I-70 Mountain Express Lane
FAQ
TOLL RANGE PRICING:

1. If you are driving through the Express Lane and the tolls change, what happens?
What notification will there be of the toll price change?

o Drivers will be charged the toll price posted when they entered the Express
Lane. If the price should increase or decrease while they are in the lane,
drivers will pay the price posted upon entry, not pay the difference.

o Drivers will be notified of the toll price by overhead highway signage.

o The website, cotrip.org, will post a notice if the express lane is open or
closed.

e Drivers can sign up to receive updates for when the 1-70 Mountain Express
Lane is open and closed to be sent by email or text to them. Sign up for
alerts:
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/CODOT/subscriber/new?topic_id=
CODOT_118

2. How much are the toll prices and what is the toll range?
o The toll is a range between $3-30 for ExpressToll pass holders and higher for
those without a pass who are billed through their license plate (as much as
$10 higher).

I1-70 Mountain Express Lane Toll and License Plate Toll Rates

License Plate Toll=

ExpressToll Toll'+ Fee toprocess the
billing
S3 $6.75
$4 $8.33
$5 $9.92
$6 $11.50
S7 $13.08
S8 $14.67
S9 $16.25
$10 $17.83
S11 $19.42
$12 $21
513 $22.58
$14 $24




$15 $25
$20 $30
$25 $35
$30 $40

3. Who can use the lane? Is there free carpooling?

o All drivers choosing to use the I-70 Mountain Express Lane will need to
pay a toll. Drivers can save money every time with an ExpressToll
account and pass.

o There will be no free HOV carpooling or free motorcycle option, no
trailers or trucks.

o The two free general purpose lanes will always be open and available
when the Express Lanes is open, providing drivers a choice.

4. Who approves the toll prices?

o CDOT’s High Performance Transportation Enterprise (HPTE) Board takes
staff recommendations and the public outreach conducted for the I-70
Mountain Express Lane into consideration for setting toll prices to take
action to approve the proposed toll rate range.

ACCIDENT/EMERGENCY VEHICLES:
5. What happens to the toll and traffic if there is an accident? If there is an
accident in the toll lane and traffic backs up - will everyone still be charged?

e Drivers will not be charged a toll of there is an accident that affects the
Express Lane.

o If drivers are moved into the Express Lane due to an accident in the
general purpose lanes, they will not be charged a toll.

e The |-70 Mountain Express Lane uses the inside shoulder, and therefore,
there is no shoulder during its operation. When this lane is not in
operation, it is used for emergency use only.

e Overhead signage will alert drivers if the Express Lane is closed.

6. In the event a driver has a mechanical failure, where do you go?
o [f a driver in an accident is able to exit the highway that is preferred. If
a lane is blocked and without a shoulder, traffic will be diverted to use
the other two lanes.

PROJECT COST:

7. How much this program cost and what is the term of the loan?



e The project costs $72 million which includes a loan of $24.6 million to be
paid back in 7 years.

8. Will all toll revenue go to the State of Colorado or are there any private
enterprises involved?
o CDOT’s High Performance Transportation Enterprise (HPTE) will collect
the toll revenues and will use that money to repay the loan. Additional
toll revenues will be used for operations and maintenance costs.

9. Where will the additional revenue go after the load is paid off?
o Additional toll revenue will be used for operations and maintenance
costs.

10.0nce the $25 million loan has been paid, would that lane become free or
remain a toll lane?
o The lane will remain an Express Lane in order to provide a reliable travel
time for drivers and to reduce congestion.

11. There is surplus money from the lottery or marijuana funds. Can that money be
used?
o Lottery funds can’t be used for this project. Colorado statute directs the
funding for the lottery funds. Likewise marijuana funds are directed to
funding priorities other than transportation.

WHY EXPRESS LANES?

12.How did you decide to make a toll road in the first place? Can you explain how
you set priorities? Why is there a toll? This favors the wealthy; is there a fairer
alternative for all Colorado residents?

o CDOT knows that we are not able to build our way out of congestion and
is offering drivers choice for mobility such as Express Lanes for corridors.

e The I-70 Mountain Express Lane can divert 750-900 cars from the general
purpose lanes, which should allow them and even the frontage roads to
be less congested.

o The I-70 Mountain Express Lane is part of several improvements made to
the [-70 corridor to improve congestion. To learn more about the
statewide planning and the I-70 Mountain Corridor planning, visit
https://www.codot.gov/projects/i-70mountaincorridor.

e On I-70 during the weekends, many are choosing to make an investment
in their recreation. The I-70 Mountain Express Lane provides the
opportunity for people to make an investment in their travel times and



there is always the option of traveling in the free general purpose lanes

EXPRESSTOLL ACCOUNTS AND PASS/LICENSE PLATE TOLLING:

13.Explain more about the transponders and passes.
o ExpressToll accounts and passes can be ordered at www.expresstoll.com
or (303) 537-3470.
e The ExpressToll sticker tags or switchable HOV transponder, in TOLL
mode, will work on this Express Lane, all of Colorado’s Express Lanes
and the toll roads such as E-470 and the Northwest Parkway.

