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STAFF SUMMARY OF MEETING

  COLORADO REAPPORTIONMENT COMMISSION

Date: 08/11/2011 ATTENDANCE

Time: 06:00 PM to 08:09 PM Atencio X
Berry E

Place: CSU campus Fort Collins Carroll E
Jones X

This Meeting was called to order by Loevy E
 Mario Carrera Nicolais E

Salazar X
This Report was prepared by Tool X

Bo Pogue Witwer E
Webb E

Carrera X
X = Present, E = Excused, A = Absent, * = Present after roll call

Bills Addressed: Action Taken:
Welcome and Introductions
Witness Testimony

Witness Testimony and/or Committee Discussion Only
Witness Testimony and/or Committee Discussion Only

Note:  This meeting summary is not an official record of the commission or of the meeting.  It is not 
intended to serve as a transcript or minutes of the commission meeting.  The audio recording of the meeting 
is the official record of the meeting.  This summary may be used as a guide to the audio recording.  To 
access the audio recording of a commission meeting, visit the Colorado Joint Legislative Library located in 
the State Capitol, Room 048 (basement/ground floor level).  You will need to note the date, time, and 
location of the meeting to access the audio recording.  Copies of the audio recordings may be obtained at 
the library if you bring with you blank, recordable compact discs or a flash drive.  Librarians are on site 
and available to assist you with accessing an audio recording.

06:00 PM  --   Welcome and Introductions

The commission was called to order.  Commissioner Tool, acting chair for the meeting, provided opening 
remarks and provided his background.  Commissioners Carrera, Jones, Salazar, and Atencio provided their 
backgrounds.  Commissioner Tool provided information on the commission's travel schedule and other background 
information.

06:05 PM

Mr. Troy Bratton, reapportionment Commission Staff, briefed the meeting on the constitutional and 
statutory provisions guiding the commission, and explained how the commission has met these requirements thus 
far.  Mr. Bratton also laid out the time line for the commission’s work.  Mr. Bratton then returned to explaining the 
constitutional and statutory requirements guiding the commission and the redistricting process.

06:10 PM  --   Witness Testimony

The following persons testified at the Fort Collins meeting:
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06:10 PM    --    Mr. Bob McCluskey, representing himself, provided support for a House redistricting plan 
for Larimer County created by Commissioner Tool, and provided visual examples of his plan on the projected map.  
Mr. McCluskey also discussed recent electoral races in Fort Collins.  Discussion ensued regarding proposed plan 
H5001v1.

06:16 PM    --    Mr. William Russell, representing himself, expressed support for the existing House 
districts, and explained his reasons for supporting the current boundaries, discussing certain communities of interest 
in Fort Collins.

06:19 PM    --    Mr. Ed Haynes, representing himself, expressed support for changing the orientation of 
the Fort Collins House districts from an east-west orientation to a north-south orientation.  Mr. Haynes discussed the 
merits of such a change.

06:23 PM    --    Mr. Jim Neubecker, representing himself, explained how the orientation of the 
commission’s proposed plan will benefit commerce, and expressed support for the plan.

06:25 PM    --    Ms. Marla Manchego, representing herself, expressed support for the commission’s plan 
and discussed how it affects the Fort Collins Latino community.  Ms. Manchego also explained how the plan 
benefits higher education.

06:27 PM    --    Mr. Mel Hilgenberg, representing Legacy Leadership Center and himself, provided his 
background and requested that a House redistricting plan be adopted for Fort Collins that provides a voice for all  
rather than special interests.  He supported creating a plan for Fort Collins with a north-south orientation divided by 
Drake Road, and discussed the merits of such a plan.

06:31 PM    --    Mr. David Trask, representing himself, discussed his past redistricting experiences in 
North Carolina, and discussed the merits of the commission’s proposed House and Senate plans.  Mr. Trask 
responded to questions about the boundaries of the Fort Collins Old Town neighborhood.  Commissioner Tool 
provided input on Old Town and surrounding areas.

06:36 PM    --    Ms. Anne Wilseck, representing herself, discussed the testimony taken about Fort Collins 
during the plan creation phase, and also discussed the nature of certain neighborhoods in the city.  Ms. Wilseck 
explained the merits of using College Avenue as a boundary for the Fort Collins House districts.

06:40 PM    --    Mr. Gordon Coombes, representing himself, expressed support for the commission’s 
House plan, and discussed how the plan supports industry on the east side of town while keeping Old Town whole .

06:41 PM    --    Ms. Cathy Kipp, representing herself, expressed support for the commission’s division of 
the Fort Collins House districts along College Avenue, and discussed how this division benefits certain endeavors in 
which she is involved.

06:44 PM    --    Mr. Greg Grote, representing himself, expressed support for the commission’s House map 
with regard to the Fort Collins east-west division.
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06:46 PM    --    Mr. Mark Korb, representing himself, expressed support for keeping the Fort Collins 
Mountain Avenue community together in the House plan.

06:48 PM    --    Ms. Ann Harroun, representing herself, expressed support for the commission’s House 
plan in the Loveland and Fort Collins areas.  Ms. Harroun discussed the merits of competitive political districts and 
the problems associated with creating “safe” districts.  Ms. Harroun also discussed the impact of redistricting.

06:53 PM    --    Ms. Jill Sanford, representing herself, supported the commission’s House plan for Fort 
Collins and its east-west split.

