
RFE=State of Colorado Retail Food Establishment License, issued by the Colorado Department 
of Public Health & Environment 

 

Serving 
“prepackaged” and 
all “non-hazardous” 

foods  
See CDPHE fact sheet 

Step 1:  
Describe your 
operation & 

proposed menu

 
RFE license required 

No RFE license 
required 

Serving some 
“hazardous” foods 

 
See CDPHE fact sheet 

Do you operate 
a B&B? 

See B&B regs 

Yes No 

No commercial 
kitchen required 

Do you operate an 
outdoor recreation 

camp?

Yes No 

Step 2:  
Contact your local 

health dept. for local  
& state licensing

State licensing 
requirements 

Other food 
establishment, 

not mobile 

Separate commercial 
kitchen required, but 

variances may be 
permitted 

 
No RFE license 

required 

 
RFE license required 

Service to guests 
& non-guests?

Service to 
guests only? 

Separate commercial 
kitchen required, but 

variances may be 
permitted 

 
No RFE license 

required

Food preparation & 
service directly to the 

public 