14.How would temporary tags works? What about people that use your car?

o All drivers choosing to use Colorado’s Express Lanes or toll roads such as
E-470 or Northwest Parkway will save money every time by having an
ExpressToll account and pass.

o Drivers will either pay the toll using an ExpressToll pass or pay a License
Plate Toll (LPT), for those vehicles without an ExpressToll account and
pass.

e Those with temporary tags will be charged a License Plate Toll.

o Drivers will pay the toll and a charge, which on the I-70 Mountain
Express Lane can be up to $10 more than the toll, if they choose to use
License Plate Tolling.

OPERATIONS AND USAGE:

15.How far will it go?
e The I-70 Mountain Express Lane runs eastbound for 13 miles from Empire
through the Veterans Memorial Tunnels in Idaho Springs.

16.What is the full capacity estimate of the toll lane and what speed are you
targeting in the lane?
e CDOT estimates between 750-900 cars per hour will be able to use the |-
70 Mountain Express Lane. This should help to relieve congestion in the
two free general purpose lanes. Drivers in the Express Lane should be
able to travel at a speed of 45 mph.

17.What are the days of operations?
e CDOT will operate the lanes 73 days a year, and only during periods of
peak travel such as the weekends and holidays.

18.What vehicles will be allowed in the Express Lane?
o All drivers choosing to use the I-70 Mountain Express Lane will pay a toll.
Drivers can save money every time with an ExpressToll account and pass.
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o The two free general purpose lanes will always be open and available
when the Express Lane is open, providing drivers a choice.

o Vehicles with trailers or trucks are not permitted in the Express Lane.

o HOV/Carpoolers and motorcyclists will pay to use the lane.

19.The lane has no drainage. What will happen when it snows?
o CDOT may choose to not open the I-70 Mountain Express Lane during
snow and weather events.

20.1 am concerned about toll lane speed and normal lanes. Are these lanes
narrow?
o These lanes are narrow since a shoulder is being used as the Express
Lane. The speed limit is the same for all lanes, whether general purpose
or an Express Lane.

Normal Operations

[

Shoulder |

e

12" f ., 12 |_
Shoulder I GP Lane

Peak Period Operations

,--1 " Shoulder
1
PPSL

"o 12
GP Lane (1P Lane

e

Shoulder

|
t
i
|
|
'
1
|
: |
i

21.1f going to Idaho Springs, will you be charged the full amount?



o Drivers using the Express Lane will be charged one toll price listed on
the signage, whether they enter near Empire Junction or near the
Veterans Memorial Tunnels.

22.When will the 1-70 Mountain Express Lane open?
o The Express Lane will open by the end of the year, in December.

EXPRESS LANE ACCESS AND EXITS:

23.Where do you enter the Express Lane?
o There are two entrances for the Express Lane located at:
o Empire Junction, serving both 1-70 eastbound travelers from the
EJMT Tunnel and those coming from Berthoud Pass or Empire.
o Just west of the Veterans Memorial Tunnel in Idaho Springs.
24.Do you need to stay on the whole 13 miles?

o The Express Lane will be marked by a solid white line and signage stating

not to cross the line.
25.Can you exit at Idaho Springs?

e There is one egress (exit) that is prior to Exit 239, which will allow
drivers to exit the Express Lane and move into the general purpose lanes
to go to Idaho Springs. This area will be marked with a dashed line and
signage indicating where to exit for Idaho Springs. It is not an entrance
into the Express Lane.

26. If | pay a toll and exit and Idaho Springs, will | pay a toll if | get back into the
Express Lane after visiting in Idaho Springs?

o Drivers who pay a toll will have four hours to visit the ldaho Springs area
and then re-enter the toll lane without paying the toll again. If the visit
is longer than four hours, the driver will pay to use the toll lane if they
choose to re-enter it.

27.How do you ensure people won’t weave in and out?
o There will be law enforcement.

OTHER QUESTIONS:

28. Will you consider shortening the metering lights from US 40 onto 1-70
eastbound?
e CDOT constantly monitors the metering to optimize efficiency in the
corridor.
29.Has this experiment been done in other states and what lessons were shared?
Where has this pricing model been used and what are the lessons learned?
e Many states have tolled Express Lanes. However, CDOT’s I-70 Mountain
Express Lane is the only one that is offered only during peak times
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(weekends and holidays), for 73 days maximum a year and is based on
recreational drivers, not commuters such as all other Express Lanes.
CDOT has worked with other states on lessons learned for educating the
public on how to use Express Lanes.
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