Econ. Dev-Workforce Dev. 
Elizabeth.Ojeda@denvergov.org(720) 865-

5572 

Dana D. Williams 
Montbello Workforce Center Supervisor 

dana.williams@denvergov.org / (720) 865-
4833 

El Paso/Teller Renee Siemiet 
Grants Administrator 

Pikes Peak Workforce Center 
ReneeSiemiet@elpasoco.com / (719) 667-

3760 

Renee Siemiet 
Grants Administrator 

Pikes Peak Workforce Center 
ReneeSiemiet@elpasoco.com / (719) 667-

3760 
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Larimer Adam Crowe 
Business Development Manager 

Larimer Workforce Center 
acrowe@larimer.org / (970) 498-6641 

Megan Loritz 
WIA Career Transition Counselor 

Larimer Workforce Center 
loritzmr@co.larimer.co.us / (970) 498-6669 

Mesa Mark Fugere 
Mesa Workforce Center 

Mark.Fugere@mesacounty.us / (970) 248-
0867 

Mark Fugere 
Mesa Workforce Center 

Mark.Fugere@mesacounty.us / (970) 248-
0867 

Pueblo Steve Chorak 
Pueblo Workforce Center 

Steven.Chorak@state.co.us / (719) 562-
3742 

Steve Chorak 
Pueblo Workforce Center 

Steven.Chorak@state.co.us / (719) 562-3742 

Weld Susan House 
Upstate Colorado Economic 

Development 
shouse@upstatecolorado.org / (970) 356-

4565 

Ann Stelling 
Adult Special Programs Manager 

Employment Services of Weld County 
brucexam@co.weld.co.us / 970-353-3800, 

x6777  
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