What Stands Out When YOU Apply for a Grant ………………………….
 

CSCB recently received 2008 district applications for both Matching Grants and District Conservation Technician Program. Of course, as districts, you will be applying for other grants from different entities to fund the work you do. 
 

The world of grants is ever-more competitive and funders need to work quickly to assess large numbers of applications! The name of the game is both to stand out for good reasons AND not to stand out for reasons to be penalized. One of the ways you can make sure your application stays strong is ensuring that a cursory glance doesn't provide a reason to delegate you to the "B" pile.  
 

As has been often said:

"You don't get a second chance to give a first impression".
 
We saw many good applications, but we also saw these avoidable potential contributors to negative first impressions that could be applied to any grant application:
· Establish what the funds can be used for -  don't apply to use them for something else
· Read the questions carefully and give all the information requested - don't answer only part of a question, the funders had a reason for asking the whole question 

· If match is required, make sure it is clearly explained and stated as from an eligible source - don't leave funders with eligibility doubts or financial guesswork 

· Make sure all parts of your application are consistent - that any narrative and budget figures/explanations agree and double check  numbers add up correctly 
· If there is a deadline for the funds to be spent by, make sure your application/budget does not exceed that deadline or if it must, clearly explain why and ask for special consideration - don't give the impression you are ignoring stipulations 

· Follow the application format requested - don't make yourselves ineligible at worse or, at best, appear to be ignoring stipulations and making it difficult for rankers to compare your application with others. 
It is hard work applying for funding and we at the CSCB want to do what we can to help districts be successful in their efforts - not just in funding from us, but in all their efforts at applying for funds. We hope the above may help some of you who are less experienced at grant writing. In addition, our Fundraising Guide on our web site has tips on applying for funds - both grants and other requests, such as approaching Counties. This guide is on our Forms and Downloads page at:

CLICK HERE TO GO TO THE FORMS AND DOWNLOADS PAGE[image: image1.png]