06:54 PM    --    Mr. William Sanford, representing himself, expressed support for the commission’s 
House plan with respect to Fort Collins, and discussed its merits.

06:55 PM    --    Mr. Bob Massaro, discussed the commission’s House plan with respect to Loveland, 
expressing support for the plan.  Discussion ensued regarding the commission’s work thus far.

06:58 PM    --    Mr. John Straayer, representing himself, expressed support for the commission’s Fort 
Collins configuration in the House plan.  Discussion ensued regarding what constitutes a politically competitive 
district and how to measure it, using the 2010 state treasurer’s race in House District 52 as an example.  Discussion 
followed regarding the benefits of competitive districts.

07:05 PM    --    Mr. Kevin Caffrey, representing himself, discussed the competitiveness of House Districts 
52 and 53, and also discussed certain political developments in the United States.  Mr. Caffrey discussed the 
benefits of political competitiveness.

07:08 PM    --    Mr. John Gascoyne, representing himself, provided his background and expressed support 
for the commission’s House plan with respect of Fort Collins.  Mr. Gascoyne responded to questions about the 
relationship between Old Town Fort Collins and portions of the city to the west.

07:10 PM    --    Mr. Nate Donovan, representing himself, expressed support for the commission’s House 
and Senate plans, and discussed the benefits of the east-west split of Fort Collins in the House plan.  Discussion 
ensued regarding the impact of growth in Larimer County on Senate redistricting in the county, and the inclusion of 
Jackson County in House District 49.  Mr. Donovan expressed support for the commission’s drawing of Senate 
District 23.

07:15 PM    --    Ms. Nancy Tellez, representing herself, expressed support for the division of the Fort 
Collins House districts along College Avenue, and discussed the merits of this division.

07:17 PM    --    Mr. James Ross, representing himself, expressed support for the commission’s House plan 
with respect to the Fort Collins area, and explained the merits of this plan.

07:21 PM    --    Ms. Gina Janett, representing herself, discussed the character of Old Town Fort Collins, 
and supported the commission’s splitting of Fort Collins along College Avenue in the House plan.
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07:26 PM    --    Mr. Mark Shaffer, representing himself, supported the east-west orientation of Fort 
Collins in the commission’s House plan, and discussed the merits of House District 51 as drawn by the commission.  
Mr. Shaffer raised an issue with the placement of Berthoud in the commission’s House plan.

07:30 PM    --    Mr. Ken Tharp, representing himself, supported the commission’s House plan with 
respect to Larimer County, and said he was puzzled with the Senate and Congressional plans.

07:31 PM    --    Mr. Eric Kronwall, representing himself, discussed the boundaries of Old Town Fort 
Collins, and the treatment of this neighborhood by the commission’s House map.  Mr. Kronwall discussed 
communities of interest associated with economic affluence, and the orientation of housing prices in Fort Collins.  
Mr. Kronwall discussed the Fort Collins city council and Larimer County commissioner boundaries, and portions of 
Fort Collins east of Interstate 25.  Mr. Kronwall addressed the issue of what constitutes a politically competitive 
district, using past races in Fort Collins as examples, and discussed the political alignment of Fort Collins.

07:41 PM

Mr. Kronwall continued to discuss the political alignment of Fort Collins based on his work experience.  
Mr. Kronwall illustrated on the projected map the political performance of portions of Fort Collins in certain recent 
elections.

07:44 PM    --    Mr. Gary Wockner, representing environment, expressed support for the commission’s 
House map with respect to Fort Collins, and discussed issues certain open space, transportation, and Poudre River 
issues.

07:46 PM    --    State Senator Bob Bacon, representing himself, expressed support for the commission’s 
work on the House and Senate plans, particularly with respect to Senate District 14.  Senator Bacon discussed the 
difficulties of splitting Fort Collins into two House districts.  Senator Bacon responded to questions regarding the 
commission’s drawing of Senate District 23.  Discussion ensued regarding the western protrusion of this Senate 
district.

07:53 PM    --    Mr. Vern Richardson, representing himself, addressed the western protrusion of Senate 
District 23.  Discussion ensued regarding the population of this area, and the potential for drawing a portion of this 
protrusion into Senate District 14.

07:55 PM

The commission fielded some questions from the audience.  Commissioner Tool discussed some of his 
mapping work with respect to Larimer County.  Discussion ensued regarding mapping proposals made by the 
commission other than the preliminary plan.

07:59 PM    --    Mr. Doug Wright, discussed the differing character between the north and south sides of 
Fort Collins, and similarities between the east and west sides.  Mr. Wright expressed support for dividing the city 
along a north-south orientation in the House plan.
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08:02 PM

A discussion ensued regarding the location of higher education institutions in Fort Collins, and the political 
orientation of the students.

08:04 PM    --    Ms. Beverly Hill, representing herself, discussed changes to Fort Collins over the years, 
and differences between the north and south portions of Fort Collins.  She supported dividing Fort Collins along a 
north-south orientation.

08:07 PM    --    Mr. Ross provided comments about choices in schooling in Fort Collins, and discussed 
how an east-west House division in the city is sensible.

08:09 PM

A number of letters from individuals and organizations were submitted to the commission for consideration  
and were entered into the public record (Attachment A).  The commission adjourned.














































































































































































