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STAFF SUMMARY OF MEETING
COLORADO REAPPORTIONMENT COMMISSION
Date:

08/27/2011

Time:

07:01 PM to 07:59 PM

Place:

Summit County Community
Center Frisco

This Meeting was called to order by
Berry
This Report was prepared by
Bo Pogue

ATTENDANCE
Atencio
Berry
Carroll

E
X
E

Jones
X
Loevy
X
Nicolais
X
Salazar
E
Tool
E
Witwer
X
Webb
E
Carrera
X
X = Present, E = Excused, A = Absent, * = Present after roll call

Bills Addressed:

Action Taken:

Welcome and Introductions Frisco
Public Testimony Frisco

Witness Testimony and/or Committee Discussion Only
Witness Testimony and/or Committee Discussion Only

Note: This meeting summary is not an official record of the commission or of the meeting. It is not
intended to serve as a transcript or minutes of the commission meeting. The audio recording of the meeting
is the official record of the meeting. This summary may be used as a guide to the audio recording. To
access the audio recording of a commission meeting, visit the Colorado Joint Legislative Library located in
the State Capitol, Room 048 (basement/ground floor level). You will need to note the date, time, and
location of the meeting to access the audio recording. Copies of the audio recordings may be obtained at
the library if you bring with you blank, recordable compact discs or a flash drive. Librarians are on site
and available to assist you with accessing an audio recording.
07:01 PM -- Welcome and Introductions Frisco
The commission was called to order. Commissioner Berry, acting chair, provided some opening remarks.
Commissioners Nicolais, Witwer, Jones, Carrera, and Loevy introduced themselves to the audience.
07:04 PM
Ms. Kate Meyer, Colorado Reapportionment Commission Staff, provided background on the commission,
its appointments, and the time table within which it must perform its duties. Ms. Meyer then outlined the federal
and state legal criteria that the commission must observe as it redraws the state House and Senate districts.
07:08 PM -- Public Testimony Frisco
Commissioner Berry provided background on the testimony process. The following persons testified at the
Frisco meeting:
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07:10 PM -- Ms. Emily Tracy discussed connecting Grand County with a Western Slope House
district. She made a proposal on how to create a Senate district with Grand, Eagle, Summit, Clear Creek, Lake,
Chaffee, and Park Counties (Attachment A). She discussed the merits of this proposal, and the political
competitiveness of her proposed Senate district. Ms. Tracy discussed the driving time and transportation corridors
in her proposed district.

07:21 PM -- Ms. Julie Sawyer, representing herself, discussed the lack of common communities of
interest in Grand and Boulder Counties, and the potential for Boulder County to drown out the voice of Grand
County under the proposed House plan.
07:24 PM -- Mr. Don Sawyer reiterated Ms. Sawyer’s testimony about Grand County, and suggested
that representatives from the Front Range do not serve the interests of Grand County and western Colorado.
07:27 PM -- Mr. Dennis Carpenter objected to Grand County being put in a House district with
Boulder County, and discussed the communities of interest shared in Grand County that differentiate it from
Boulder County. Mr. Carpenter responded to questions about the division of Grand County on an east-west axis at
Hot Sulphur Springs, and explained the differences between the two halves.
07:33 PM -- Ms. Jane Mather discussed the benefits of grouping Grand County with Gilpin, Clear
Creek, and western Boulder Counties as proposed in the commission’s House plan. Commissioners received a
packet of information in support of her comments (Attachment B). Ms. Mather objected to the current incumbent
being excluded from the proposed House District 26, and the economic base in this district as proposed when
compared to counties in the proposed House District 63. She said she wants to be represented by a person who is in
favor of the Oil and Gas Conservation Commission, and discussed water issues that affect Grand County. Ms.
Mather discussed an article that was run in her local newspaper based on Attachment B.

07:45 PM
Ms. Mather discussed the information in Attachment B, and objected to Grand County being grouped with
counties in House District 63.
07:47 PM -- Ms. Tish Linke, representing herself, objected to having a representative from east of the
Continental Divide represent Grand County, and discussed the areas that she and others in Grand County travel to
for necessities and services. She also discussed the activities and interests of Grand County, and provided input on
the dividing point between eastern and western Grand County. She feels that Grand County is being increasingly
drawn out of the areas with which it shares interests.
07:53 PM -- Ms. Kaye Ferry, Chair of the Eagle County Republicans, urged the commission to include
Eagle County in proposed Senate District 8, and discussed the geographic features that separate Eagle County from
the rest of the proposed Senate District 5. Ms. Ferry discussed the community of interest associated with Interstate
70, and the need for a state senator to represent this community.
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07:57 PM -- Ms. Lu Maslak supported the testimony of Ms. Ferry, and desires a representative that
understands the Interstate 70 community.
07:59 PM
The commission adjourned.

3

Final

